MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING SUMMARY
Monday, February 13, 2017 - 4:00 P.M.
2401 SE Monterey Road
1st Floor Growth Management Room
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 221-1498
1. CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Joan Moore, Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:00 P .M.
2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Joan Moore
Ken Natoli
Julie Preast
John Trahan
GeneZweben
Nick Pagan
Jan Icyda
David Pittinos
Excused Members
Andy Flanner
William Fry
Hal Forslund
Members Not In Attendance:
Craig Houdeshell
Eric Smith
Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant III
Bolivar Gomez, Planner
Ricardo Vazquez, Senior Associate Planner
Others in Attendance:
Officer Brian Bossio
Officer Chris Ross Wade
Officer Joe Hogan, City of Stuart
Lisa Juan, Kimley Horn/for Alex Barr, FDOT
DonFabricy
Vinny Barile
Karen Ostrand
Sam Amerson
A quorum was present for the meeting.
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3. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion to approve the Agenda was provided by Ms. Julie Preast. The second was
provided by Mr. John Trahan. Ms. Beth Beltran advised that there is a representative
from the City [of Stuart] who will be presenting the Transportation Alternative Program
(TAP) as well as speaking to the committee about the East Coast Greenway (ECG). She
requested that this item be moved up in an effort to allow them to leave after their
presentation. It was affirmed that those making the motion would amend it and the
question on the motion to accept the agenda as amended was called. There were no
objections. The motion passed unanimously.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
Ms. Moore asked if there were any corrections to the May 2, 2016 meeting minutes. Ms.
Julie Preast noted that on page ten of 11 the word "along has a space between the "a" and
the word "long". Ms. Moore inquired if there would be a motion to approve the minute
as amended.
A motion to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2016 meeting was provided by Mr.
John Trahan. The second was made by Mr. Gene Zweben. There were no
additional changes and the motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Moore inquired if there would be any changes to the minutes of the Special Meeting
on August 15, 2016. Seeing none, she called for a motion of approval.
The motion was made by Ms. Julie Preast which was seconded by Mr. Ken Natoli.
The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Moore asked if there were changes to the September 12, 2016 meeting minutes.
Seeing none, she requested a motion.
Mr. John Trahan made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 12,
2106 meeting. The minutes were seconded by Mr. Gene Zweben. The motion
passed unanimously.

