MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING SUMMARY
Monday, June 12, 2017 -4:00 P.M.
2401 SE Monterey Road
1st Floor Growth Management Room
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 221-1498

1. CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Joan Moore, Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:00 P .M.

2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Joan Moore (Left at 5:15 PM)
Ken Natoli (Arrived at 4:04 PM)
Andy Flanner (Arrived at 4:05 PM)
William Fry (Arrived at4:11 PM)
Julie Preast
Dawn Arvin
John Trahan
DonFabricy
GeneZweben
Nick Pagan
Jan Icyda
David Pittinos

Excused Members
Hal Forslund

Members Not In Attendance:
Eric Smith

Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Alice Bojanowski, Senior Planner
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant III
Bolivar Gomez, Planner
Ricardo Vazquez, Senior Associate Planner

Others in Attendance:
Jeff Weidner, Marlin Engineering
Jessica Donohue, Safe Routes to School
Vinny Barile, Town of Sewell's Point
Alex Barr, FDOT
A quorum was present for the meeting.
Ms. Moore advised that she needed to leave early. Mr. Natoli will conclude the meeting
as chair.
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3. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion to approve the Agenda was provided by Mr. Ken Natoli with a second
provided by Ms. Julie Preast. There were no objections. The motion passed
unanimously.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
Mr. Ken Natoli thought that the minutes from the last meeting Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory
Committee (BPAC) meeting (May 8, 2017) should have been provided, not minutes from
the prior meeting of February 13, 2017 because there are agenda items, like the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) which are on this agenda. He said from his
notes at the May BPAC meeting the BPAC recommended that bike lanes be on all
resurfacing projects, and that a motion was made to have a letter written [to FDOT]
requesting this, as was done the prior year. Ms. Joan Moore requested a motion to approve
the February 13, 2017 minutes.

