
~TIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) 
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 
Monday, May 8, 2017-4:00 P.M. 

2401 SE Monterey Road 
1st Floor Growth Management Room 

Stuart, FL 34996 
(772) 221-1498 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Ms. Joan Moore, Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M. 

2. ROLLCALL 
Members in Attendance: 
Joan Moore (left at 5:06 PM) 

Ken Natoli 
Andy Flanner 
William Fry (Arrived at 4:10 PM) 

Julie Preast 
Craig Houdeshell 
John Trahan 
Hal Forslund (Arrived at 4:05 PM) 

Eric Smith 
GeneZweben 
Nick Pagan 
Jan Icyda 

Excused Members 
Don Fabricy 
David Pittinos 

Members Not In Attendance: 
None. 

Staff in Attendance: 
Alice Bojanowski, Senior Planner 
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant III 
Bolivar Gomez, Planner 
Ricardo v azquez, Senior Associate Planner (Left at 5:03 PM) 

Others in Attendance: 
Vinny Barile 
J.P. Lazo 
Adriano Rothschild, Kimley-Horn/FDOT Rep. 

A quorum was present for the meeting. 
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3. APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion to approve the Agenda was provided by Ms. Julie Preast with a second 
provided by Mr. Jan Icyda. There were no objections. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

4. APPROVE MINUTE 
Mr. Andy Flanner made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special BP AC meeting 
of October 19, 2016. The second was provided by Mr. Gene Zweben. No corrections 
or additions were requested and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. John Trahan said that in the minutes it talked about enforcement of laws and having law 
enforcement represented at these meetings. It was noted that the previous meeting there 
were a couple of different law enforcement agencies represented. Ms. Moore reminded the 
committee that the Sheriff and Police Departments have to compensate their officers even 
when they are attending this type of meeting so they have to pick and choose what events 
they will allow their officers to attend. Mr. Trahan said that people are not following the 
laws or being cited so it's continuing. Ms. Moore reminded that the Stuart Officer said that 
they were providing coupons to people they saw obeying the laws as a form of positive 
reinforcement. Ms. Moore affirmed that she's witnessed the City of Stuart police making 
stops. Mr. Jan Icyda mentioned that he saw a vehicle be stopped for not stopping for a 
pedestrian in a crosswalk. Mr. Trahan mentioned at the Joint Meeting that emphasis was on 
reducing congestion by decreasing road size. He mentioned what they did on Colorado 
[Avenue] and how reducing the speed has attributed to reducing the congestion. Mr. Gomez 
stated that we could request law enforcement representatives at an upcoming BPAC 
meeting. Ms. Moore asked if there would be a motion to invite Sheriff Snyder to the next 
meeting. 

