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Meeting Minutes 

1. CALL TO ORDER. 
The Chair, Mr. Troy McDonald, called the mreting to order at 9:05 AM 

2. PRAYER Reverend James Brocious, Stuart Alliance Church. 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. ROLLCALL 
Members in Attendance: 
Troy McDonald, Chair, City of Stuart Commissioner 
Sarah Heard, Martin County Board of County Commissioners 
Tom Campenni, City of Stuart Commissioner 
Vinny Barile, Vice Chair, Town of Sewall's Point Commissioners 
Edward Ciampi, Martin County Board of County Commissioners 
Doug Smith, Martin County Board of County Commissioners 
Harold Jenkins, Martin County Board of County Commissioners 
Anthony Dowling, Indiantown Representative, non-voting member 

Members Excused: 
None 

Members Absent: 
None. 

Staff in Attendance: 
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator 
Alice Bojanowski, Senior Planner 
Bolivar Gomez, Planner 
Ricardo Vazquez, Senior Associate Planner 
Margaret H. Brassard, Administrative Assistant III 

Others in Attendance: 
Rev. James Brocious, Stuart Alliance Church 
Lisa Dykstra, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
Victoria Williams, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Turnpike 
Kim DeLaney, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council (TCRPC) 
Yanique Kelly, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
Joe Capra, CAPTEC, Inc. 
Jeff Weidner, Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
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George Dzama, Martin County, Capital Projects Manager 
Terry Rauth, Martin County Engineering Department Director 
Lisa Wichser, Martin County Development Review Administrator 
Don Donaldson, Deputy County Administrator 
Ken Natoli, Representing Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 

A quorum was present for this meeting. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion to approve the agenda was provided by Ms. Sarah Heard. The second 
was provided by Mr. Harold Jenkins. No changes were forthcoming. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

6. APPROVE MINUTES 
Ms. Sarah Heard made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2017 
meeting which was seconded by Mr. Doug Smith. No corrections were 
requested. The vote was called and the motion passed unanimously. 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
(PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO THREE MINUTES; COMPLETE CARD TO COMMENT) 

None. 

8. BUSINESS ITEM 
A. FY2017/18 TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED (TD) PLANNING 

GRANT AGREEMENT/RESOLUTION 
Ms. Beth Beltran advised that this is a housekeeping item. She said that this is 
the Transit Planning Agreement that is received annually by the MPO to staff 
the Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged in the 
amount of $22,000 for the Transportation Disadvantaged. She stated that 
included in this item are the Agreement and the Resolution for this Grant. Ms. 
Beltran advised that she will take questions at this time. 

A motion to approve staff recommendation was offered by Ms. Sarah 
Heard. Mr. Tom Campenni provided a second. There were no objections. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

B. FY2017/18 FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) SECTION 
5305 TRANSIT PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION/RESOLUTION 
M . Beltran advised that this also comes before you annually· ifs the 5305 
Transit Planning Grant Application and Resolution that comes from the Federal 
Tran it Administration (FTA). She ad ised that there has been discussion at the 
Dist:Jict office to include these funds witb the Planning Grant Agreement that 
the MPO has with Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) where the 
Federal Highway (FHWA) Planning Grant funds are received. Ms. Beltran said 
that in the event that were to happen taff is recommending not only the 
approval of the Application and Resolution but authorization for the Chair to 
sign an Amendment to the MPO Agreement if necessary, if FDOT wants to 
include the FT A monies with the FHW A monie . She said that she will take 
any questions. 
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Ms. Sarah Heard made a motion to approve staff's recommendation. Mr. 
Tom Campenni seconded the motion. Without opposition, the motion 
passed unanimously. 

C. MPO TRAVEL POLICY/RESOLUTION 
Ms. Beltran stated that currently the MPO doesn't have a Travel Policy, they 
follow the State's Travel Policy. She said that the County recently updated their 
Travel Policy so this item is to have the MPO adopt the County's Travel Policy 
and if necessary, authorize the Chair to sign an Amendment to the MPO 
Agreement allowing the MPO to follow the County's Travel Policy. 

A motion was made by Ms. Sarah Heard to approve staff's 
recommendation to follow the County's Travel Policy. The second was 
provided by Mr. Doug Smith. No objections were expressed and the 
motion passed unanimously. 