Mr. Ken Natoli made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 13,
2017 meeting. The second was provided by Mr. Gene Zweben. No changes were
requested and the motion passed unanimously.
5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. FINAL DRAFT FY2017/18-FY2021/22 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM (TIP)
Mr. Bolivar Gomez advised that Ms. Alice Bojanowski will make this presentation. Ms.
Bojanowski stated this is now the Final Draft which contains the public comments with
prior edits and corrections. She provided the TIP timeline showing the history of how a
project gets onto the TIP beginning with the List of Project Priorities (LOPP), it goes to
FDOT for feasibility review and becomes the Tentative Work Program which returns to
the MPO Policy Board for adoption and the cycle begins again. Ms. Bojanowski said that
the project sheets have been updated with location maps including the addition of project
#4226412 which is Pratt Whitney Road and Citrus Boulevard where FDOT is proposing
a roundabout.
She informed the committee that this had been presented to the
committees a few years ago, however, it was noted that public involvement was required
to fulfill the necessary Public Involvement Program (PIP) in an effort to have this project
move forward. She advised that the Final TIP is anticipated to be approved at the June
19, 2017 Public Hearing. Ms. Bojanowski provided the TIP timeline showing what has
transpired to date and what is left to accomplish. She showed the web address to access
the Interactive TIP Tool advising that she will take questions at this time. Mr. Natoli
inquired as to where BPAC's comments are regarding having bike lanes or wide
shoulders on every roadway construction project. Ms. Bojanowski said that the MPO
Policy Board packet went out today, the comment sheet in the TIP shows all the
comments from the advisory committees and it states that the BPAC recommended bike
lanes on all resurfacing projects. Mr. Natoli suggested that it would be better received if
someone from this committee went before the MPO Board to make this request. Ms.
Bojanowski advised that the meeting will be next Monday [June 19, 2017] at 9:00 AM.
Mr. Zweben inquired if this will be discussed or what actually will happen. Ms.
Bojanowski advised that staff would be charged with amending the motion, working with
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FDOT and getting this programmed into the LRTP. Ms. Moore mentioned that a
committee member could address the Board as a BPAC member if the committee agreed.
Discussion ensued about prioritizing. Ms. Moore stated that a motion is necessary if the
committee wishes for Mr. Natoli to go before the MPO Policy Board as a BPAC
Representative.
A motion was made by Ms. Julie Preast to have Mr. Ken Natoli, represent the
interests of this BPAC committee before the MPO Policy Board at the next meeting
[June 19, 2017). The motion was seconded by Mr. Gene Zweben. Seeing no
opposition the motion passed unanimously.
Ms. Moore said the second motion should be that Mr. Natoli requests that BPAC's
priorities of bike lanes/wide shoulders or enlarged sidewalks/multiuse paths be included
in every roadway construction project in the TIP. Mr. Natoli suggested changing
BPAC's recommendation to "if a bike lane cannot be included on every roadway
construction project that a multiuse path be included instead and that FDOT should
adhere to their new Design Standard Manual/Complete Street Handbook for Martin."
Ms. Julie Preast made a motion to request that BPAC's priorities be amended to
state, "if a bike lane cannot be included on every roadway construction project that
a multiuse path be included instead and that FDOT should adhere to their new
Design Standard Manual/Complete Street Handbook for Martin" The motion was
seconded by Mr. Gene Zweben.
B. FEC RAILROAD GRADE SEPARATION STUDY
Mr. Jeff Weidner introduced himself as being from Marlin Engineering. He began with
the Scope of Services which began in September, 2016, reviewing 25 Florida East Coast
(FEC) Railroad crossing locations to determine which would be most conducive for a
grade separation. Mr. Weidner said that in addition to the road crossings they studied
"in-between" the crossings for connecting locations for bi.kelped traffic to pass over or
under the railroad. He advised that they developed a technical, Study Advisory Team
(SAT) which met three times, reminded of the various times he's presented to the
Bicycle/Pedestrian, Citizen's and Technical Advisory Committees (BPAC/CAC and
TAC), with robust discussions regarding priorities as well as locations which resulted in
two roadway and two bike/pedestrian crossings for conceptual drawings. Mr. Weidner
said that he will present to the Policy Board next week, delineated how they have broken
this into a three tier project, where the project is at this time and noted their desire for
input from all. He advised that they have narrowed it down to four locations: Indian
Street-roadway; Golden Gate-Bike/Ped; Monterey Road-roadway and Downtown Stuart
for a Bike/Pedestrian Plaza. Mr. Weidner provided some aerials and showed them on the
screen so he could detail the challenges and pros of each crossing. He started with the
Indian Street roadway proposal explaining that the road as well as Dixie Highway would
have to be "built up", showing the affected areas in highlights, adding that those
properties would lose roadway access which would devalue the property. Mr. Weidner
advised that it was made clear in the LRTP, that there needed to be a safe route to the
hospital as well as Emergency Services adding that the impact to the neighborhood would
be great so.those properties would have to be purchased. Mr. Weidner stated that the
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cost, inclusive of the Eminent Domain would be approximately $83.6 Million with a cost
benefit of 2.1 to ensure that the information available will assist the Board when making
their decisions. Mr. Weidner showed two still viable aerials which were from a 2002
FDOT Study on Monterey Road adding that they offer access to the hospital. He said
that using these Alternatives to achieve the required height, the road would have to begin
being raised west of US 1, creating significant right-of-way impacts to the businesses on
each side of Monterey Road as well as the need to Eminent Domain four houses on Palm
Beach Road for drainage as water is a bird attractant which is major near the runway of
an airport. Mr. Weidner mentioned that they would also need to remain below the 50
foot air space clearance. The fifth proposal from the 2017 Proposals is an open trench or
depression. He provided a picture of one currently in operation in Miami-Dade on US 27
under the FEC Railroad. Mr. Weidner stated that because it's a depression, the span is
less than going over and there is no through traffic. He said that having no through traffic
makes it good for complete streets adding that for the emergency services, with the
exception of trucks, there is a U-turn on the east side of Monterey Road which may be
used to access Palm Beach Road toward the hospital. Mr. Weidner said that the U-turn
could be enlarged to accommodate a frretruck. He mentioned that this alternative on
Monterey Road is more popular as Dixie Highway and the turning lanes will remain at
grade. Discussion ensued including how this will eliminate the back-ups from the train
track to US 1 as well as the turning lane going toward US 1 into the shopping center
south of Monterey as that turn lane will be eliminated. Discussion followed as to the
impacts to FPL and the Stuart News as they will lose access to Monterey Road. Mr.
Weidner said that after much discussion, it's critical to have access east and west for
evacuations, to the hospital and with Monterey being a State Road, the State can pay for
this project. Mr. Weidner advised Mr. Fabricy that due to the possibility of flooding
pumps will be required which is the long term operating and maintenance cost and over
time the pumps will have to be replaced. He reminded the committee that this is to point
out the impacts and justifications for the project. Mr. Zweben inquired how long it would
take for the construction. Mr. Weidner advised that maintenance of traffic is something
that will have to be figured out as they have to be capable of maintaining the same
amount of traffic at peak periods of time during the construction. Ms. Beltran stated that
the Board asked staff to request a Project, Development and Environmental (PD&E)
Study which will provide many answers to questions. Mr. Weidner said that another
benefit in this alternative is that the level change lessens traffic which will reduce crashes
by approximately 41 %. He mentioned that the cost for this Alternative would be
approximately $68.5 million with a cost benefit of 3.7 and he detailed the Opportunities
as well as the challenges to the committee. Mr. Weidner advised Ms. Preast that a
decision isn't needed from the committee; he is strictly providing the facts and
information to the Policy Board for approval then it will be up to them to decide on
which options they wish to pursue additional information. Ms. Beltran said that of all the
options these are the top five. Based on the Long Range Transportation Program (LRTP)
amendment the Monterey Road option could have the PD&E which was requested by the
Board, paid for by the State as it is a State road. Continuing on to the Golden Gate area,
Mr. Weidner advised that four cameras were installed around Railroad Avenue over a
weekend to get a better picture of the number of people crossing the tracks. He said there
were 58 pedestrians and 75 bikes on Railroad Avenue, 42 pedestrians and 51 bikes
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crossing Indian Street using the Railroad tracks and eight pedestrians and 29 bikes on
Commerce Avenue Trail. Mr. Weidner directed the committee's attention to the aerial of
the Golden Gate area and provided information as to the most feasible location for the
bicycle/pedestrian crossing adding that it is difficult getting people to use crossovers. He
said that just south of the crossing is a canal which makes this location the first
opportunity to cross in order to head toward W almart or US 1 adding that people have
expressed appreciation for this location. Mr. Weidner said that there would be an
American's with Disabilities (ADA) ramp with a grade less than 3% and stairs on each
side of the bridge. He detailed the opportunities as well as the challenges for the
pedestrian oveipass estimating a cost of $3.7 million with a cost benefit of 42.9
conservatively factoring in the possibility of one rail related fatality in 20 years. Mr.
Weidner continued on to the bike/ped crossing that would be in downtown Stuart at Joan
Jefferson Way describing it as 50 feet wide by 100 feet across, Pedestrian Plaza. He said
that this area is heavily traveled by cyclists and pedestrian noting over a three day period
at St. Lucie Street there were 1,556 Pedestrians/312 Bikes with 2,124 Pedestrians/128
bikes at Colorado. Mr. Weidner suggested that the plaza could attract people by having
events. Mr. Weidner said that there would not be a ramp as it would negatively impact
parking, so instead there will be an elevator to address the ADA issues and a set of stairs
thus losing only four parking spaces. There has been discussion as to a parking garage in
that area which could be accessed from the plaza and he provided slides of bustling
Pedestrian Plazas in New York City as well as Alabama. Mr. Weidner advised that there
would be a cost of $4. 7 million with a cost benefit 34.0 with the same conservative loss
of one person in 20 years via the rail. Ms. Julie Preast praised the idea adding that
overlooking the water fountain in the roundabout is primo. Mr. Weidner said that in
Miami there are "bicycle elevators" which are made of acrylic so people can see if
someone is on the elevator, adding that the elevators would have to be locally maintained.
Mr. Natoli said that the City is already working on projects so there may be an
opportunity to include this or something similar as well. Mr. Weidner mentioned talk
about the possibility of a parking garage on the west side. The elevator could possibly
work with that as well. Discussion ensued about the U-turn on Monterey Road as well
as other alternatives near the airport. Mr. Weidner advised that staff recommendation is
to move this forward to the MPO Board so they can access the impacts at the June 19,
2017 meeting with the Final Report being released in July. There was more discussion
about the raising of streets keeping the left turn lanes at grade, which were not liked by
the hospital or emergency services noting that those movements would be still be stopped
or delayed by a train. Mr. Natoli said that another look at the Monterey Extension
should be considered. Ms. Preast said that if Monterey Road is used, it would be paid
for by FDOT which would be good. Mr. Weidner said that the Board will look at a
number of roads and parallel relievers in the PD&E study. Mr. Natoli said that we
should move ahead with the study and make a recommendation to look at the aiiport
road [Grumman Road]. Discussion ensued regarding the number of people using
Indian Street, Sewall's Point's issue with extra traffic, a reliever route or parallel
facility to the airport which would remove traffic from Monterey Road with a
consensus that more details need to be studied as with a PD&E study. Ms.
Bojanowski advised the committee that Marlin is following the scope, and staff is
looking to move the study forward to the Policy Board. Mr. Weidner stated that
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comments were obtained from two prior Advisory Committees and they have moved
forward with an open space for comments from the BPAC. Mr. Zweben asked why
Martin should look at three options that we don't like. Ms. Bojanowski re-stated that
Marlin Engineering is following the scope that was given to them by the MPO, the MPO
Board said that we want to delve further into Monterey Road as State funds could be used
on those improvements.

