MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Administration Building, Fourth Floor Workshop Conference Room
2401 S. E. Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996
www .martinmpo.com
(772) 221-1498
Monday, June 6, 2016 @ 1:30 pm
Summary Minutes
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Sam Amerson called the meeting to order at I :48 pm.
2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Sam Amerson, Chair
Joe Capra, Alt.
Mark Cocco
Terry Rauth, Alt.
Yanique Kelly, Alt.
George Stokus
Members Excused:
Stuart Trent
Claudette Mahan
Members Absent
Samantha Lovelady, Vice-Chair
Steve Meyer
Kim DeLaney
Ann Kagdis
Staff in Attendance:
Alice Bojanowski, Senior Planner
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant II
Bolivar Gomez, Planner II
A quorum was not present for this meeting.
3. APPROVE AGENDA
As there wasn't a quorum the agenda was not approved.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
As there wasn't a quorum the minutes were not approved.
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5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. FINAL FY2016/17-FY2020/21 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM (TIP)
Ms. Alice Bojanowski said that this is the second time the committee is seeing
the five year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). She said that this fiveyear plan, the two-year plan the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and
the 20-year Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) are major components for
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). Ms. Bojanowski advised that
the TIP is a comprehensive list of funded transpo11ation projects, consisting of
Federal/State projects, projects of regional significance, and the MPO' s top ten
projects. She reminded the committee that the TIP must be consistent with the
LRTP, the Strategic lntermodal System (SIS), the Transpo1tation Regional
Incentive Program (TRIP), Public Involvement Plan (PJP) and be cost feasible.
The TIP is financially constrained, follows a five-year planning horizon, is
updated annually and includes public input. She detailed the organization of the
TIP with five major sections: Overview and Major Projects; Project Selection

and Priorities; Public Involvement; Five year Summary of Funding Sources
and Appendices. Ms. Bojanowski noted that the Appendices consist of Local
Capital Improvement Plans (Cf Ps) for each municipality, the Fiscal Year (FY)
2015 Federally Obligated Projects, a Planning Area Map and Project Sheets of
each individual project. She provided a slide showing the cyclical nature of the
TIP and how the projects evolve from the List of Project Priorities (LOPP) to the
Draft Tentative Work Program to the Adopted Work Program. She said that
sometimes project priorities need to change; those are shown in red in the TIP.
She pointed out a couple of projects that were moved up on the list due to safety
concerns. She mentioned that the Congestion Management Process (CMP) is
updated biennially and will be done again soon. Ms. Bojanowski delineated all
the events making up the public outreach for the TIP noting that it' s on the
MPO' s website, in all the County libraries, in newspaper ads, and the Public
Hearing. She specified that the TIP may be reviewed in detail by project at
http ://martin.dtstiptool.com/ and she provided a list of acronyms for TlP funding
sources. Ms. Bojanowski said that the next list is the MPO 's Top Ten Priorities,
and the last two columns show how project priorities are shifted, as one column
is last year's priorities while the other is for this year. Ms. Bojanowski said she
pulled three projects from the TIP to show the committee. She began with
Jensen Beach Boulevard, a resurfacing project, adding that the sidewalks were
recently completed. Next is Sewall's Point Road which is upgrading the traffic
signal and Mast Arm. A request for green bike lanes in the conflict areas at this
intersection has been made and is progressing. The third sample project is
Monterey Road from Kingswood Terrace to St. Lucie Boulevard which includes
pedestrian crosswalks. Ms. Bojanowski said that each of these project sheets
show the project name, number, phase, funding source/year and a location map.
She concluded her presentation of the five-year work program and stated she will
address any questions at this time. Mr. Joe Capra asked if the crosswalk [in the
vicinity of the Administration Center] is going to be a study or will it be
constructed? Mr. Amerson informed that the study was performed as a CMP
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project. Some preliminary work has been performed: a signal adjustment and
some signage. Mr. Capra asked if the crosswalk would be at the dual lefts. Ms.
Bojanowski advised that she wou ld have to get back with him as she doesn't
have the Plans in front of her, but the interventions within the County parking lot
have made a considerable difference. Mr. Amerson was of the opinion that the
crosswalk would be in front of the bank. Mr. Capra sought clarity that the dual
lefts would remain. It was affirmed. He noted that Jensen Beach Boulevard
would be done in FY2018/2019, and Sewall's Point will obtain the mast arm
next year. Ms. Bojanowski affirmed and it was clarified that the fi scal year
begins in July, 2016. Mr. George Stokus asked if the study on Monte rey Road
addressed prevention of left turns into Walgreens or the Administration Center.
It was determined that a " porkchop" median was installed in the alley between
the two buildings in an effort to encourage proper usage, however, it was noted
that illegal turns have continued, though at a much lesser rate . Additional traffic
calming efforts were installed as well. This project will include a dividing
median on Monterey, though a left turn may be made between the
Administration Center and the Blake Library. Mr. Capra asked to go over the
priority list [TJP Major Projects]. He inquired as to the improvement for Britt
Road, the number one project. Ms. Rauth said the project is moving the mast
arm to allow for a dual-purpose lane on U.S. 1, not just a turning lane.
Discussion ensued on a couple of the other projects and Ms. Bojanowski
mentioned that the priority list for next year was recently reviewed. Ms. Rauth
commented on the Mapp Road project on the Transportation Alternative
Program (TAP) list saying that the project [FM#4354 J 31 Page I0 of the report
page 31 of the agenda] is a bike lane and the "complete street" text description
should be removed. Ms. Rauth continued that the Community Redevelopment
Agency (CRA) had a complete street project there, but it no longer is being
considered, whereas the FOOT grant was only for bike lanes. Mr. Capra
inquired why resurfacing gets on this list; he thought these projects should be
improvements. It was determined that the roadway must be a Federal or State
Road, Arterial or Collector, eligible for Federal Aid and go through the MPO
Process to get on this li st. Discussion ensued regarding potential trails that
would travel east and west through Martin, that connect to the Wildlife Refuge in
Hobe Sound and that run along Old Dixie from Florida Street to Sixth Street.
Mr. Stokus inquired if any bicycle safety advancement has taken place in the
vicinity of Old Dixie and Monterey? He noted the missing bike lane on
Monterey and said that the airpott would gladly provide an easement to help
facilitate that project. Discussion ensued how the bike lane also disappears on
Old Dixie near the airport. Ms. Rauth said she anticipates speaking to FOOT
regarding the Monterey railroad crossing as that area is problematic and prior to
the impending All Aboard Florida Project some necessary safety improvements
need to take place. Mr. Stokus requested that Ms . Yanique Kelly see if a
meeting could be arranged between FOOT representatives and various Martin
representatives, including himself as the airport manager, to look at potentially
reconfiguring that vicinity to address the safety issues. It was noted that
Monterey Road is a State road while Dixie is a local [County] road. Ms. Rauth
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stated that FOOT is looking into a potential separated grade crossing but there
are issues with the proximity of U.S . 1 and Mr. Stokus interjected, inclusive of
problems created due to "air space" with the proximity of the airport. Discussion
ensued regarding poss ibilities, reasons particular efforts could not work, and the
possibilities of location changes. Ms. Bojanowski said that a grade crossing
study will begin in July, 2016.

