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n The Move

Grade Separation Study
Safety, connectivity and  traffic flow. 

These issues are so important in trans-
portation planning. To keep all modes 
flowing smoothly in Martin County, the 
Martin Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO) is working on a conceptual 
study for grade separations on the Flor-
ida East Coast (FEC) railway corridor. 

Grade separation is the term we use for 
the separation of different flows of 

traffic using physical means. Grade sepa-
ration is an arrangement where the roads, 
paths, and railroads cross one another at 
different elevations or levels. Examples 
typically include pedestrian overpasses, 
underground tunnels or bridges.  This 
study project will help us ensure smooth 
traffic flow even when more freight trains 
are added to the FEC railway tracks.

The Martin MPO anticipates that there 
will be an increase in train activity in 

the area, and we are acting in a proactive 
manner to prepare the county for the fu-
ture. The FEC corridor runs north-south, 
parallel to, and generally adjacent to Di-
xie Highway, with twenty-eight (28) at-
grade railroad crossings in eastern Martin 
County. Many of these crossings are also 

adjacent to or in close proximity to signal-
ized intersections. Cars, trucks, bicycles, 
boats and other vehicles, plus pedestrians, 
are impacted by increased roadway conges-
tion. The number, frequency, speeds and 
lengths of trains, especially during peak 
hours, are impacting the operation of vehi-
cles and trains (and pedestrians) at at-grade 
crossings that could create safety issues.

At the same time that there are traf-
fic safety and congestion concerns at 

highway-rail crossings, there is also evi-
dence of pedestrians crossing the main-
line railway tracks in-between crossings, 
to get from their neighborhoods to work, 
shop and/or for recreational destina-
tions. As our community continues to 
grow and more freight trains are intro-
duced, there is a growing concern for pe-
destrian safety on the railroad main-line.  

The MPO has hired Marlin Engineer-
ing to conduct this feasibility study 

to identify, evaluate and select potential 
roadway and non-motorized grade sepa-
ration crossings on the FEC railway. The 
Martin MPO and Marlin Engineering 
will focus on 10 of the 28 crossings for 
the preliminary study, and after research 

and analysis, will narrow these 10 cross-
ings down into four conceptual studies.  

Together with our Study Advisory 
Team (SAT), the MPO and Marlin 

Engineering will determine which type of 
grade separations are the most appropriate. 

With data collection, analysis, and 
field observations, we will priori-

tize and examine the cost-benefit feasi-
bility of recommended improvements.

Our desire is to maintain and enhance 
community connectivity between 

bus routes, schools, hospitals, parks and 
other important locations. The final plan 
will include conceptual plans for two 
highway/railroad grade separation cross-
ings and two pedestrian/non-motor-
ized crossings. We anticipate this study 
completion next summer. Stay tuned!
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The Martin MPO is developing a Bicycle, Pedestrian & 
Trails Master Plan with an expected completion within 

12 months. Building from the foundation of the 2040 Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the purpose of the Bi-
cycle, Pedestrian & Trails Master Plan is to refine the non-
motorized transportation network and identify specific 
projects that can be implemented between now and the long 
range horizon. The Master Plan will have a project steering 
committee including representatives from county depart-
ments, such as Parks and Recreation, the Office of Commu-
nity Development and the Ecosystem Restoration & Man-
agement Division. Public involvement will play a major role 
throughout the process. Staff will engage the community 
through public workshops, a project website, online surveys 
and press releases. With the help of the “5 E’s” approach 
(Engineering, Education, Enforcement, Encouragement 
and Evaluation), the Master Plan will help Martin County 
become truly connected, walkable and ridable community. 

Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails 
Master Plan

As the Chair of the Treasure 
Coast Transportation Coun-

cil (TCTC), I am happy to share 
progress on the 2040 Regional 
Long Range Transportation Plan 
(RLRTP).  The TCTC was estab-
lished by the Martin MPO, the St. 
Lucie Transportation Planning Or-
ganization (TPO), and the Indian 
River County MPO to formally 
coordinate transportation plan-
ning activities in the region. The 
RLRTP will build on our “Moving 
Martin Forward” plan and the in-
dividual Long Range Transporta-
tion Plans for St. Lucie and Indian 
River counties to provide a safe, ef-
ficient and connected multimodal 
transportation system throughout 
the Treasure Coast region.  It is my 
pleasure to see the three Treasure 
Coast MPOs working together for 
the benefit of our region. 

Over the summer break, the 
Federal Highway Adminis-

tration (FHWA) issued a Notice of 
Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) 
that would make potentially signif-
icant changes to the structure and 
functioning of MPOs.  The NPRM 
will require individual MPOs in a 
single urbanized planning area to 
be combined into one large MPO, 
to be more efficient and produc-
tive.  However, the Martin MPO 
does not believe that this rule 
would benefit our communities, 
since it would lessen the impact 
small communities have in the 
transportation planning process.  
With the TCTC, and the creation 
of the RLRTP, the Treasure Coast 
shows our willingness to work to-
gether to provide communities in 
the entire region with a safe and 
connected network of multimodal 
transportation. The set date for this 
change is 2024, and exemptions are 
possible by the Governor.

