MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Martin County Administration Building
Growth Management Conference Room
2401 SE Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 221-1498
www .martinmpo.com

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 - 9:00 a.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was brought to order by the Chair Amy Eason at 9:04 a.m.

2. ROLL CALL
Members in Attendance:
Amy Eason, Chair
Sheila Kurtz, Vice Chair (Arrived at 9:14 AM)
Stephen Driver
Saadia Tsaftarides
DanParz
John Patteson
Trent Steele (Arrived at 9:10)

Members Excused:
Al Zilg

Members Absent
Ann Kagdis (Late notice)

Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant III
Bolivar Gomez, Planner
Alice Bojanowski, Planner
Ricardo Vazquez, Senior Associate Planner

Others in Attendance:
None.
A quorum was present for this meeting.

3. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion to approve the Agenda was made by Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides which was
seconded by Mr. Stephen Driver. Seeing no objections, the motion passed
unanimously.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
Mr. John Patteson made a motion which was seconded by Saadia Tsaftarides to
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approve the minutes from the February 8, 2017 meeting. No additions or
corrections were forthcoming. The motion passed unanimously.
5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. DRAFT FY2017/18-FY2021/22 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM (TIP) DRAFT FY2017/18-FY2021/22 TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)
Ms. Alice Bojanowski introduced herself as being with the MPO and the presenter of
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). She stated that the TIP is the five
year transportation plan which is annually updated with each year moving forward
allowing for the fifth year to provide for the next set of Project Priorities. She
presented slides beginning with the fiscal year (FY) 2017/18 through FY20121/22,
reminding the committee that this is a comprehensive list of all projects with
regional significance, having Federal or State funding and are priority projects. Ms.
Bojanowski advised that this Plan is consistent with the 20 year Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP), the Florida Department of Transportation's (FDOT's)
Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) as well as the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) all
of which, are required to be consistent. She noted that the Plan is fiscally
constrained to ensure project funding and must receive public input/review which is
provided through meetings such as this one. Ms. Bojanowski discussed the layout
beginning with the Outline which consists of an overview of the Major Projects;
project selections and prioritization process as well as the PIP. She said the
Appendices which includes the project sheets, delineates complete project
information from funding source, amounts, project location/limits, timelines and all
information regarding that project. Ms. Bojanowski showed the MPO Process
diagram indicating that the annual process is continual, beginning with the List of
Priority Projects (LOPP) being presented to FDOT, who reviews same drafting the
Tentative Work Program and presents it to each committee/MPG Board for public
input. After presenting the draft TIP, obtaining comments the Final TIP is presented
for adoption consisting of those comments, which begins the next year's cycle.
Today, she continued, staff is seeking approval of the Draft TIP to move forward to
the Board for approval so the Final may be anticipated to be approved in June. Ms.
Bojanowski explained the importance of public outreach, from being on both the
MPO and the Interactive TIP Tool websites, in the libraries, in the newspapers and at
meetings. She provided a timetable for this process noting where it is today leading
up to the adoption by the MPO Board. Seeing no questions Ms. Eason requested
that a motion for approval be made.
Mr. Stephen Driver made a motion to approve the Draft TIP. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Trent Steele. The vote was called and the motion passed
unanimously.
B. 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) AMENDMENTFEC RAILROAD/MONTEREY ROAD GRADE SEPARATION
Ms. Beth Beltran stated that this item has two parts: The first is the presentation
which the committee heard last month at the Joint Advisory Committee meeting.
She mentioned that the committees heard the presentation from Mr. Jeff Weidner
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regarding the grade separation along the corridor. She advised that the presentation
was provided to the MPO Policy Board who accepted the committee's
recommendations and added that moving forward they wanted an amendment to the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) that identifies the grade separation at the
Monterey Road crossing. She stated that they understand that there are issues at the
airport but they also understand that the State will have that project in their 2045
Unfunded Needs Plan for the SIS. Ms. Beltran advised that it does have State
support and informed the committee that a Project Development and Engineering
(PD&E) study is an engineering study, not a planning study like a feasibility study,
that looks at land use, the airport issues and is an in-depth study to answer the
necessary questions that have been asked. She said that this item is before you again
to approve the amendment and ask for your concurrence with the PD&E study. Ms.
Beltran said that the second part of this item is that the MPO had a Federal Audit
recently which was followed by a public meeting. She said that they want to see the
TIP projects in the long range plan, inclusive of the costs. Ms. Beltran stated that the
philosophy between the two plans differ greatly as the TIP is a budget that has
projects that can be funded, whereas the LRTP is a planning tool with costs
estimates based on projections. She said that she inquired of the auditors why we
have to do two plans if we have to add the TIP to the LRTP. Ms. Beltran said that it
is a new requirement and this modification needs to be included to indicate the
additions to the LRTP that need to be made. Mr. Dan Parz asked what information
is wanted in the LRTP. Ms. Beltran said that they want the TIP that was adopted at
the time that the LRTP was adopted. She clarified that the LRTP was adopt~d in
December of2015 whereas the TIP was adopted in FY 2015/16, which means all the
projects in that TIP will basically be the appendices for the LRTP, to show what
projects were funded at that time, adding that she's not positive why this is being
done. Ms. Eason noted that the LRTP is reviewed every five years and the TIP is
annual, maybe it's to ensure what is in the plan. There were no additional
discussions or questions so the chair inquired if there would be a motion to approve
the 2040 LRTP amendment-the FEC Railroad/Monterey Road Grade Separation.

