MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
POLICY BOARD MEETING
Martin County Board of County Commissioner Chambers
2401 S.E. Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 221-1498

www .martinmpo.com
Monday, May 22, 2017 @9:00 A.M.
Meeting Minutes

1. CALL TO ORDER.
The Chair, Mr. Troy McDonald, called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM
2. PRAYER Reverend James Brocious, Stuart Alliance Church.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Troy McDonald, Chair, City of Stuart Commissioner
Sarah Heard, Martin County Board of County Commissioners
Vinny Barile, Vice Chair, Town of Sewall's Point Commissioners
Edward Ciampi, Martin County Board of County Commissioners
Doug Smith, Martin County Board of County Commissioners
Harold Jenkins, Martin County Board of County Commissioners
Anthony Dowling, Indiantown Representative, non-voting member

Members Excused:
Tom Campenni, City of Stuart Commissioner

Members Absent:
None.

Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Alice Bojanowski, Senior Planner
Bolivar Gomez, Planner
Ricardo Vazquez, Senior Associate Planner
Margaret H. Brassard, Administrative Assistant III

Others in Attendance:
Rev. James Brocious, Stuart Alliance Church
Victoria Williams, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Turnpike
Yanique Kelly, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
Mayur Patel, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
Lisa Wichser, County Engineer, Martin County
Terry Rauth, Martin County Engineering Department Director
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A quorum was present for this meeting.

5. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion to approve the agenda was provided by Ms. Sarah Heard. A second
was provided by Mr. Doug Smith. There were no comments and the motion
passed unanimously.
6. APPROVE MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2017 meeting was made by
Mr. Vinny Barile. The motion was seconded by Mr. Doug Smith. There were
no corrections requested. The motion was approved unanimously.
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS
(PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO THREE MINUTES; COMPLETE CARD TO COMMENT)

None.

8. BUSINESS ITEM
A. DRAFT FY2017/18-FY2021/22 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM
Ms. Alice Bojanowski said that every year staff reviews the five year
transportation program [Transportation hnprovement Program (TIP)] and the
fifth year of funding is rotated forward. She stated that the purpose of the TIP is
to provide a comprehensive list of transportation projects that are funded. These
are Federal and State funds to be used for significant MPO priority projects. Ms.
Bojanowski advised that the TIP must be consistent with other Plans such as the
Cost Feasible Plan (CFP), it must be financially constrained with a five year
horizon. She advised that the document before you today is a Draft which
includes comments from the public during the public review period and the Final
will come before you at next month's meeting. Ms. Bojanowski explained the
composition of the TIP beginning with how it is organized. She noted there are
many abbreviations, an overview of the Major Projects which delineates how a
project is selected as well as prioritized. Ms. Bojanowski advised that there is a
public involvement component with a large portion of the TIP being the project
sheets, there is an Appendix showing local jurisdiction improvements and the
Federal obligated projects. She reminded the Board that this is a Draft which
consists of the List of Project Priorities (LOPP) all of which have been
previously approved with the December Draft Tentative Work Program in
anticipation to be the adopted TIP in June/July. Ms. Bojanowski mentioned that
there is a Congestion Management Process (CMP), highlighted a Major Project,
and viewed a map of the County with each project location depicted. She
explained the information found on a project sheet, provided the various means
of public outreach that is undertaken to obtain public comments, pointed out the
current status on the timeline of the TIP with anticipated events to bring the TIP
to completion and said that she will take any questions at this time. Ms. Sarah
Heard noted that on page 64 of the agenda is shows that approximately $1.8
million will be spent on landscaping at the 1-95 interchange at State Road (SR)
714 to which she commented is a "colossal waste of taxpayers' money." She
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clarified that the interchanges are over-planted and under maintained so it would
be better to do nothing than to landscape the areas only to allow them to die. Ms.
Heard also recommended if they are planted it should be native species only,
though she is of the opinion that the funds could be better spent on necessary
projects in lieu of "frills" of this nature.

Mr. Edward Ciampi provided a motion to approve the Draft
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). The motion was seconded by Mr.
Doug Smith. There was no additional discussion and the motion carried
unanimously.
B. 2040 LRTP AMENDMENT - FEC RAILROAD/ MONTEREY ROAD
GRADE SEPARATION
Ms. Beth Beltran advised that this item has two parts; the first being the 2040
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Amendment which was discussed at
the prior meeting and will return for approval before this Board as a Public
Hearing. Staff is working to provide the appropriate language to move ahead
with that project she said. Part two, Ms. Beltran said, is an LRTP modification
which was requested by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) during
the MPO's recent Certification Audit. She advised that FHWA staff requested
that the TIP be included in the LRTP noting that a handout was provided prior to
the meeting with TIP projects/costs which will be included in the LRTP
Appendices. Staff is requesting approval of the modification and inclusion of the
TIP into the LRTP. Mr. Smith mentioned the at-grade crossings and as this is a
Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) corridor staff needs to be asking FDOT for the
requirements of SIS corridors near the Florida East Coast (FEC) Railroad to seek
funding opportunities to have better/modified crossings as part of the SIS
infrastructure. He noted that there are a lot of funds for the SIS projects but we
have to review the corridor and ask for the funds which could provide
opportunities that Martin may otherwise miss. Ms. Beltran requested approval to
add the modification and TIP to the LRTP. Mr. McDonald inquired if this LRTP
modification would have to become an annual event to include the TIP. Ms.
Beltran said that she asked that of the Federal Auditors and was advised that they
only needed to put in the projects that were in the adopted TIP at that time the
2040 Plan was adopted. Mr. McDonald said that it seems that it would have to
be updated annually since the TIP is updated annually
Ms. Sarah Heard made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr.
Vinny Barile. Seeing no public comments, the vote was called. The motion
passed (four to one) with Mr. Doug Smith in dissent.
C. UPDATE - US DOT FINAL RULE ON MPO COORDINATION &
PLANNING AREA REFORM
Ms. Beltran said that this is an update on the MPO Coordination and
Planning Area Reform. She said the evening of the Federal Audit Public
Hearing, word was released that the House [of Representatives] did pass the
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repeal of this rule and has been signed by the President [of the United States]
since that time. Mr. McDonald advised of discussions he and other
constituents had with Congressman Brian Mast.
He said that the
Congressman co-sponsored a Repeal Bill to the House and he was of the
opinion that staff should draft a letter for the Chair's signature, to thank
Congressman Mast for his supporting efforts, as well as listening to his
constituents.