D. PUBLIC HEARING 
FINAL DRAFT FY2017/18-FY2021/22 TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 
The Chair, Mr. Troy McDonald, opened the Public Hearing. 
Ms. Beth Beltran advised that this is one of three Public Hearings and she was 
unsure if there would be any public comments for the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). Mr. McDonald stated that there was to be one 
public comment from Mr. Ken Natoli. Mr. Natoli introduced himself as being 
the Vice-Chair for the Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BP AC) adding 
that his presence before the Board today was at their request as their 
representative. He stated that he was asked to speak to the Board today to 
express their comments on this item. The BP AC recommends that all 
resurfacing projects contain bike lanes not just paved shoulders, but if that is not 
possible the recommendation is for a multiuse path. He said that the BP AC 
wanted him to come to this Board to express the importance of this matter. He 
acknowledged that funds are a factor, but this is important stating that a 
sidewalk is "key". He said if a sidewalk is not constructed like on Palm City 
Road, Stuart has to wait for approximately 15 years before the opportunity 
avails itself again. Mr. Natoli emphasized that there are not that many roads so 
the costs won't be that significant, highlighting the importance of Mapp, Cove, 
Murphy and Palm City Roads having bike lanes or multiuse sidewalks. 
Seeing no additional Public Comments Chairman McDonald closed the Public 
Hearing. 
The Chair advised that he will open the floor for discussion. Ms. Beltran 
advised that Ms. Alice Bojanowski, MPO Senior Planner, has a presentation on 
the TIP. Ms. Bojanowski introduced herself and stated that the TIP is a 
program consisting of funded transportation projects with a five year planning 
horizon. Ms. Bojanowski said that it is updated annually with the fifth year 
projects moving forward, it's fiscally constrained, with each project being 
consistent with the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) as well as the 
Florida Department of Transportation's (FDOT's) Strategic Intermodal System 
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(SIS) and has a rigorous Public Involvement Plan (PIP). She showed a diagram 
depicting the continuous process. Ms. Bojanowski provided the list of Major 
Projects in the TIP highlighting the change in priority rankings from the 
previous year as well as the realignment of County Road (CR) 714, which has a 
dangerous curve. Ms. Bojanowski showed a map of each project location, the 
TIP Timetable with the Interactive TIP Tool web address, concluded saying that 
staff is looking for approval of this project and that she will now take questions. 

Ms. Heard referred to page 136 A4, Kanner Highway from Pratt Whitney Road 
to SW Jack James Road, scheduled for this year, $11.8 million, adding lanes 
and reconstruction. Ms. Beltran advised that this is the one change from the 
Draft the Board viewed last month. She said that it was not part of the "drop" 
from Central Office, but since that time is was learned by the MPO that the 
State intended to move forward with this project. Ms. Heard inquired as to how 
it rose to be an MPO priority without being prioritized by the MPO. Ms. 
Beltran advised that it was not an MPO priority; the State was interested in 
moving it forward a couple of years ago, it went to the advisory committees and 
Board seeking input for either a signalized intersection or a round-about at 
Kanner Highway and Pratt Whitney Road. Then, she said the State placed it on 
hold. The advisory committees expressed concerns due to the schools in that 
location and the volume of trucks from the West. FDOT said that they would 
have a public meeting then return to the committees/Board to provide the input 
received about that intersection from the public. Ms. Beltran added that FDOT 
personnel is here if there are questions and she will advise the 
committees/Board once the public hearing has been scheduled. Ms. Beltran said 
that FDOT will come to the September series of meetings to update/discuss this 
project. Ms. Heard said that the TIP sheet page 136 states that construction is 
scheduled for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 /18 and it's $11.8 million so when are they 
going to talk about it. Ms. Heard questioned if design has been done and yet 
they are proceeding with construction for a project that hasn't been approved or 
contemplated by this Board? Ms. Beltran advised that the project has not been 
included in the 2040 LRTP. Ms. Lisa Dykstra, representative from FDOT 
District Four introduced herself. She advised that funding was held for the 
project and FDOT is aware that they have to come back to the Board for 
approval. Mr. Doug Smith mentioned that he spoke to Ms. Beltran about this 
and he is of the opinion that design was done as he recalls seeing cross sections, 
discussions held regarding the West side of the Turnpike Bridge to where it 
comes down to Pratt, so a lot of groundwork has been done. Ms. Dykstra 
affirmed that some design work has been done but she's not up to speed on the 
design aspect. Mr. Smith said that he is fairly certain that something was done. 
He said that relative to the on/off ramp to the Turnpike, work needs to be 
coordinated so new construction doesn't get ripped out for other work especially 
if Stuart is able to get a new on/off ramp. Mr. Smith said that whatever happens 
with this it should be coordinated with the Turnpike. Ms. Victoria Williams, 
with the Turnpike stated that she will check with her office and get back to the 
Board with answers. Mr. Campenni sought clarification that there have been no 
Public Hearings and it's not in the LRTP. Ms. Beltran affirmed. Mr. Campenni 
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asked what staff recommends for this item. Ms. Beltran stated that it is 
recommended that the TIP be approved, but that District Four staff come to the 
MPO's September Advisory and Board meetings prepared to discuss this 
matter. Mr. McDonald said that Ms. Beltran showed him minutes from a 
meeting a couple of years ago about the placement of a roundabout in that 
location. He said the project was met with a lot of resistance from most 
everyone on the Board. It was reiterated that a public hearing would be held for 
input and to affirm if a roundabout is appropriate for that location. Ms. Beltran 
affirmed and said that FDOT was to let her know when the public hearing was 
scheduled and she would let the Board know. He inquired if the roundabout is 
still an option in the design plan which was affirmed. Mr. Smith added that he 
had a similar conversation with Ms. Beltran and learned that FDOT is required 
to consider whether or not to have the roundabout but that is for the public input 
to determine not this Board, but it is an option. 