A motion to approve the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)
amendment-FEC Railroad/Monterey Road Grade Separation was made by Mr.
Trent Steele which was seconded by Mr. Steven Driver. Seeing no objections,
the motion carried unanimously.
6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ms. Beltran advised that since the joint meeting the MPO held a Safety campaign and she
asked Mr. Bolivar Gomez to inform the committee of this event. Mr. Bolivar Gomez said
that recently the Bicycle Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (BPSAP) was adopted and a noted
recommendation was to conduct a safety awareness campaign for high pedestrian/cyclist
traffic volume areas one of which being Golden Gate. He advised the committee that the
MPO staffed a safety campaign at the comer of Indian Street and Old Dixie Highway
partnering with a couple of other agencies. Mr. Gomez said that South Florida Commuter
Services (SFCS) provided signs with the Alert Today Alive Tomorrow Slogan, bike lights
and bi-lingual safety information to give away. He said that within a two hour span, they
spoke to approximately 48 individuals walking or biking. He said the campaign was
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successful noting that Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides helped promote the event by going to local
businesses. Mr. Parz inquired as to the day of the week that this was performed. Ms.
Tsaftarides responded it was a Friday which is a busy day with families walking to Walmart.
Mr. Gomez said that people come from every direction at that intersection. It was learned
that FDOT sent someone to stand at the railroad crossing to promote Operatjon LifeSaver
and inform people of rail safety. Ms. Bojanowski showed a picture from that event wrucb is
located on the cover of the MPO's recently approved TIP. There was miscellaneous
discussion regarding a recent sighting of the All Aboard Florida (AAF) train station in West
Palm Beach Florida. Ms. Beltran reassured Mr. Parz that the grade separation planning
study is not about AAF it s about all transportation movement in that corridor inclusive of
the anticipated increase of freight traffic as well as the effect on the air space. Discussion
ensued as to the possibility of Grwnman Road being used for the grade separation noting the
cost and lesser community impact to which Ms. Beltran acknowledged that it is slated as a
back-up location. She added that issues include that it is a privately owned road and not
being a State facility the co t would be locally shouldered. Discu sion ensued about traffic
back-ups on both Monterey Road and Indian Street stretching into US I during train
crossings with increased train lengths. It was uggested to bave a sign advising drivers to not
turn if traffic is backed up or have the green arrow deactivated when congestion exists to
prevent impeding the north/south traffic on US 1.
7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

8. NEXT MEETING
CAC meeting June 7, 2017 at 9:00 AM
9. ADJOURN
A motion by Mr. Dan Parz was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion to adjourn
was seconded by Mr. Stephen Driver. There were no objections, the motion passed
unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:46 AM.
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