Ms. Julie Preast made a motion to approve the presentation as presented according
to the scope and forward to the MPO Policy Board. Mr. Jan lcyda provided a
second. The motion passed with Mr. Ken Natoli and Mr. Gene Zweben in
opposition.
C. 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) AMENDMENT- FEC
RAILROAD/MONTEREY ROAD GRADE SEPARATION
Mr. Bolivar Gomez stated that the MPO is making an amendment to the LRTP which
will include Strategic Intermodal Systems (SIS) rail which will allow for FDOT to do
further studies on Monterey Road and Indian Street. Ms. Beltran clarified that the
amendment doesn't specify a location it only states "grade separations" so if a different
location were to be decided upon, another amendment would not be necessary and she
highlighted the map showing the State's SIS corridors on page 135 of the agenda. She
explained the importance of this amendment is due to the separate amount of funds that
would be available by the State for projects on their SIS facilities ifthe Grade Separation
Project is in the LRTP. Mr. Natoli clarified with Ms. Beltran that it was basically only a
text change to get this amendment into the LRTP to which she aflinned. Mr. Natoli
asked if there were any additional questions and seeing none, asked if a motion would be
forthcoming.
Mr. David Pittinos made a motion to move the 2040 Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP) Amendment- FEC Railroad/Monterey Road Grade Separation
forward to the MPO Board. Mr. Andy Flanner provided a second. Seeing no
opposition the motion passed unanimously.
D. FY2018/19 - FY2022/23 LIST OF PROJECT PRIORITIES (LOPP)
Ms. Beltran reminded the committee that this is an annual item that normally comes to
the committees in September. She began to go through the FY18/19-FY22/23 Federal
Attributable Unfunded Project Priorities stating that the Monterey Road project has an
asterisk which if you look to the bottom of the page it states "to be funded with SIS
funds"; Widening of High Meadow Avenue from 1-95 to Martin Highway; Widening of
Cove Road from State Road (SR) 76 to US 1; This item (#4) Monterey Road and East
Ocean Boulevard mid-block crossings to St. Lucie Boulevard is funded for design now.
She said there was a request from the City of Stuart for sidewalk connections along east
Ocean west of Monterey Road-and FDOT staff suggested to have those missing links
included; Jensen Beach Causeway bike facilities from NE Indian River Drive to SR AIA;
Willoughby Boulevard Extension, new two lane road from Monterey Road to US 1; Cove
Road resurfacing with bike facilities from US 1 to Dixie Highway; and (#8) has been on
the MPO's priority list a couple of years, it's CR 714 realignment to Okeechobee County
CR l 5B at SR 710. She said that this is a show of support from FDOT District 4 to
FDOT District 1. Ms. Beltran stated that once the PD&E to widen SR 71 O was
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completed, they included alternatives to connect CR 714 to CR 15B. Ms. Beltran said
that she has scheduled a teleconference between the parties to discuss this matter and as it
is a safety issue it will remain on the MPO's list to encourage funding should any
becomes available and it will be eligible since it's on the Priority List. She said that she
will entertain questions regarding this list now. Mr. Natoli inquired if the committee
could change the order of priorities on this list or are you only looking for an approval.
He suggested moving up priorities four, five and seven as they could be constructed
quicker, for less than the projects shown in the second and third slots as those are entire
roadways. Ms. Preast inquired if that would jeopardize the funding? Ms. Beltran said
that some phase of all of Martin's priorities have been funded. She stated that the next
table is the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) which are Federal funds primarily
for bike/ped type projects adding that two out of three are funded. The SE Bridge Road
sidewalk is slated for 2019; NW Dixie Highway Sidewalk Extension for 2020 and the
Dixie Highway/SE Florida Street Sidewalk Extension is pending funding, scheduled for
2021. Ms. Beltran advised that the final list is the 2018 List of Public Transportation
Priorities. This list consists of bus replacement/expansion or improvement of service,
operating, or safety and security items. She said she will take questions at this time. Mr.
David Pittinos asked if the connection from the Green River Parkway, through to Port
Salemo and Bridge Road has been dropped. Ms. Beltran said that would be a part of the
Bike/Ped/Trails Master Plan which the MPO anticipates will be approved in Fall. Then,
she said, more work on those projects will take place. Ms. Beltran stated that staff is
requesting that the LOPP be moved forward to the MPO Board with the BPAC
comments.