Mr. Gene Zweben made a motion which was seconded by Mr. Jan Icyda to invite 
Sheriff Snyder to a meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. AGENDA ITEMS 
A. DRAFT FY2017/18 -FY2021/22 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (TIP) 
Ms. Bojanowski introduced herself as a member of the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) Staff. She reminded the committee that the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) is an annually updated five year plan which advances 
projects allowing for new projects to enter into the program beginning from the fifth 
year. Ms. Bojanowski stated that it is a continuous cycle with the fiscal year (FY) 
beginning in the fall and culminating the following summer, giving way to the List of 
Project Priorities (LOPP) being decided upon thus beginning the cycle for the next fiscal 
year. She reminded the committee that this is a five year planning horizon, 
comprehensive list of Federally and State funded transportation projects, which are 
regionally significant, consistent with the 10 Year Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP) as well as the State's Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) adding that it also has a 
major Public Involvement Program (PIP) component. Ms. Bojanowski explained in 
detail how the TIP is organized: 1. The Overview and Major Projects; 2. The Selection 
and Priorities; 3. Public Involvement as well as noted the cyclical nature explaining the 
timing of each event. Ms. Bojanowski explained the minor changes to the Major 
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Projects since last year as she detailed the top ten projects which consists of the 
following: US I/Britt Road Traffic Signal Modification; County Road (CR) 609 
Guardrail; US 1 Corridor Retrofit; State Road (SR) 714 Widening; Monterey Road/East 
Ocean Boulevard Crosswalks, Jensen Beach Boulevard Signal Rehabilitation; Bridge 
Road Resurfacing; Jensen Beach Causeway Buffered bike lanes; Indian Street Enhanced 
crosswalks, and CR714 Realignment explaining which projects received additional 
funds or were moved up. She explained how it delineates details from the project type, 
location/project limits, costs, funding sources, as well as phase with estimated 
completion. Ms. Bojanowski described the various ways in which the MPO provided 
public outreach from the Website, newspaper ads, committee meetings, public display 
and hearing to mention a few. She provided a graph showing the TIP timetable 
explaining where the project is currently and said that she will answer questions. Ms. 
Julie Preast s~ted that on Page 51, Jensen Beach Boulevard is slated to be resurfaced 
fiscal year (FY) 2017 /18. She inquired if there was going to be a lane reduction in order 
to accommodate the needed bike lanes. It was decided that Ms. Bojanowski would 
follow up with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and get back to the 
committee on this matter. Mr. Ken Natoli stated that it basically seems the same as last 
year. Bike lanes have been requested on Jensen Beach Boulevard, Indian Street, Cove 
and Murphy Roads so we should put something in writing to FDOT like we did last year 
including if we can't have actual bike lanes have a wide shoulder. 

Mr. Natoli made a motion to write a letter to FDOT requesting that bike lanes/wide 
shoulders be requested on Jensen Beach Boulevard, Indian Street, Cove and 
Murphy Roads as was done last year as these are extremely significant roadways. 
Ms. Preast seconded it. There was no opposition the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. John Trahan noted that Jensen Beach Boulevard has two lanes each way maybe they 
could reduce one lane to include the bike lane and comply with the recent guidelines. 
He added that crosswalks, especially mid-block crosswalks, can't be seen at night and 
questioned why they use that design. Mr. Natoli said that pavers settle unevenly which 
is why they went to stamped asphalt. Discussion ensued about local area 
crosswalks/potential crosswalks, the need for signals on East Ocean, the owner of 
certain roads and the need for solar flashing lights at round-a-bouts. Ms. Bojanowski 
reiterated the cyclical nature of the MPO, the importance of getting projects into the 
cycle beginning with the long range programs, advancing to the five year program, to 
become the Work Program. 

Mr. Ken Natoli made a motion to approve the Draft FY2017/18-FY2021/22 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with comments regarding the 
necessity of bike lanes on extremely significant aforementioned roadways. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. William Fry. The question was called and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Mr. Bolivar Gomez requested that Mr. Adriano Rothschild who was present today 
representing FDOT District Four, take this information to FDOT for consideration. Ms. 
Preast advised that Mr. Sam Amerson with the City of Stuart is very amenable to 
projects of this nature and Mr. Paul Nicoletti is equally approachable with these forms of 
improvements. Mr. Gene Zweben expressed an issue he had with a nearby crosswalk 
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and with a phone call, the City promptly addressed it. Ms. Moore noted that the Chair of 
the MPO Board is a City Representative. 

B. BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN UPDATE- DRAFT 
VISION/GOALS/OBJECTIVES AND PUBLIC INPUT MAP 

Mr. Bolivar Gomez explained that the MPO has been working on a Bicycle, Pedestrian 
and Trails Master Plan and have performed a lot of public involvement mentioning a 
few methods used. He advised that Mr. Adriano Rothschild, from Kimley-Hom, will 
make this presentation to share the information gleaned to date through the various 
modes of public involvement. Mr. Rothschild provided an outline as to the contents of 
his presentation adding that he would provide some preliminary results from the public 
involvement thus far. He described the existing Bike/Ped conditions, expressed the 
anticipated future vision, identified policies to foster a conducive multimodal 
environment, prioritization and recommendations for improvement. Mr. Rothschild 
provided a proposed timeline for completion highlighting the public workshops, online 
survey and other public involvement provided. He provided a chart showing the 
primary mode of transportation to get to work or school in Martin County, adding that 
driving alone is the most prevalent and that walking is more frequently used 
recreationally such as dog walking or exercise. Ms. Preast stated that this chart confirms 
that Martin doesn't have a walkable community. She said if people could walk or bike 
easily to work they would. Mr. Rothschild said that the primary reasons people don't 
walk or bike is due to traffic, distance or lack of bike lanes or sidewalks. He suggested 
that to encourage more biking or walking better infrastructure is needed with separation 
from traffic being paramount as well as connections. He detailed reasons why people 
liked walking or biking including financial or environmental benefits as well as lack of 
an alternative. He mentioned various events that took place at a recent public workshop 
from the Geographic Information System (GIS) station, Mobility Bucks showing where 
people would want their money spent, and to/from location tracker to suggest a few. 
Mr. Rothschild noted some of the many comments received from the public at meetings 
or workshops highlighting that the majority of comments are related to bicycle lanes and 
trails, but also connections between trails or downtown Stuart, as well as pedestrian 
crossings in high pedestrian areas such as Golden Gate to mention a few. He provided a 
chart showing the results from the Mobility Bucks with bike lanes topping the list, 
Separation from Traffic/Greenways and trails splitting the second spot followed by 
sidewalks, benches, education and traffic calming. Mr. Rothschild read the vision, 
detailed each of the six Goals and Objectives explaining how to reach each. Ms. Preast 
highlighted areas in which Martin is already obtaining some of the goals listed, noting 
that the City of Stuart and the Community Redevelopment Areas (CRAs) are working 
on "Complete Street" projects to encourage walkable and livable communities as well as 
providing safe, multimodal networks and connections. Mr. John Trahan noted the first 
three goals are aimed at connectivity, however, drivers don't view pedestrian/cyclists as 
having a priority and that they desire a separation from vehicles. Vehicles don't exhibit 
that ped/cyclists have any rights, which can be very dangerous especially on roadways 
like US 1, possibly Goal Six could be changed to be Goal One "Wherein the Non
motorized transportation system addresses the needs and concerns of the public." He 
stated that addressing the problem of unsafe drivers should be Goal One adding that 
bicycles and pedestrian have the same rights to the road as do vehicles. Mr. Trahan said 
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you can establish as many bike lanes as you want but if people are afraid to use them 
they won't use them. Mr. Natoli advised that he is on the Master Plan Advisory 
[Steering] Committee and all advocates need to come NOW. He said that in his opinion 
the Goal that should be first is the fourth one, "Encourage Connected Walkable and 
Livable Communities." Mr. Natoli said that people are not going to walk on six lane 
roads like US 1 as it's just not a good environment. Mr. Natoli stated that walkability 
concerns the Comprehensive Plan which is supposed to be a vision of how you hope to 
see "your community" in the future, whether it's the County, City or other municipality. 
He noted that Goal Four is included in the Bike/Ped Plan as is mixed use and other 
things conducive to a livable community. He suggested that people want to be able to do 
something once they get somewhere and there is little if any mixed use. A mixed use 
local street is easy to walk or ride plus there are destinations i.e. offices, restaurants and 
stores. He showed pictures featuring amenities conducive of livable communities, 
homes, parks and on-road parking with shops. Next, Mr. Natoli showed pictures of 
homes in a gated community, a six lane highway with gridlock traffic. Ms. Preast 
suggested that gated communities should allow/provide a connection path that could 
allow people to travel between areas. Mr. Rothschild suggested showing pictures like 
this to provide incentive to the County to encourage this type of community. Mr. Natoli 
said that the MPO Board doesn't have the ability to change the development or 
redevelopment patterns, however, we can show them our vision of how we'd like to see 
our County and our Federal funds invested to make the area more bike/pedestrian 
friendly. (Ms. Joan Moore left the meeting at 5:06 PM having made prior arrangements with the vice chair to continue the 