The Martin MPO is currently 
preparing a Grade Separation 

Study aimed at improving safety 
and connectivity concerns.  Since 
the local governments are antici-
pating an increase in railway activ-
ity in the near future, the MPO is 

determined to be ready.  With this 
study, we will have a better under-
standing of the current state of our 
infrastructure, and which railway 
crossing locations should be pri-
oritized.

Staff is also working on the MPO 
Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails 

Master Plan.  This plan will set the 
framework for which projects are 
to be undertaken throughout the 
county to increase pedestrian and 
bicycle connectivity and safety.  
The Master Plan will go hand in 
hand with the current Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) and 
the grade crossing study to create 
a more walkable, ridable, safe and 
livable community.   I am excited 
to see that the MPO continues to 
value and prioritize non-motor-
ized modes of transportation. 

Thank you for your interest 
in the MPO’s transportation 

planning process and I look for-
ward to your continued support!

As part of the Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO), there are a lot of acronyms we use 

in our workday. Even our organization can be made 
into 3 letters! Try to figure out what these acronyms 
mean. The first person to submit the correct an-
swers to rvazquez@martin.fl.us will receive a prize!
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The Acronym Game

UPWP                          LRTP                        TD

CAC                              GIS                            CTD

LCB                                JPA                           CIP

BPAC                             MPA                         FHWA

FDOT                            PIP                           DOPA

TIP                                 CTC  NPRM

TCTC            SEFTEC                    UZA



    
     
     

Regional Long Range 
Transportation Plan The Martin MPO had their annual Walk to School Day! 

On October 5th and November 16th, staff members 
met with staff from Port Salerno Elementary School and 
JD Parker Elementary School respectively and promoted 
safe walking. The MPO handed out backpacks with items 
inside that all reinforced the message of walking safely. In 
order to reduce the number of child pedestrian fatalities 
and injuries, the Florida Department of Transportation 
has made it a priority that people of all ages and especially 
young children learn about the dangers of crossing roads, 
and how to do it in the safest way possible. Walking is a 
healthy, natural and eco-friendly way to travel to work and 
school. Best of all, it’s free!

Spotlight on Advisory Committee
Member Joan Moore 

Joan Moore is Chair of the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advi-

sory Committee (BPAC). She 
was raised in New Jersey and 
moved to Martin County in 
1982 when she purchased her 
first home here. She enjoys ex-
ercising outdoors, hiking and 
wine collecting. Joan loves to 

participate in triathlons, and has even volunteered in Ha-
waii at the Ironman World Championships where she 
helped with the event for 10 hours straight! She is a volun-
teer with Red Cross Health and Safety where she teaches 
CPR and First Aid. She was a literacy and ESL tutor and was 
a board member of the Humane Society. Her biggest ac-
complishments as a member of the BPAC were when they 
completed the first bicycle and pedestrian conditions map 
and the Build-a-Bike events. Joan is a marquee citizen who 
not only cares about her community, but proves it as well.

The Martin MPO, along with the Indian River MPO and 
the St. Lucie Transportation Planning Organization 

(TPO), are creating the 2040 Regional Long Range Trans-
portation Plan (RLRTP) for the Treasure Coast Transpor-
tation Council (TCTC). This plan will build on each of the 
individual Long Range Transportation Plans of the coun-
ties. The purpose of this project is to bring all three plans 
together to provide a complete transportation system, well 
integrated with land use that is able to meet community, 
county and regional level transportation needs.  This plan 
aims to provide a safe, connected and efficient multimodal 
transportation system for regional movement of goods and 
people. It also aims to support economic prosperity, pro-
tect the region’s natural environment, conduct coordinated 
regional planning as well as decision-making, and protect 
the unique quality of life in the Treasure Coast region. The 
plan is projected to be completed in spring 2017.

Meet the New Martin MPO Staff

Walk to School Day 

The Martin MPO is welcom-
ing a new team member, 

Ricardo Vazquez as our Senior 
Associate Planner. Ricardo 
will be focusing on alternative 
modes of transportation, and 
working with the Local Coor-
dinating Board for the Trans-
portation Disadvantaged. 

Ricardo was born and raised 
in Miami, FL. He attended 

Florida International University where he received his 
Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration. Before work-
ing for the Martin MPO, Ricardo worked part-time with 
the Boys and Girls Club as a Program Specialist, as well as 
working full-time at Publix. Ricardo enjoys spending time 
with his fiancé and their Labrador Retriever, Koda. His 
hobbies include basketball, reading books, watching mov-
ies and playing video games.  Ricardo is excited about his 
new career and looks forward to helping our community.



METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

TAC Meeting: Febuary 6, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.
CAC Meeting: Febuary 8, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.
BPAC Meeting: Febuary 13, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
MPO Policy Board: Febuary 27, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.
LCB-TD Meeting: March 6, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.

Upcoming Public Meetings

2401 S.E. Monterey Road
2nd Floor
Stuart, FL  34996
Mail Code: 2203

We want to hear from you:

The MPO is currently looking for comments on 
these projects:

•	 Grade Separation Study

•	 Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Master Plan

•	 Regional Long Range Transportation Plan

Please drop off your comment card in our com-
ment boxes at a local public library or the one in 
the lobby of the Administrative Center located 
at 2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, FL 34996.

Comment Card

Questions/Comments

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                         

Information

Name:                                                                                                            

Organization:                                                                                             

Email:                                                                                                            

Phone:                                                                                                           