Ms. Heard continued stating page 141, an eight mile, lighting project on 1-95 for 
$6 million. She said this is "light pollution" and questions the need for these 
massive lights. Ms. Beltran said that they were the result of a safety study 
performed by FDOT. Ms. Heard said that she'd like to know how the study was 
done and determination made to warrant these lights. Ms. Lisa Dykstra advised 
that she will take this back to her office and return to the Board with an answer. 
Mr. Smith said that he is of the opinion that it's due to the study performed 
north of Bridge Road, it seems that there were numerous crashes at the curve on 
1-95 and this was due to safety issues. Ms. Dykstra said she'll get the answer 
and return. Ms. Heard mentioned the landscaping at 1-95 and SR 714 on page 
142. She stated that it's a chronic complaint of hers since it's a waste of money 
and she vehemently objects to the non-native "Exotic Palm" types of landscape 
on other interchanges. If anything is placed there it should not be Exotic Palms 
it should be a native species. Ms. Dykstra again said she'll take note. Ms. 
Heard said page 151, the $2.75 million for a pedestrian bridge in Jonathan 
Dickinson State Park (JDSP) over the Florida East Coast (FEC) Railroad. 
Could you describe the project and the location please. Ms. Alice Bojanowki 
said that those Federal funds were obtained by JDSP in the form of a Federal 
Land Access Program (FLAP) Grant. She stated that it is designed to connect 
the hiking/biking trails in the State Park with the Federal Wildlife Refuge and 
Nature Center on the East side of US 1. Ms. Bojanowski said that it will attract 
people to the Wildlife Refuge as well as the East Coast Greenway (ECG), it's a 
segment of a much larger network, and it's designed to allow pedestrians and 
cyclists to safely cross US 1. Mr. Smith said that he's walked that area and 
getting the sidewalk completed through the length of the park on US 1 is 
important as it is a ridiculously dangerous segment to bike or walk. He said that 
there had been a plan at some point to hook up the East Coast Greenway in 
JDSP but he's unsure as to the status of it at this point. Ms. Bojanowski advised 
that the MPO staff is going to be taking a close look at this project next month 
to study those connections. Mr. Smith thought that this sidewalk had been 
funded. Ms. Beltran advised that from the County Line to JDSP there is a 
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multimodal path which was opened a couple of years ago and designated as the 
ECG, but the FLAP Grant was obtained by the Park. Ms. Bojanowski said that 
this is also in the Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails Master Plan. Mr. Jenkins 
commented that the Hobe Sound area has looked forward to this project for 
years, but is there a plan to connect from the Wildlife facility to the existing 
sidewalks? Ms. Beltran said that the MPO is working on that with the Master 
Plan. Ms. Bojanowski noted that there is a bicycle lane on Dixie Highway 
which connects to a bike lane on US 1 going to the Wildlife facility. 

Ms. Heard mentioned that on page 153 - A23 there is a Project Design and 
Environmental (PD&E) study with construction set for FY2020/2 l, 1.1 miles, 
SR 714/SW Martin Highway from Citrus Boulevard to SE Martin adding that 
it's a very busy intersection in Palm City. Ms. Heard stated that page 157, A-25 
is a lighting project on I-95 south of the rest area at SR 9 to south of SR 
714/Martin Highway. She requested information as to why this was being done 
as it is light pollution. Page 168, A-36, she said, are mid-block crossings on 
Monterey Road and East Ocean Boulevard. Ms. Heard inquired if this could be 
accelerated as it's not slated until FY2019/20 and these are important safety 
projects. Ms. Beltran advised that the design has been programed, but she will 
confer with FDOT and get back to the Board. Mr. McDonald concurred, noting 
that it is a "hotspot". Ms. Heard continued, page 176, A-44 shows $4.2 million 
in Miscellaneous Construction. She requested additional details. Ms. Terry 
Rauth with Martin County Engineering introduced herself, adding that those 
funds are for resurfacing and bike lanes on Bridge Road. Ms. Heard affirmed 
adding that she was complete. 