Ms. Moore asked if there were any changes to the Joint Meeting minutes. Ms. Preast
inquired why this committee was approving this set of minutes as it should be approved
by that committee. Ms. Beltran advised that the Citizens' /Technical Advisory
Committees (CAC and TAC) each have approved these already.
Ms. Preast said that she will make a motion to approve the Joint CAC/BPAC/TAC
Meeting minutes of November 14, 2016. This motion was approved by Mr. John
Trahan. The minutes were approved unanimously.
5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Ms. Beltran advised that this is an annual event according to the Bylaws. Ms. Preast
inquired if the Ms. Joan Moore was interested in maintaining her position. She affirmed
adding that if someone desires this position she has no qualms. Ms. Preast nominated
Ms. Moore as Chair. The nomination was seconded by Mr. John Trahan. All were
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in favor; the nomination was closed with Ms. Moore maintaining the Chair
position. Ms. Preast nominated Mr. Ken Natoli as Vice Chair which was seconded
by Mr. Gene Zweben. There were no additional nominations and the nominations
were closed, with Mr. Natoli unanimously maintaining the position of Vice Chair.
B. TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM (TAP) - PROJECT
APPLICATION
Ms. Beltran stated that the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Application also
comes to the committee annually and this year there was only one which came from the
City of Stuart. She advised that Mr. Sam Amerson, the Director of the Public Works
Department for the City is here to make this presentation. Mr. Amerson introduced this
project as the 2017 Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) application which
would be funded in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020/21 for Southeast Dixie Highway and
Southeast Florida Street Sidewalk Extensions. He provided a slide pointing out the
project limits including how this project connects to a prior project near Kiwanis Park.
Mr. Amerson stated that there have been a couple of projects also recently constructed,
one which was a roadway reduction on Colorado completing a Complete Street Project;
construction of the other project also using TAP funds, will begin this summer between
Johnson Avenue and Kindred Street. This project, he said, is also a roadway reduction
resulting in a Complete Street project consisting of median, bike lanes and on street
parking. Mr. Amerson highlighted a third recently completed project in the Dixie
Highway vicinity which has crosswalks and reflective markers. He provided a typical
section of Dixie Highway showing the proposed six foot concrete pathway with a six
foot clear zone adding that it will all be contained within the City's right-of-way
(ROW). He detailed the Florida Street proposal inclusive of the addition of a curb and
gutter section to provide for a six foot sidewalk alleviating pedestrians in the roadway.
Mr. Amerson stated that also the City will be adding "Sharrow" markings as a safety
enhancement to some roadways, designating that drivers should anticipate seeing
cyclists in the roadway. Ms. Preast remarked that it is a "first" for the City to introduce
"Sharrows" to Stuart. Ms. Beltran added that the City was placing them on the bascule
bridge. It was learned that they will show up on the bridge prior to on these area
roadways as these projects are still three years out. Ms. Preast said that she's looking
forward to the "Sharrows" and noted the importance of the education for the public
when the signage goes up. Mr. Amerson said that the current conceptual costs inclusive
of ROW is approximately $522,000, with TAP funds for this cycle in the approximate
amount of $359,000, with the approximate balance of $163,000 being funded by the
City of Stuart with non-participating items being partially funded by the Stuart
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA). He advised that the City of Stuart adopted
a Resolution in January in support of this project and authorizing staff to make the TAP
fund application through the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to FDOT as
well as a letter of support from the City of Stuart's CRA. Ms. Preast offered praises to
the City for their efforts in getting sidewalks constructed. Mr. Amerson included that
Florida Power and Light (FPL) are installing cobra head street lights on that segment
due to the increased modes of traffic. Mr. Zweben expressed his pleasure with the
reduced speed and lane reduction on Colorado saying that his business is located near
there and he was skeptical at first but has seen the benefits of better traffic flow.
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A motion to approve the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Project
Application was made by Ms. Julie Preast. The motion was seconded by Mr. Jan
Icyda. The motion passed unanimously without further discussion.
C. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM (PIP) -ANNUAL REPORT
Mr. Gomez stated that this is an annual item that the MPO brings to the committees to
show the methods used to involve the public in the transportation planning process. He
advised that he'll briefly highlight each of the five objectives referred to in the Public
Involvement Plan (PIP). The first Objective is to hold regular public meetings with the
advisory committees to obtain input to provide to the MPO Policy Board on all MPO
actions and documents. Mr. Gomez advised that regular meetings were held with the
committees, each committee has a high percentage of positions filled; agendas were
distributed seven days in advance of each meeting allowing adequate review time;
Objective two is to provide equitable access to information regarding transportation
decision making which he stated was achieved through holding meetings and open
houses showing documentation of the 33 total meetings. Mr. Gomez stated that the open
houses were disbursed throughout the County and there were two regional meetings. He
advised that staff attends meetings which are held by other agencies noting appearances
at several Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) meetings throughout the County
as well as the Parks and Recreation Department meetings. Mr. Gomez said that all
information is also available on the MPO's website and information for public review is
distributed to each of the County libraries, showing photos of some of the events. Mr.
Gomez said that Objective three is to engage the public early, often and with clarity so
that opportunities exist for public feedback in the transportation decision making
process: He said that there was newspaper and television press coverage regarding
events, information and projects, documents were in the public libraries with public
comments being included in documents as shown in the technical memorandum of the
Bicycle, Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (BPSAP), plus the MPO Newsletter was recently
distributed. Mr. Gomez said that Objective Four is to use a variety ofmethods to involve
and engage the public. He advised that at recent Open Houses, an Interactive Polling
System was used so people could see their responses in real time, there were comment
boxes provided, maps were provided to name a few. Finally, Objection five is Public
Input on Program of Projects for Public Transit. Mr. Gomez advised that the MPO is
required to take the Transit Program of Projects (POP) list to the Advisory Committees
as well as to the MPO Policy Board. He concluded that this was a general overview of
the 2016 PIP, he' ll take any questions and he's looking for a motion to advance this to
the MPO Board for approval.
Mr. Jan Icyda made a motion to approve the Public Involvement Program (PIP)
Annual Report. The motion was seconded by Mr. Gene Zweben. There were no
objections. The motion passed unanimously.·
D. PIP - AMENDMENT
Mr. Gomez advised that staff reviewed the PIP document in order to update it. Mr.
Carey Shepherd with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) was asked to review
the document and provide recommendations as well he said. Mr. Shepherd's
suggestions were as follows: Show how the PIP was developed in 2009 as well as the
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process; the recent amendments, that the information is available for public
review/input, how the information is collected and what is done with it to mention a few.
Mr. Gomez stated that each of these recommendations were consolidated into the
document, a paragraph was added showing how the public input is used to develop the
objectives and priority projects, how to participate on-line, inclusive of photos to make it
more vibrant. Ms. Preast advised of a clerical error on [agenda] page 138 where an "X"
should be deleted before "county libraries". She added that the MPO advisory
committee meetings are advertised in the Martin County Newsletter and should be noted
within the PIP. Mr. Gomez said that he was seeking approval of this item with the
recommendations.