meeting.) He reflected how pleasant of a ride it is to go east of downtown Stuart on 
Osceola Road even without a bike lane. He said it's a nice ride with on-street parking, 
nothing like riding on Kanner Highway having a bike lane. Mr. Hal Forslund said that 
he rides his bike everywhere but he avoids congested areas. He mentioned that in the 
past 15 years or so, the City of Chicago evolved to be a bike friendly locale and it is 
great to ride around the City to see the sights, it's good for the environment as well. Mr. 
Rothschild said that there is a new way to evaluate cities using "Walk Score". It 
evaluates the potential to identify areas, considering distances and mixed land use but it 
does not take into consideration the presence of a sidewalk or multimodal path. Ms. 
Preast noted that Walk Score needs to be updated as it goes by what commercial 
properties and amenities are in existence but some places that should be on the Walk 
Score radar are not. Martin needs to be updated so that the Walk Score is better. Mr. 
Gomez stated that it is an on-line tool to which Ms. Preast added that she was of the 
opinion that citizen's or business owner may go to the tool and add to it, so we need to 
update it as there are a lot more restaurants and excitement happening in Stuart. Mr. 
Gomez mentioned that he'll look into it to see whose responsibility it is to update it. Mr. 
Trahan said with the recent election and the pro-growth Commissioners, there's going to 
be more growth so that should be looked into. He also agreed that Goal Four should be 
moved to the first goal but Martin does have infrastructure that people are afraid to use. 
Maybe the cars are the intimidating factor but people have the right to use the road. Mr. 
Rothschild said that he will revise goal six to be more specific and direct. Ms. Preast 
stated that education and raising awareness for everyone is extremely important. Mr. 
Natoli stated that having the rules strictly enforced against texting and driving with 
heavy punishment would greatly help. After some discussion it was suggested that 
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taking suggestions to the Board of County Commissioners during the Public Comment 
Agenda Item would be a way of being heard. Mr. Forslund noted the many distractions 
facing drivers including various screens in their vehicles. Mr. Trahan reminded the 
committee that "the law is the law", cyclists have the right to be in the roadway and cars 
are required to provide three feet if they pass. If the laws were enforced, that would be a 
good start. Ms. Preast recapped that education for everyone is necessary, enforcement 
of the laws, eliminate distractions including cyclists and pedestrians with their cell 
phones/radios. She advised that she's got a new car with all sorts of things she's not 
learned to use yet which are distractions. Ms. Preast is glad that FDOT is working to 
improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians as cars were the primary form of 
transportation until recently. 

C. BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CAMPAIGN 
Mr. Gomez said that March is Florida bike month and as a result, MPO staff teamed up 
with South Florida Commuter Services (SFCS) and FDOT to promote FDOT's Alert 
Today/Alive Tomorrow Campaign with focus on bicycle and pedestrian safety. The 
campaign was held on the corner of Old Dixie and Indian Street, which has a dense 
population of cyclists/pedestrians. He advised that in December staff met with 
representative from SFCS to select a location for this campaign. Mr. Gomez said that 
Monterey Road/Kanner Highway, the Downtown Stuart area, US 1/Joan Jefferson Way, 
and Indian Street/Dixie Highway were considered. He explained that Indian 
Street/Dixie Highway was chosen due to the high volume of Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP) residents, vast amount of pedestrian/cyclist traffic and it was in the 
Golden Gate CRA. Mr. Gomez stated that it's also a good follow up to the Bicycle 
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan. He provided photos of staff speaking to people during 
the event, an aerial of the location where the event was held adding that the Parks and 
Recreation Department allowed them to set up promotional tables, tents and signs on 
their parcel. Mr. Gomez expressed gratitude to the coordinated efforts of all with special 
mention for Ms. Carmen Pullins from FDOT, and MPO committee member, Ms. Saadia 
Tsaftarides. He said that Mr. John Trahan came by bike and others happened to pass the 
event during their lunch hour. He said that Maurice Borrows, FDOT District 4 Rail 
Coordinator attended to promote "Operation LifeSaver Program" and provided safety 
information regarding Highway/Rail Grade Crossing. It was said that the person from 
FDOT manning the rail road tracks did see people cross the tracks mid crossings. Mr. 
Trahan asked when the Sharrows on the draw bridge will be happening and what form 
of education will be provide to the residents of Martin County. Mr. Gomez said that it's 
a City of Stuart project and he is unsure as to the time frame but he is of the opinion that 
some form of education/enforcement program would be beneficial. Discussion ensued 
about a possible safety campaign/Sharrows in Indiantown on Warfield A venue which is 
a Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) and the possibility of Indiantown incorporating. It 
was advised that the MPO Board has an Indiantown representative so this will be 
followed closely as will the growth, water and sewage with the potential move of the 
fairgrounds to that area. 