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) with comments received and requested that the Turnpike 
work with FDOT to coordinate both the interchange and work on I-95. 
Ms. Beltran also requested that staff would be approved to make any minor 
changes on the TIP with the State. Mr. Smith affirmed, including that staff 
be allowed to make minor changes to the TIP as may be required. Mr. 
Vinny Barile provided a second. Mr. Smith commented to FDOT about his 
recent travels from the Northeastern coast to Stuart on I-95. He complemented 
FDOT saying that from Jacksonville, Florida south was exceedingly better than 
the northern segment. Additional commentary on the Interstate System in other 
States was heard. There were no additional public comments on this item. The 
question was called and the motion passed unanimously. 

E. FEC RAILROAD GRADE SEPARATION STUDY 
Ms. Beltran advised that this feasibility study was included in the Unified 
Planning Work Program (UPWP) which was approved last spring. She said that 
the study is 100% funded by a Federal grant through FDOT. Ms. Beltran stated 
that the discussions from the September Board meeting regarding the Scope of 
Services focused upon the anticipated freight along the Florida East Coast 
(FEC) Railroad. She advised that Mr. Jeff Weidner from Marlin Engineering 
and former Freight Coordinator for FDOT, District Four for 16 years, is the 
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consultant on this project. Ms. Beltran turned the floor over to Mr. Weidner. 
Mr. Weidner advised that this is the third time this project has come before the 
Board. He provided the timeline showing what has transpired since the 
project's inception and major changes such as the change from Indian Street to 
Monterey Road due to the lack of direct access over the railroad tracks to the 
hospital. He informed the Board of the various and numerous meetings to 
whom he has presented with many robust discussions and gatherings of public 
input. Mr. Weidner explained that the process is in its fmal phases then he 
provided a brief overview showing how they got to this point from the initial 
screening of 25 railroad crossings down to the tier two level looking at ten 
crossings with greatest justification and funding options. He advised that they 
reviewed five pedestrian and bicycle crossings in between the roadway 
crossings adding that some areas are already being used to cross the railroad 
tracks. Mr. Weidner said that this will move forward the concepts of the two 
roadway crossings equipped with bike lanes as well as the two 
pedestrian/bicycle crossings. He advised that the Candidates for the roadway 
crossings are Indian Street and Monterey Road with Golden Gate and 
downtown Stuart for pedestrian crossings. Mr. Weidner advised that prior to 
the meeting llxl 7 aerials were placed on the dais which show impacts to right 
of way (ROW) access on Indian Street. He went on to describe the elevated 
crossing at Indian Street. Mr. Weidner advised that the cost analysis would be 
$83 .6 million with a cost benefit using the FDOT Safety Index of 2.1. 

Mr. Weidner went on to discuss Monterey Road saying that four alternatives 
were studied for this crossing. Alternative two was from a study FDOT 
prepared in 2002. Mr. Weidner explained that in this Alternative the elevation 
would have to begin west of US 1 in order to reach the necessary height over 
the railroad tracks. He advised the Board that the color indicators shown mark 
the impacts due to loss of roadway access to the local area. Mr. Weidner added 
that the shopping center on the southeast comer of US 1 would lose entrance 
from Monterey Road due to the incline. There is no left tum option into the 
center from southbound US 1 without reconfiguration, possibly turning left at 
the next street, "Grumman" and into the center would be the easiest. Discussion 
ensued as to current roadway stacking issues, roadway elevation and various 
potential options for the shopping center. Mr. Weidner advised that the [airport] 
runway had not been expanded at the time of the 2002 FDOT study. Currently, 
post expansion, the runway protection zone may require a tighter design, 
additional studies will be necessary as airport funding could be jeopardized 
without design concurrence with the Federal Aviation Authority (FAA). 
Alternative 2B is similar to 2A with the exception that there is a cross-over 
route to Palm Beach Road which was important for hospital access by the 
emergency services community, however, he said, this option would take four 
additional homes. Mr. Weidner explained that Alternative three is a low grade 
depression, which is like a tunnel without a top that doesn't have to go as deep. 
He provided a slide showing a recently constructed depression in Miami-Dade 
County adding that a depression is less expensive and aesthetically more 
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appealing than a tunnel. Mr. Weidner continued saying that a grade separation 
above is actually longer than a depression due to the superstructure having to go 
on top wherein the superstructure of a depression is underneath making it 
"tighter". He showed how the depression begins from US 1 but doesn't extend 
to the west side. Mr. Weidner described the roadway, as four [interior] lanes 
going down, (two in each direction) maintaining the right-in, right out access of 
a frontage road. He said it will take some engineering but it is possible as ROW 
is not an issue at the comer of US 1, though there will be severe impacts. Mr. 
Weidner said that the Monterey Road through traffic will be removed from the 
equation allowing for the continuation of all turning movements, however, the 
turning lanes on Monterey will meet with train delays. He said that there 
currently is a U-tum on Monterey Road which can provide access to Palm 
Beach Road toward the hospital, though it would need to be expanded in order 
to accommodate larger emergency equipment. Again, Mr. Weidner mentioned 
the impact of losing four homes and he showed a picture and aerial of the U
tum. He explained the opportunities and challenges of this Alternative saying 
that the lanes which remain at grade would be conducive for complete street 
treatments adding that there wouldn't be any airport issues however there would 
be operating costs as the depression would require a pumping/drainage system 
to prevent possible flooding throughout the life of the project. Mr. Weidner said 
that the cost would be $68.5 million with a cost benefit of 3.7. Discussion 
ensued as to the viability of combining a couple of the projects and the need for 
pump stations in tunnels or depressions. 