Ms. Julie Preast made a motion to accept the List of Project Priorities as presented.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Don Fabricy. There was no opposition so the
motion passed unanimously.
E. BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN UPDATE RECOMMENDED FDEP PRIORITY TRAILS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Mr. Bolivar Gomez said that the consultant has compiled a set of Draft recommendations
for the Florida Greenways and Trails System (FGTS) Plan which was included on page
141 of the agenda. He stated that this will be a five year Plan which includes opportunity
and priority greenways and trails, which begins at the local level and advances up to the
He mentioned that
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP).
recommendations have been included from the October BPAC meeting, the meeting in
which Mr. Sam Amerson made a presentation as well as the public workshops. He used
the legend to differentiate the types of trails advising of areas that are seeking Sun Trail
Funds and areas that should be considered "priority trails". Mr. Icyda asked if these are
to be paved or unpaved trails. Mr. Gomez said many are unpaved, and SUN Trail
funding would fund in order to become paved. Mr. Natoli asked what would have to be
done to make Willoughby Extension [dark green line] become a priority trail so that it
could be eligible for Sun Trail funds as that route is greatly desired by many. Mr. Gomez
stated that the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council is working to fund connectors
to the ECG. These routes have been identified on the map which is a start. Discussion
ensued and it was learned that a criteria to receive SUN Trail funds is that there needs to
be an organization with a maintenance plan in place for the trail. Currently the Florida
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Parks Service maintains the existing ECG and proof of maintenance is a priority in order
to qualify for Sun Trail funds. Mr. Gomez advised that the recommended opportunity
and priority trails would be forwarded to FDEP.