Ms. Julie Preast made a motion to accept the PIP amendment with the
recommended suggestions. Mr. Jan Icyda provided the second. There were no
objections and the motion passed unanimously.
E. TITLE VI AND OTHER NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY AND PLAN AMENDMENT
Mr. Gomez said that this document was also reviewed by Mr. Carey Shepherd. He said
that Title VI is to be followed to ensure that people or groups are not discriminated
against in the transportation planning proces . Mr. Gomez said that Mr. Shepherd
suggested including an organization structure chart which showed the Title Vl/NonDiscrimination Program for Martin County and the MPO. ln the slide previewed, the
word 'vacant" was showed as the Martin Cow1ty position was currently vacant. Ms.
Preast inquired as to the importance of showing that position being vacant. Mr. Gomez
explained that it is to show that the position does exist and once the position i filled the
information will be updated. He provided a slide showing recently released information
from the 2011-2015 American Community Survey which depicts Martin County'
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) populous predominately in Port Salerno and
Indiantown. Mr. Gomez said that he referenced the updated Communit Characteristics
Report which will help with the project selection and finally the Activities Log which
shows the Title VJ/Non-Discrimination events which staff has attended. Mr. Gomez
aid that he i looking for approval of th.i item.

A motion was made by Mr. John Trahan to approve the Title VI and Other NooDiscrimination Policy and Plan-Amendment. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Julie Preast. There was no additional discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
F. LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)-AMENDMENT
Ms. Beltran stated that this amendment covers a couple of areas. First is that the MPO is
preparing to be audited by the FHWA in April. MPO staff has worked with FHWA staff
to have the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) reviewed for potential changes or
amendments. The two chapters that will have modifications are nine and eleven.
Chapter nine is the Cost Feasible Plan (CFP). Under the Livable Communities
Initiatives (LCI), Commissioner Doug Smith, at a recent MPO Board Meeting suggested
that three projects should be listed in the CFP along with their funding sources, so it will
be available when the List of Priority Projects (LOPP) are brought up in June. The first,
she said, is the Willoughby Extension with the other two being CRA related projects,
Mapp and Bridge Roads. Ms. Beltran stated that these have been included in Chapter