Seeing no additional comments, M r. Amerson suggested getting a consensus
of support in lieu of approval due to the absence of a quorum, for the Final
FY 2016/17-FY2020/21 Transportation Improvement P rogram (TIP). The
consensus of the TAC Com mittee was to move the project forward to the
MPO Board for review and possible a pproval.
Ms. Bojanowski bro ught up the current TAP Project being submitted by the City
of Stuart. It was clarified that TAP represents Transportation Alternative
Programs. Funding is for multi-modal forms of alternative transportation and no
more than 25% of the project can be directed to funding landscaping. The
project is an eight foot sidewalk on Wright Boulevard going North to the Green
River Parkway, which is a No1th/South missing gap between Walton Road to
Stuart South as Baker Road, complete with landscaping, is nearing completion.
It was deemed that the Baker Road section is a portion of the East Coast
Greenway (ECG) and was praised by many as looking extremely good.

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr. Mark Cocco advised that the " Hazardous Walking Conditions Statute" was
changed by the State. This provided schools with funding for transporting children
residing w ithin two miles, who must walk to school and cross hazardous areas.
Previously, the Sheriffs Department assisted and for those children the School Board
would get reimbursement from the State. Since the Legislature changed the law it
now says that almost every street is safe to cross including streets with six lanes, and
speeds up to 55 miles per hour (MPH). A lot of criteria must be met. Mr. Cocco
noted that there are children who reside on the west side of U.S. I that go to Felix ·
Williams Elementary School. Because there is a crossing signal , it is indicated as
being a "safe crosswalk" for elementary students. He said the same situation can be
found at intersections on U.S I for various schools in Stuart and Hobe Sound. Mr.
Cocco said that he's aware that walkway crossovers are not go ing to happen, but
poss ibly some type of safety improvements could be made to help allev iate this
problem. The School District can still transport them, but it costs the District
$ 150,000 a year. He suggested making some enhancements in those areas, a couple
have been ide ntified that could be fi xed like sidewalks, but he doesn't know how to
go about getting it on a list. Ms. Rauth said he should ask F OOT or the traffic office
if they could look at specific locations adding that there are a couple of resurfacing
projects coming up which may have the necessary improvements he is requesting or
adding a median to provide a safe place half way. She noted that during the U.S. I
Corridor Study, "tightening up on the intersectio ns" was mentioned to work with
right turn on red. It was noted that all the U.S. I intersectio ns from Ft. Pierce south,
were reviewed. Resurfacing will take place between Salerno Road and Fischer Road
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but FOOT doesn 't contact the School Board prior to a job to solicit target areas. It
was noted that some of the corridors may be on the "hot spot" list. Ms. Rauth
suggested that they should contact the School Board, like on State Road (SR) 76. Mr.
Cocco said that he has been in some of those meetings as well as bus stop meetings,
but it's not as big of a deal as some of these elementary schools. It was said that SR
76 widening was only going to be on the inside so it won't affect the outer Janes. Mr.
Capra said the main roads affected would be Baker, Cove and near the high school on
Kanner Highway. Mr. Amerson noted that a hotel Planned Unit Development (PUD)
has been approved at the Northwest corner of Baker Road and improvements were
supposed to be made to that crossing. Mr. Cocco said that the way the Legislature
has written that law they are e liminating hazardous walking conditions so they don't
have to fund those children who have to walk within two miles adding that the law
became affective last Ju ly. Mr. Cocco said the schools of primary concern would be
Felix Williams, J. D. Parker and Hobe Sound as those children have to cross U.S. 1.
Mr. Amerson said students going to .I. D. Parker typically walk Tenth Street and Mr.
Cocco said they have to cross Colorado then the railroad tracks as well. It was noted
that Colorado does pose a problem when crossing.

7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None

8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
None.

9. NEXT MEETINGS
Technical Advisory Committee September 7, 2016 at I :30 PM

10. ADJOURN
Seeing no additional items on the agenda the meeting was closed.
Recorded and Prepared by:

Date:
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