Mr. Edward Ciampi made a motion _to direct staff to draft a letter for
the signature of the Chair, of "thanks" to Congressman Mast "for
listening to Martin's concerns". The motion was seconded by Mr.
Smith.
There was no further discussion.
The motion passed
unanimously.
9. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
Mr. Barile inquired of the FDOT representative as to the status of the mast arm in
the AlA corridor of Sewall's Point. Ms. Yanique Kelly, from FDOT, advised that
she will contact the project manager and will get that answer back to Ms. Beltran to
disseminate the information to this Board. Ms. Kelly took this opportunity to
introduce to the Board Mr. Mayur Patel, District Planning and Environmental
Administrator at FDOT District Four. Pleasantries of welcome were expressed by
all.
Mr. Smith directed a follow up to Mr. Barile's question in that green bike lanes were
requested through Sewall's Point and FDOT agreed to provide them but there has
been no action on that project. Mr. Barile affirmed that it had been agreed to by
FDOT and that the two items were tied together.

10. COMMENTS FROM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
None.
11. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS
Mr. Edward Ciampi mentioned to the Board that the corridor between the Veteran's
Memorial Bridge, west to Citrus and High Meadow Boulevards have been
experiencing an unbelievable amount of traffic/pedestrian accidents with fatalities.
He said that he would like to hear from colleagues at FDOT to learn what other areas
are doing to circumvent these accidents. He has talked to Ms. Lisa Wichser, Martin
County Engineer, as to what can be done, to learn that reducing the speed on High
Meadow is one option, from south of Martin Highway to the 1-95 interchange. He
suggested possibly installing rumble strips for the length of the road as people may
be distracted and a head on collision at speeds upwards of 35 miles per hours (MPH)
is potentially deadly. He would like to have an update on this matter sooner than
later as there have been two fatalities this year. Ms. Wichser advised that the County
is already in process of placing those audible lines down on that stretch of roadway.
Mr. Ciampi said he wasn't considering something that is glued down he wants the
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roadway grooved. Ms. Wichser said and Mr. Ciampi agreed that the audible strips
will make sound. Mr. Ciampi said his constituents would appreciate it when it is
completed, thank you.
Mr. Harold Jenkins advised that he recently attended the Metropolitan Planning
Organization Advisory Committee (MPOAC) training in Orlando. He stated that
they did a fantastic job of making the subject interesting. He mentioned that upon
the recommendation of another attendee who had taken the training two years prior,
that the training is much better the second time after one has the opportunity to
experience the position and have some understanding as to what is expected in the
role. Mr. Jenkins said he'd like to take the training again in a couple of years, it was
thoroughly enjoyable and he highly recommends it to anyone who has yet to attend
and thanked the MPO for allowing him to go.
Mr. Anthony Dowling advised that he went to the Weekend Institute this past
weekend. He advised that it was informative but awesome. He desires to return in
two years also and he expressed thanks to staff for making the arrangements.

12.NOTES
Ms. Beltran advised that the District Four Third Quarter Progress Report was
provided to the Board prior to the meeting.
Ms. Beltran also noted that the County's Ecosystem Division is working on
submitting an application to designate paddling trails and have requested that a letter
of support be drafted for the signature of the Chair. She stated that currently the
State inventory of paddling trails shows the South Fork of the St. Lucie River as well
as the Indian River Lagoon as undesignated. This letter will support getting these
waterways designated and staff requests approval and a motion to draft the letter.

Mr. Doug Smith made a motion for staff to draft a letter of support for the
Chair's signature, to approve the aforementioned waterways be designated
paddling trails. Mr. Edward Ciampi gave a second to the motion. There was
no additional discussion and the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Doug Smith said that he recently heard a fantastic presentation made by Dr. Kim
DeLaney from the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council (TCRPC) for FDOT
on Complete Streets. He requested that she be asked to come make that presentation
to this Board as there have been a lot of significant changes and it may help address
some of the issues for Palm City. Mr. Smith said that it may help people understand
what is going on there. Mr. McDonald added that at the recent MPOAC meeting it
was learned that there is a new Complete Streets manual being developed with a lot
of focus on bicycle/pedestrian safety. Mr. Smith said that he believes that the public
comment period is approximately another month. He mentioned that it would be
great timing as FDOT has, for the most part, adopted this or something similar, so if
there is anything else that should come out of the MPO or the public comments now
is the time.
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13. NEXT MEETING:
June 19, 2017 at 9:00 AM.

14.ADJOURN
As there were no remaining agenda items, the Chair adjourned the meeting RONR
(10th ed.), p.233, c. (9) at 9:28 AM.
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