Mr. Weidner moved on to the selections for the pedestrians/bicycles railroad 
crossings over the railroad adding that the Golden Gate area was one that was 
selected due to high pedestrian/cyclist traffic. He advised that they placed 
cameras at different locations. On Railroad A venue where numerous people 
walked both along as well as across the railroad tracks, Mr. Weidner said that 
they identified 58 pedestrians and 75 cyclists in a three day time period. On 
Indian Street for the same three days, there were 42 pedestrians and 51 bicycles 
crossing the street in the railroad crossing while there were eight pedestrians 
and 29 cyclists in one day walking along Commerce A venue Trail, some just 
coming from the woods presumably from the businesses on the each side of the 
railroad tracks. Mr. Weidner said that normally it's difficult to get people to use 
crossovers so their concept goes over the FEC at Dixie Highway and Garden 
Street. Mr. McDonald mentioned if that's the property near Paradigm, they 
have considered combining the two properties on either side of the road as they 
have a single owner. It was mentioned that they may not want a pedestrian 
crossing between the properties and that they are a defense contractor which 
also could influence that decision. Mr. Weidner advised that this is the first of a 
couple of other opportunities, but the proposed location was to channel people 
to use the bridge. He noted that there is a canal just south of the bridge and this 
is the first opportunity to cross over the railroad but there could be other 
opportunities should this one not work. Mr. Weidner addressed the calculation 
of the benefit stating that there is no history of a railroad ROW fatality of a 
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pedestrian or cyclist in Martin County. He added that currently there are only 
12 trains a day which will increase to the 50-60 in a few years. Mr. Weidner 
said that Palm Beach Counties' Tri-Rail information was factored in which 
included three fatalities in five years one of which was a suicide. He said using 
a conservative number they used one fatality every five years to calculate the 
benefit bringing the cost to $3.7 million with a cost benefit of 42.9. Mr. Smith 
also suggested that Paradigm should be considered at this location. Mr. 
Weidner acknowledged the comment and went on to talk about Downtown 
Stuart which has considerable bicycle and pedestrian activity. He noted that 
during the same time as the previously discussed cameras were collecting data 
on roadways, cameras were collecting data here as well. Mr. Weidner said that 
there were 1,556 Pedestrians/312 Bikes at the St. Lucie Avenue railroad 
crossing while at the Colorado A venue crossing there were 2, 134 
pedestrians/128 bikes. As previously mentioned, getting people to use the 
crossovers is the challenge so creating a "50 X 100 foot public space" which 
could offer exhibits, music festivals or other attractions could be the solution. 
He said that it would stem from the Park and Ride Lot, over the railroad to the 
downtown area, and providing a ramp on the east side would not cause a 
significant problem however the west side would affect multiple driveways and 
parking as well as being difficult to come down, so it was deemed best to have 
elevators and stairways on each side instead of a ramp. Mr. Weidner provided 
pictures from similar public spaces in New York City, NY and Birmingham, 
Alabama. Mr. Weidner stated that again they used the conservative number of 
one fatality every five years to derive at the $4.7 million cost with the cost 
benefit ratio of 34.0. Mr. Weidner responded to Mr. McDonald that having 
talked with the FEC, they are happy to have things moved from around the 
tracks and will assist in coordination of same noting that the selling of air rights 
was not discussed. Discussion ensued. Mr. Weidner advised Mr. Smith that 
should the City erect a parking garage, the elevator could access its second level 
as done at many airports. Mr. Weidner added regarding the "ROW over the 
railroad" in West Palm Beach, Florida there was a proposal to have a pedestrian 
plaza over the South Florida Rail corridor which is owned by FDOT. He said 
that FDOT would not allow any commercial activities to occur above their 
ROW, adding that the FEC is private sector and may not have that issue. Seeing 
no additional questions, Mr. Weidner informed that this study is wrapping up, 
the purpose was to identify impacts, fatal flaws as well as opportunities and now 
we are looking for a motion to provide documentation to Martin so that they 
may move forward in whatever direction they choose. 