BP AC Minutes

Page 5 of8

Feb.13,2017

nine so based on the FHWA comment, the additional criteria and information was
included into the appendices along with Table 9-lA. She said that FHWA staff also
wanted the TIP [five year-short range plan] funds included in the LRTP, which is the 20
year plan. Ms. Beltran mentioned that per FHWA's request some text was included
about the airport and transit as well as a CFP table that was identified in Chapter seven
of the LRTP. Ms. Julie Preast inquired if it would be possible to include connectivity of
the CRAs in the last category of Table 9-lA "Consistency with Goals and Objectives"
since there is a change in climate regarding "CRAs or livable communities" and
"redevelopment" with the new Board. Ms. Beltran advised that it's already included in
the Goals and Objectives. Mr. Natoli inquired if something triggered the information
about the LCI parking improvements. Ms. Beltran mentioned that the City supports and
was interested in a parking garage plus improved parking was identified in the LRTP as
was additional Park "N" Rides. Mr. Icyda said that he suggested to a downtown
business owner to install a bike rack and it happened. The committee noted that
important need and suggested that something should be done, adding that frequently
people doing business in public locations will bring their bicycles inside or lock them up
to trees.

A motion to approve the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Amendment
was offered by Mr. Ken Natoli. Mr. Jan Icyda provided a second. There was no
objection. The motion passed unanimously.
G. EAST COAST GREENWAY (ECG) - CITY OF STUART
(This item was heard after item 8 B)
Mr. Bolivar Gomez mentioned at a prior meeting it was discussed how to incorporate
the ECG throughout the County in an attempt to complete the missing gaps. He said
time ran out when it came to discussing the City of Stuart boundaries. Mr. Gomez said
that he requested Mr. Amerson to come to this meeting to respond to the questions this
committee may have for areas within the City of Stuart. A City of Stuart map was
placed on the screen and Mr. Gomez asked the committee if there were any suggestions.
Ms. Beltran reminded the committee that the City was approved for the TAP application
last year whose southern terminus is just north of the Bascule Bridge. She said that it's a
sidewalk which leads to the multiuse path on the Green River Parkway but ends just
before Wright Boulevard. This is a connection to the Balcer Road connection. Mr. Ken
Natoli showed various north/south possibilities Dixie Highway or the Willoughby
Extension alternative which could extend to Cove Road, through the Atlantic Ridge and
Jonathan Dickinson State Parks. He said that Mr. Herb Hiller with the ECG strongly
suggested that the ECG run through downtown sections. Mr. Natoli said that going
through downtown is a huge challenge and whether to go over the big or the small
bridge has its own challenge. He said that the ECG has a minimum width for
sidewalks/multimodal paths. It was learned that the speed limits in that vicinity is
between 25 or 35 miles per hour (MPH) the bascule bridge area south is 25 MPH,
Colorado 30 and Dixie Highway south of Kiwanis Park is 35 MPH. Discussion ensued
as to the difference between the ECGs not "Sharrows'', Speed qualification for
"Sharrows" and that people in Martin County are not educated on "Sharrows". The
conversation was redirected to the ECG which has an eight foot minimum pathway
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which will be very challenging through downtown. It was suggested that possibly they
could get away with a six foot sidewalk for a small segment? Mr. Amerson said that due
to the impending new rail south on Dixie there would only be six feet available as there
is a 25 foot operating clear zone from the center of the rail to any improvement.
Discussion ensued about the existing sidewalk, the eight foot requirement, drainage
issues and other roadways each with challenges. Mr. Gomez reminded the committee
that Mr. Forslund suggested taking neighborhood roads. Ms. Beltran said the ECG in
the Seabranch area has a six foot sidewalk and it was designated as an exception. Mr.
Gomez said that the ECG has their own governing body and if there is a lack of ROW
they may possibly be capable of designating an exception if there is no other way, we
could ask. Discussion ensued that the greenway is multimodal, it's pedestrians and
cyclists so bike lanes aren't a true connection. It was noted that there is a pedestrian
bridge under the railroad near the bascule bridge which goes to Flagler Avenue. Other
route options were suggested inclusive of the large bridge which has sidewalks and one
can get to the beach but there may need to be an exception for bike lanes. Ms. Beltran
advised that there was a traffic study [Congestion Management Program (CMP)]
performed a few years back on Monterey Road/East Ocean to the [Evans McCrary]
Bridge and the MPO has a design for a pedestrian bridge in that area. Mr. Amerson said
there will be some choke points and exceptions may need to be looked into. He will
give this more consideration but is unsure how much of this can actually happen. Mr.
Natoli expressed thanks to Mr. Amerson for his attendance at tonight's meeting and that
he's glad that he will look into this matter since it would be an economic plus.
6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr. Natoli suggested possibly asking Ms. Nikki Van Vonno from Growth Management to
attend and discuss the Willoughby Area; south of Cove and north of Bridge Roads including
possible connections through Atlantic Ridge State Park. Ms. Beltran agreed that it would be
a good idea to have someone from Growth Management at a future meeting and she will ask
Ms. Van Vonno.
Mr. Icyda stated that he resides in the Rocky Point area and Salemo Road was recently
paved and there are still no sidewalks or bike lanes. It was noted that there are hospitals, a
library and schools from elementary to college in that vicinity.