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE :MEMBERS
Ms. Preast mentioned that she recently went to the House of Hope on business and she
noticed a flyer which has been sponsored by Mr. Zweben and the Zweben Law Group. It is
called Stay Out of Trouble on Your Bike which included important laws to know and obey
when biking, your rights as a cyclist and other pertinent infomi.ation. She was disappointed
as Mr. Zweben had just left a few minutes ago, but she wanted to express her appreciation
for his efforts. She reminded the committee that the House of Hope is located in an area
that has a lot of cyclist traffic and having this information in that location is invaluable!
Mr. Pittino said that people ride their bicycles on the sidewalk on AlA from Indian Street
because the bike lanes are too narrow. Ms. Preast mentioned that the community is working
on improving that area.
Ms. Preast said that origina1Jy there was great skepticism about the roundabout on Colorado
A venue, but it is working beautiful. Mr. lcyda said that people need to be educated on how
to use roundabouts. Ms. Preast said e pecially senior citizens, Ms. Bojanowski said that she
has some FOOT brochures on roundabouts upstairs that she II be glad to distribute to
anyone who wants one.
Mr. Gomez said at the next couple of meetings we'll have the Draft Bicycle/Pedestrian
Master Plan.

7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

8. NEXT :MEETING
BPAC Meeting-September 11, 2017 at 4:00 PM

9. ADJOURN
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Jan lcyda which was seconded by
Ms. Dawn Arvin. The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM.
and Prepared by:

t2w: Zb/7

Date

Approved by:

~.

Date
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