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n The Move

T

Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan

he Martin Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), along with its general planning consultant Kimley-Horn, is
in the process of developing a Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan. The project
began in November of 2016, and is expected
to be complete in the winter of 2017. Building from the foundation of the 2040 Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the
purpose of this plan is to refine the non-motorized transportation network and identify specific projects that can be implemented
between now and the long range horizon.

T

he Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan will describe, qualitatively and
quantitatively, the existing bicycling and
walking environment in Martin County,
as determined through data analysis, interagency coordination, and public involvement. The Plan will include research into
trends in non-motorized transportation.
In addition, the Plan will make prioritized
recommendations for improvements in
the areas of bicycle and pedestrian facilities, safety, policy, and encouragement of
more and safer walking and bicycling.

T

he Master Plan has a project steering
committee made up of representa-

tives from several County departments/
divisions, such as Parks and Recreation,
Ecosystem Restoration and Management,
Engineering, Public Transit and the Office of Community Development. In addition, there are several State Department
representatives, such as the Florida Department of Transportation, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
and the Florida Division of Recreation
and Parks. To round off the steering committee, the MPO included a representative
from the Treasure Coast Regional Planning
Council, a member from the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Advisory Committee, as well
as representation from the City of Stuart,
City of Stuart Community Redevelopment
Agency and the Martin Health System.

P

ublic involvement is playing a major
role in the development of the Bicycle,
Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan. A survey was developed to get input from interested citizens. To date, over 100 surveys
have been completed! The MPO also hosted an Open House in March at the Chastain Campus of Indian River State College.
Citizens were able to take part in several activities, such as an interactive Geographic Information System (GIS) map-

ping station, an online street building tool
station called Streetmix, a Mobility Bucks
station, where citizens were given a limited amount of imaginary dollars that they
could use to put towards certain bicycle or
pedestrian facilities; and a station where
participants could draw on a large aerial
map of the county to show staff where they
walk and bike throughout the week, and
where potential improvements are needed.

I

f you feel that you have missed out on
an opportunity to provide your input,
do not worry! The Bicycle, Pedestrian and
Trails Master Plan survey can be found
online at www.martinmpo.com, and a
second open house is scheduled for October 4, 2017, where staff will present the
Draft findings and allow for more public
input. For more information, please call
Bolivar Gomez, MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, at (772) 288-5412.

From the Chairman, Mayor Troy McDonald
able to take part in this effort, to
not only help our Martin County
residents, but also all of those who
visit or live in the Treasure Coast.
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F
A

s Chair of the Treasure
Coast Transportation Council (TCTC) for FY2016/17, I
am proud to announce that on
June 29, 2017, the 2040 Treasure Coast Regional Long Range
Transportation Plan (RLRTP)
was finalized and approved.

T

he 2040 RLRTP was built on
our “Moving Martin Forward” plan and the individual
long range plans for St. Lucie and
Indian River counties. This new
regional plan provides a shared vision for the Treasure Coast’s multimodal transportation network.
The RLRTP is a responsible guide
for maintaining and improving
the current transportation system
and it will help identify regional
priority projects. It is with great
pride and enjoyment that I am

Martin MPO Staff Retreat

O

n July 14th, the Martin MPO participated
in its Annual Staff Retreat.
Staff is currently working
on a Bicycle, Pedestrian
and Trails Master Plan,
which will explore the ways
and means in which Martin County can become
a bicycle and pedestrian
friendly, walkable livable community. In an effort to better
understand the County’s trail system, staff met with Mark
Nelson, Park Manager of Jonathan Dickinson State Park,
and toured the park and its connection to the Hobe Sound
National Wildlife Refuge. Staff believes that it is important to
understand the current condition of the park trails and how
future planning can help with connectivity to surrounding
communities, such as Hobe Sound to the North and Palm
Beach County via the East Coast Greenway to the South.

or those who may not know,
the TCTC is made up of two
Board members each from the
Martin MPO, Indian River MPO
and St. Lucie TPO in an effort to
formally coordinate transportation planning activities for the
region. As a continued effort to
work together, the TCTC has
agreed to move ahead with the
US 1 Corridor Retrofit study as a
regional project. In a recent study
on the most dangerous highways
in America, Florida’s US 1 highway was ranked as the highest. As
most of us know, US 1 is the major
corridor that connects our Treasure Coast. This regional Corridor
Retrofit study approach is great
news, and it continues to show
our neighbors and other agencies that we are willing to work as
partners on this important effort.

M

oving on to some more
great news, the Martin
MPO has approved the FEC Railroad Grade Separation Study,
and staff is currently in the fi-

C

nal stages of the Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trials Master Plan.

T

he FEC Railroad Grade Separation Study focuses on which
locations in the County are best
for a pedestrian bridge over the
FEC Railroad, and which are
best for a roadway grade separation. The Bicycle, Pedestrian and
Trails Master Plan will serve as
the guide for determining which
projects are to be undertaken in
the County to increase bicycle and
pedestrian connectivity and safety.