Ms. Preast mentioned a meeting she attended in the morning where people complained as
there was a group of cyclist riding-abreast on US 1, blocking traffic. She asked if any of the
Officers present could inform this committee as to the rules regarding riding abreast on
roadways.
Ms. Preast also requested an update on the "Positive Ticketing" being done by the City of
Stuart Police. Officer Bossio responded that they had been providing gift cards to children
exhibiting positive behavior like wearing helmets, using crosswalks and other actions.
Ms. Preast noted a business merchant representative is needed if anyone knew someone who
was a pedestrian or cyclist that fit that position.
Mr. Gomez expressed thanks for the local officials and the law enforcement personnel who
are present at tonight's meeting. He introduced Mr. Nicolas Pagan who has joined the

BP AC Minutes

Page 7 of8

Feb. 13, 2017

BPAC at the recommendation of Mr. Sam Patterson at the Division of Blind Services. Mr.
Pagan stated that he has vision impairment issues but is capable of riding his bicycle. Ms.
Beltran introduced Commissioner Vinny Barile from the Town of Sewall's Point who is
here with a potential member, Mr. Don Fabricy, to represent the Town. Mr. Fabricy
informed that he has resided in Sewall's Point for about four years and looks forward to
being on the committee. Ms. Beltran also introduced Ms. Karen Ostrand, the Mayor of
Ocean Breeze. Ms. Beltran introduced the new Sewall's Point officer appointment, Officer
Chris Ross Wade. Officer Wade said that Sewall's Point has also been participating in a
bicycle safety program noting that patrols have been handing out bike lights to riders.
Officer Bossio advised that the City of Stuart is also hands out bike lights to improve safety.
Mr. Natoli advised that he was at the Steering Committee for the Bike/Ped Master Plan and
he has a lot of positive hope for that project. Mr. Gomez said that there will be an Open
House on March 22, 2017 and will forward the information to the committee.
Ms. Beltran advised that there will be an Open House for the FEC Grade Crossing Study on
February 28, 2017 from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM in the City Commission Chambers, Stuart, FL.
7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.
8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
Ms. Beltran added that Mr. Lisa Juan with Kimley-Horn is here representing FDOT for the
BPAC representative Mr. Alex Barr. Ms. Juan introduced herself and said that there is
going to be a Safe Routes to School (SRTS} Mandatory application Workshop beginning
May 18, 2017 at 1:00 PM for anyone desiring to apply. Ms. Beltran explained that the
BPAC cannot apply but individual entities i.e. the City of Stuart, may apply. Ms. Juan
provided a handout of FDOT's Scoping and Design three to 12 month Preview which
contains upcoming jobs. Ms. Preast asked if the MPO would share this information on the
SRTS. Ms. Beltran affirmed.
9. NEXT MEETING
• Joint CAC/BPAC/TAC Meeting April 3, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.
IO.ADJOURN
Seeing no further Agenda items the meeting was adjourned by the Chair via RONR
(10th ed .) p.350 I. 16-17 at 5:34 PM.

Approved by:

Date

Joan Moort fhair
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