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Mr. William Fry read a letter suggesting that there should be stronger law enforcement, 
in the form of tickets to offenders, as to vehicles in the bike lanes or crosswalks. He 
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also mentioned non-compliance of approved vehicles on sidewalks and how it's placing 
pedestrians into harm's way. More needs to be done by the police departments to 
secure the rights of pedestrian and cyclists inclusive of better education to the 
offenders. He stated that this could be made into a community relations opportunity by 
law enforcement giving away a bicycle light to someone who would otherwise be cited 
or issued a warning for not being visible. Mr. Natoli said pedestrians/cyclists need to 
get some positive publicity in the newspaper. Ms. Bojanowski informed of FDOT's 
Alert Today/Alive Tomorrow campaign reminding the committee that there's a whole 
statewide campaign with videos out there regarding safety for pedestrians/cyclists. She 
added that there are videos specifically addressing this issue from the law enforcement 
perspective which you may view on FDOT's Alert Today/Alive Tomorrow Website. 

Ms. Bojanowski informed of an upcoming "Pop-Up Park" event happening in 
Indiantown and extended an invitation to the committee to attend. She and Ms. Preast 
provided all the information, why the event was being held with the desired results. 

Mr. Natoli mentioned that he'd like to discuss "Willoughby Extension". Mr. Gomez 
said that the draft recommendations will be presented inclusive of all comments, by 
Kimley-Horn. Mr. Rothschild advised that he's got a map to show, but ran short on 
time at this meeting. He said for anyone interested after the meeting he'd share it. Mr. 
Natoli suggested that Mr. Gomez also invite someone from Growth Management to this 
meeting as well to discuss Cove Road, Willoughby and possible connections through 
the Atlantic Ridge to Bridge Road. 

7. COMMENTS FROM FDOT 
None. 

8. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Vinny Barile introduced himself as an elected official from the Town of Sewall's Point. 
He noted that the Police Department there does hand out lights to cyclist and complements 
the parents of children obeying the rules and wearing helmets. 

He mentioned what the Town of Sewall's Point was doing to promote safety for cyclists and 
pedestrian. FDOT is providing the town with a signalized mast arm with a crosswalk to 
assist pedestrians as well as the forthcoming green conflict area bike lanes. Ms. Preast 
suggested the police chief should come tell the committee with which things they have been 
successful to provide to other law enforcement providers. 

It was noted that a pedestrian signal took a long time to activate, along with some 
mechanical boxes which are impeding the line of sight. These items are under. review for 
improvement. Mr. Rothschild informed that typically the walk light is automatically 
activated after the major movement allowing the amount of time required for an American's 
with Disabilities (ADA) compliant crossing. He said that in order to activate the other 
crossing light one must depress the pedestrian button. 

Ms. Preast advised that the proposed bill to end CRAs failed this time, however, they may 
try to bring it back at a later date. 
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9. NOTES 
None. 

10. NEXT MEETING 
June 12, 2107 at 4:00 PM 

11.ADJOURN 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Jan Icyda which was seconded by 
Mr. John Trahan. The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 6:03 PM. 

Recorded and Prepared by: 

Approved by: 

&ez. Zc:<t>IZ 
Date 
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