L

astly, the Martin MPO will
be celebrating its 25th Anniversary in 2018! In order to celebrate this milestone, the MPO
has some exciting ideas planned
for the upcoming year. Keep
an eye out for changes to our
newsletter, website, and more.

T

hank you for taking time out
of your day to learn about
the many projects that the MPO
is conducting. I look forward
to what the future has in store.

Word Scramble

omplete this word scramble. The first person to send
all the correct answers to rvazquez@martin.fl.us will
recieve a prize!
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Spotlight on Advisory Committee
Member Julie Preast

J

ulie Preast is a volunteer member
of the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory
Committee (BPAC). She grew up in
Miami, attended Barry University and
received a Masters Degree in Business
Administration from Florida Institute
of Technology. As a Downtown Stuart retail business owner starting in
1981, Julie became the first president/
chairperson of the Stuart Main Street
program in 1987. Currently serving as Secretary, she has
held various positions for the Rio Civic Club that was established in 1950 to improve conditions in Rio. With her
assistance the Rio Civic Club spearheaded the effort to designate, name and adopt Rio Nature Park. Julie wrote the
grant applications for the creation of the Pat Mark Rio-Jensen Skatepark, and for the installation of five planting beds
along Dixie Highway in Rio. She was also the first chairperson of the Rio Neighborhood Advisory Committee. Julie prepared the applications to nominate the 1926 Stuart
Welcome Arch and the 1925 Golden Gate Building for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Advocating
for the adoption of a comprehensive historic preservation
ordinance/program for the City of Stuart is a current endeavor of hers. Julie says that if you wish to experience
improvements, then get involved, learn the facts, educate your community and participate at public meetings.

Transit Operations Center

R

ecently, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), in coordination with Martin
County Public Transit (MCPT), undertook the development of a Martin County Transit Business
Plan. The plan recommended that the best way to
maximize efficiency and increase effectiveness of
MCPT’s operation was to initiate a plan for a wholly
owned maintenance and operations/dispatch facility.

A

s an initial effort to begin the process of planning for this operation center, the Martin MPO
has begun a MCPT Operations Center Feasibility
Study. The purpose of this study is to identify parcel
size and access needs so that a comprehensive screening of properties and land use can be performed. The
MPO general planning consultant, Marlin Engineering, will be conducting the study with a 10 month project schedule beginning in the summer of 2017, with
completion being scheduled for the spring of 2018.

T

Regional Long Range
Transportation Plan

he Martin MPO is proud to announce that on June
29, 2017, the Treasure Coast Transportation Council
(TCTC) adopted the 2040 Treasure Coast Regional Long
Range Transportation Plan (RLRTP)! The 2040 Treasure
Coast RLRTP was a joint effort between the Martin Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), Indian River MPO,
and the St. Lucie Transportation Planning Organization
(TPO) to create a plan that encompasses the shared vision
for the future of transportation in the region. The Martin MPO was the lead agency for this study, and KimleyHorn and Associates were hired to complete the project.

T

his plan creates a regional overlay and combines the projects from the local transportation
plans of each county to create an integrated long term
transportation plan for the regional transportation
network. The RLRTP has a 25-year planning horizon, providing guidance for federal and state funding towards projects valued by the Treasure Coast.

T

he 2040 RLRTP provides a vision for the regional multimodal transportation network addressing
roadway, transit, freight, bicycle, and pedestrian facility needs. Developing and adopting the RLRTP is the
first step toward creating a transportation system that
allows for regional travel to be accessible, efficient and
safe for the citizens and visitors of the Treasure Coast.

Safety Campaign

O

n March 24th,
the Martin MPO,
along with South Florida Commuter Services
(SFCS), conducted a
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Campaign
at the intersection
of Indian Street and
South Dixie Highway. This is a high crash area where
vehicles and pedestrians are both involved in numerous accidents. Staff from the MPO, SFCS and FDOT
greeted bicyclists and pedestrians throughout the afternoon with drawstring bags filled with informational
items and accessories, while discussing the safety issues
that pedestrians and bicyclists face with the hope that
they could spread the message of being alert, and to follow the correct procedures when crossing a busy road.
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The Martin MPO will be celebrating its 25th Anniversary
in 2018! Be on the lookout for some changes to our MPO
newsletters, website and more!

Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan Open House

Want to learn more about the upcoming Master Plan? MPO staff will be hosting an Open House for the Bicycle,
Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan on October 4, 2017 during 4pm and 6pm in the Wolf Technology Building at the
Indian River State College Chastain Campus.

Upcoming Public Meetings
Joint CAC/TAC/BPAC: October 2, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.
BPAC Meeting: October 9, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
MPO Policy Board: October 30, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.
Joint CAC/TAC/BPAC: November 13, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.
LCB-TD Meeting: December 4, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.