Mr. Smith said that he will make the motion inclusive of a couple of 
comments; fact check the location crossing in Golden Gate by following up 
with the study, and private organizations mentioned previously, also the 
underground design at Monterey Road to incorporate the cloverleaf design 
so that the Emergency Services have access to Palm Beach Road; as well as 
investigate further design/thoughts of the pedestrian crossover and parking 
facilities in downtown Stuart. The motion was seconded by Mr. Harold 
Jenkins. Ms. Heard suggested looking into having Dixie Highway at Monterey 
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also trenched, so it would be East/West and North/South though that may not be 
the cheapest alternative. Mr. Weidner advised that it would be much more 
expensive. He said that a PD&E study could be done, but what was shown 
today has no fatal flaws and could vary some including location. Ms. Heard 
mentioned a recent newspaper ad wherein the journalist was critical of this type 
of study and accused politicians of thinking they have money to bum. She 
asked Ms. Beltran if she had been contacted by the Stuart News recently. Ms. 
Beltran replied no. Ms. Heard said that the article did not say it was a Federal 
grant being used and that these are improvements that need consideration as 
they were for grade crossings. Mr. McDonald stated that there is a qualified 
motion on the floor and seeing no additional comments the vote was called. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 

F. PUBLIC HEARING 
2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) 
AMENDMENT - FEC RAILROAD CROSSINGS 
The Chair, Mr. Troy McDonald, opened the Public Hearing. 
Ms. Beltran stated that this is the result of previous discussions at MPO 
meetings to have an LRTP Amendment that is generally for the State's Strategic 
Intermodal System (SIS) facilities, in particular, for grade separations along the 
FEC Railroad. She stated the importance of Monterey Road as it is the only 
State road in Martin County that crosses the FEC railroad tracks. Ms. Beltran 
said that means that the Monterey intersection grade separation could be totally 
funded using SIS funds, Federal and State funds. As a result, this LRTP 
Amendment includes all grade crossings along this SIS facility as well as a map 
that denotes all SIS facilities in Martin County. Ms. Beltran said that staff is 
seeking approval of the text amendment as well as the map. 
Seeing no additional Public Comments Chairman McDonald closed the Public 
Hearing. 

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the 2040 Long Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP) Amendment-FEC Railroad Grade Separation which was 
seconded by Ms. Heard. Seeing no further comments the vote was called 
and passed unanimously. 

G. PUBLIC HEARING 
FY2018/19-FY2022/23 LIST OF PROJECT PRIORITIES 
The Chair, Mr. Troy McDonald, opened the Public Hearing. 
Ms. Beth Beltran advised that there is a new List of Project Priorities (LOPP) in 
the agenda packet which shows the projects that are eligible for the Federal 
Attributable (SU) Funds. She continued that normally these come before you in 
September but the Legislature will be meeting in January of 2018 so FDOT has 
accelerated their deadlines. So as not to have additional meetings in July and 
August they are being brought to you today. Ms. Beltran advised that the LOPP 
begins with the PD&E Study on Monterey Road for the FEC Railroad Grade 
Separation. She highlighted the asterisk at the bottom of the page which reads 
"To be funded with SIS funds" which would come from a separate funding 
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source. She went on to talk about the other priorities: County Road (CR) 
713/High Meadow Avenue widening from two to four lanes from I-95 to CR 
714, Cove Road widening from two to four lanes from State Road (SR) 76 
(Kanner Highway) to US 1; Monterey Road and East Ocean Boulevard
Sidewalk connections/mid-block crosswalks and at the request of the City of 
Stuart, missmg sidewalk links; Jensen Beach Causeway bicycle 
facilities/buffered bike lanes from NE Indian River Drive to SR AlA, the State 
has programed design funds. Mr. Smith suggested that they also re-look at the 
medians as he's requested this for years, mentioning medians and landscape 
from the bridge to AlA. Ms. Beltran continued, Willoughby Boulevard 
Extension a new two lane road from Monterey Road to US 1. Ms. Beltran said 
it was decided to include this on this list and follow the requirements in order to 
ensure that Federal funds may be used if possible. Mr. Smith asked if SU funds 
have to meet the same requirements as the Federal Funds? Ms. Beltran affirmed 
adding that SU Funds are Federal funds. She continued, Cove Road Congestion 
Management/resurface/intersection improvements and bike lanes from US 1 to 
Dixie Highway; finally CR 714 Realignment of CR 714 to CR 15 Bat CR 710 
which is to show support for District One from District Four in this matter. The 
PD&E has been completed on widening CR 710 which included the project 
alternatives. Ms. Beltran said that she is having a teleconference with FDOT 
and the engineering staff to discuss how to move this forward. She stated that 
she will take questions at this time. Ms. Heard expressed her rigorous 
opposition to the Cove Road project as the residents have made themselves 
clear as to their desire to remain rural. As for the Willoughby Extension, she 
asked ifthe properties have been purchased or what is proposed for the purchase 
of the ROW? Ms. Beltran stated that properties previously purchased would 
have to be reviewed to ensure that they followed the Federal guidelines. Ms. 
Heard also addressed the CR 714 realignment noting that it is a dangerous 
intersection. SR 710 is currently scary to travel but will intensify as it becomes 
wider. She said that she has reservations about removing that dangerous curve 
as it almost promotes a higher speed, whereas currently people are warned of 
the curve and are almost forced to slow down. 

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the FY18/19 - FY22/23 List of 
Priority Projects and will hold his comments until after the second. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Tom Campenni. Mr. Smith asked if this 
Intersection will be signalized. Ms. Beltran stated that she's unsure but will 
check this during her teleconference with the two Districts and get back to the 
Board. He said he is of the opinion that it's going to be a "T" Intersection and it 
should certainly be considered for a signalized intersection. 

Ms. Beltran continued with the two other priority lists that are in the agenda. 
The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) list is predominately for 
pedestrian/bicycle projects. The first is the SE Bridge Road Sidewalk which is 
slated for funding in 2019, second is the NW Dixie Highway Sidewalk 
Extension funded in 2020 followed by the Dixie Highway and SE Florida Street 
Sidewalk Extension funded for 2021. The final priority list is the Transit 
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Program of Projects (POP) which capital funds are primarily for replacement of 
buses while the operating funds are for operating the system. 

Mr. Jenkins said as a young driver SR 714 was a straight road, why did they 
make that curve? Ms. Beltran stated that from a map it looks as if maybe 
District Four was trying to keep the road within Martin County as it's just inside 
the County line but no one seems to know for sure. There were no additional 
public comments. 

Seeing no additional Public Comments Chairman McDonald closed the Public 
Hearing. 

Mr. McDonald refreshed the Board in that a motion was made by Mr. Smith 
to approve the FY18/19 - FY22/23 List of Priority Projects and the second 
was received by Mr. Tom Campenni. The vote was called and the motion 
passed with Ms. Sarah Heard in objection. 

Mr. McDonald advised since the meeting was running long, that there would be 
a ten minute recess. 

(The meeting took a recess at 10:43 am) (The meeting reconvened at 10:55 am) 

H. MARTIN COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSIT (MCPT) OPERATIONS 
CENTER FEASIBILITY STUDY - SCOPE OF SERVICES 
Mr. Ricardo Vazquez stated that in the Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP) there is a Martin County Public Transit (MCPT) Operations Center 
Feasibility Study. He said that in order for MCPT to expand it was deemed 
important for Martin to have a facility. He stated that Mr. Jeff Weidner is here, 
who is the MPO's General Planning Contractor (GPC) for this project. Mr. 
Weidner advised the Board that currently (MCPT) is operated as a contracted 
service. At the last meeting a Draft Business Plan was presented to the Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) and the number one recommendation was that 
there could be efficiencies by consolidating the facilities for their Customer 
Service Center, the maintenance and parking facilities for employees as well as 
the buses. He said that the funding will come from the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) which has extremely strict restrictions that absolutely 
must be followed. Mr. Weidner advised that the FTA is very thorough in their 
oversight of the location selection adding that a site just can't be "picked" it 
must be vetted thoroughly as there are Title VI or Environmental Justice issues 
involved. He said that they will go through the rules and regulations and submit 
them to Tallahassee. Mr. Weidner said that they will perform a space analysis 
with Ms. Claudette Mahan and her staff. There has been discussion about "lead 
time", joint car/lease locations, identifying the parcels sizes using Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) overlay maps for appropriate or vacant properties. 
Mr. Weidner advised that they will identify approximately ten locations, review 
the sizes access and effects on the operation of the buses and get back with 
results. 
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Mr. Doug Smith made a motion to approve the scope of services which was 
seconded by Mr. Tom Campenni. The question was called and it passed 
unanimously. 

I. FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) 
COMPLETE STREETS HANDBOOK 
Ms. Beltran stated that this was requested by Commissioner Smith at the last 
meeting and Dr. Kim DeLaney is here from the Treasure Coast Regional 
Planning Council (TCRPC) to make this presentation. Dr. DeLaney introduced 
herself adding that she will provide an overview of complete streets. She 
remarked that streets should not be any wider than necessary with an emphasis 
on safety. She mentioned that the State of Florida has nine out of 20 of the most 
dangerous metro areas in the United States. Dr. DeLaney noted that in 2014 
then Secretary Prasad issued a Complete Streets Policy in an attempt to promote 
safety so the State began to rethink roads. She showed a timeline for complete 
streets implementation and the Department began rewriting all its documents. 
In addition to the Complete Streets Handbook said Dr. DeLaney, the Design 
Manual was updated with a focus on width of sidewalks and roadways adding 
that this information is available online. She mentioned the importance of 
efficiencies and land use showing a slide annotating the differences between 
rural through various urban classification settings. Dr. DeLaney mentioned that 
in the Design Manual width of sidewalks and roadways would be delineated 
adding that comments on the Design Manual will be taken through next month 
online. She noted in the Complete Streets Handbook there are FDOT 
partnerships adding that District Four is the leader Statewide having road diets, 
complete street layouts and implementations. Dr. DeLaney highlighted various 
items in the Contents, expanding on a few items explaining their relevance. She 
said that Martin needs to determine their vision for the area inclusive of their 
Primary Measures consisting of items such as Land Use, Building 
Height/Placement, on street parking as well as their Secondary Measures which 
outline residential density, population or employment density. Dr. DeLaney 
mentioned the Emphasis on Developing Regional and Community Visions; 
Bicycle Networks and Variable Cyclist User Needs to accommodate all levels 
of cyclists; Roadway Design Elements to Influence Operating Speed as well as 
the Funding and Maintenance. She briefly mentioned the importance of each 
factor and it's affect in the overall picture. Dr. DeLaney did state that there isn't 
a separate FDOT Funding category for Complete Streets but that they are 
diligently working to repair the State Transportation Network. She explained 
Appendix D highlighting the different speed ranges by context classifications 
for non-limited access facilities and provided the information where people 
could comment or makes suggestions until July 31, 2017 on the 2018 FDOT 
Design Manual. In conclusion, Dr. DeLaney said that she will answer any 
questions now. Mr. Doug Smith expressed his pleasure with the presentation 
and information included. He's glad to see the significant shift in how things 
are designed, acknowledging that it's a huge step for FDOT. Mr. McDonald 
advised that the State has purchased the STRA VA data and they are using it to 
develop better bicycle facilities. He explained that STRA VA is a social 
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nelwork for runners and cyclists who have compiled this information and sold it 
to the State to help them plan better facilities. Mr. McDonald inquired if the 
County has a Complete Street Policy. Mr. Smith said, ··no, one has yet to be 
adopted" however. he anticipates it will happen in the future. Dr. Delaney 
continued saying that across the country the Mayors· challenge is about ho 
land use is arranged which has everything to do with the success of an area. She 
mentioned that a neighboring county ha taken on the Complete Streets 
initiatives and that the National A ociation of Counties has said that walking 
has become the number one priority. Mr. McDonald advised that the City of 
Stuart has modified their policies toward a more complete street 
pedestrian/cyclist friendJy area. Dr. DeLaney said that the TCRPC has been 
working with neighboring areas to cultivate better more narrow intersection 
designs. 

9. COMMENTS FROM FDOT 
Ms. Victoria Williams with the Turnpike introduced herself. She advised that they 
are currently reviewing the SR 76 facilities. Ms. Williams stated that they are 
working with getting the project managers together to discuss projects inclusive of 
Kanner Highway to improve traffic which will determine if a full, more complete 
study will need to be undertaken. Mr. Smith noted that backups are still happening 
on the on-off ramp of I-95 northbound on Kanner and possibly the Turnpike could 
provide some relief in that area. Ms. Williams acknowledged his comments and will 
update as things progress. 

10. COMMENTS FROM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
None. 

11. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 
None. 

12. NOTES 
Ms. Beltran stated that the MPO has received no corrective actions from the State 
Certification review and are waiting for the District Secretary to sign the documents. 

13. NEXT MEETING: 
September 8, 2017 at 9:00 AM. 

14.ADJOURN 

As there were no remaining agenda items, the Chair adjourned the meeting RONR 
(10th ed.), p.233, c. (9) at 11:208 AM. 

dµ;J;~17 
/ Date 

k 10:,,Z&tl 
Date 

Martin MPO Meeting Minutes Page 14 ofl4 June 19, 2017 


