
MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Martin County Administration Building 
Growth Management Conference Room 

240 I SE Monterey Road 
Stuart, FL 34996 
(772) 221-1498 

v.rww.ma1tinmpo.com 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2016 - 9:00 a.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was brought to order by the Chair Shelia Kurtz at 9: 11 a.m. 

2. ROLLCALL 

Members in Attendance: 
Sheila Kurtz, CAC Chair 
Amy Eason, Vice Chair 
AIZilg 
Saadia Tsaftarides 
Daniel Parz 
John Patteson (Arrived at 9:57 A.M.) 

Michael Houston 

Members Excused: 
Stephen Driver 
Trent Steele 

Members Absent 
Gary Coton 

Staff in Attendance: 
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator 
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant JI 
Bolivar Gomez, Senior Associate Planner 
Alice Bojanowski, Planner II 

Others in Attendance: 
Liz Elliott 

A quorum was present for this meeting. 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 
Ms. Beltran advised that there are a couple of Agenda changes prior to approval. She 
advised that an email was sent yesterday stating that the minutes which were included in 
the September Agenda for May and June, 2015 were not approved due to lack of a 
quorum. She said that they should be included in Agenda item 4. A lso, staff would like 
to add an Agenda item SE, which is a Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Grant Application 
update. She said that the County submitted a SRTS Application about five years ago 
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and the State has notified us that they have some money in that program. Ms. Beltran 
said that the School Board and the County would like an update as well as an approval 
to resubmit the application. She advised that the summary item and documents were 
distributed to the committee at the beginning of the meeting. Ms. Shelia Kurtz asked if 
there would be a motion to approve the Agenda with the amendments. 

A motion to approve the Agenda with the amendments was made by Ms. Amy 
Eason. The motion was seconded by Mr. Michael Houston. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Dan Parz to approve the May 6, 2015 minutes. Ms. 
Sadia Tsaftarides provided a second. There were no changes. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Dan Parz made a motion to approve the June 3, 2015 minutes. A second was 
provided by Ms. Sadia Tsaftarides. No additions or deletions were requested. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

As there wasn't a quorum for the September 2, 2015 meeting the minutes were only 
provided as a Summary. No motion was requested. 

The November 18, 2015, Joint Meeting of the Bicycle/Pedestrian, Citizen's and 
Technical Advisory Committees (BPAC/CACffAC) minutes were motioned for 
approval by Ms. Amy Eason. The second was provided by Mr. Dan Parz. No 
amendments were forthcoming. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. AGENDA ITEMS 

A. ANNUAL OFFICER ELECTIONS 
Ms. Beltran announced that the annual elections are held the first meeting of the 
calendar year. She said th is item is to nominate or reelect the positions of Chair 
and Vice Chair of the Citizen's Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Dan Parz nominated Ms. Amy Eason for Chair. Mr. Michael Houston 
seconded the nomination. The nomination was accepted, closed and 
unanimously approved. 

Ms. Amy Eason opened the nominations for Vice Chair. 

A nomination for Vice Chair for Ms. Sheila Kurtz was made by Mr. Dan 
Parz. The second was provided by Mr. Michael Houston. The nomination 
was accepted, closed and approved unanimously. 

B. ANNUAL PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN (PIP) REPORT 

CAC Minutes 

Ms. Beltran noted that the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) comes before the 
committee annually as a Federal requirement. She advised that the 2015 PIP 
Annual Report is in the Agenda package and there are five objectives which 
should meet certain measured achievements. The objectives are: (I) Hold 
regular public meetings to obtain input on all documents, projects and funding 
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determinations prior to consideration by the MPO Board; (2) Provide equitable 
access to information regarding transportation decision making; (3) Engage the 
public early, often and with clarity so that opportunities exist for public feedback 
in the transportation decision making process; (4) Use a variety of methods to 
involve and engage the public; and (5) Public input on the Program of Projects 
(POP) for public transit. Ms. Beltran advised that the first objective was met as 
the advisory committees regularly met to review and provide recommendations 
to the MPO Policy Board. She added that information for all meetings was 
available online, to the committees or public seven days in advance providing 
adequate review time; and continued efforts to fill vacant committee positions 
will be made as they occur. The second objective was fulfilled in that focus 
groups were held during the development of the Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP) in different areas throughout the County, with diverse demographics and 
agencies to ensure equal access to meeting information for those with disabilities 
or the underserved populous. The third objective was reached in that the MPO 
staff continues to provide transportation planning information to the public with 
particular attention paid to reach the disabled adding that there was extensive 
press as well as a video regarding transportation planning in 2015. Ms. Beltran 
said that objective four was reached as MPO staff used various methods to 
engage the public, one of which was the Open House format for the 2040 LRTP 
which allowed people to come and go as they pleased. She added that they used 
methods such as the Martin Mobility Bucks, the Interactive polling, English and 
Spanish surveys, as well as Interactive Geographic Information System (GIS) 
mapping. Ms. Beltran advised that objective five was to acquire public input on 
the Program of Projects (POP) for public transit which was achieved by having 
the POP priorities presented with the MPO' s List of Project Priorities (LOPP) to 
the MPO Board in June. Staff recommendation is approval, moving the PIP 
Annual Report forward for MPO Board approval. Mr. Al Zilg asked if the public 
results are televised on the Martin County Television Station (MCTV) Channel 
20. Ms. Beltran advised that they are shown in the 2040 LRTP on the MPO's 
website under Appendix H which contains all of the comments and suggestions 
from the public. She added that when the LRTP was presented to and adopted 
by the Board in December, it aired on Channel 20. 

Mr. Dan Parz made a motion to approve the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) 
Annual Report. Mr. Michael Houston gave a second to the motion. There 
were no objections and the motion was unanimously passed. 

C. FREIGHT UPDATE 

CAC Minutes 

Ms. Alice Bojanowski reminded the committee that the Panama Canal is being 
expanded. She advised that when Governor Scott learned about this his team 
decided that this would be a freight opportunity for Florida, which means job 
creations as well as economic improvements and wanted Florida to gain from 
this growth. Ms. Bojanowski stated that people have been working on the 
logistics of moving freight through Florida for some time, with Florida 
Department of Transportation (FOOT) currently working on a Statewide Plan. 
She said the Florida Transportation Plan may be reviewed on their website 
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adding that they've created vision and policy elements, now they are working on 
the implementation element. Ms. Bojanowski said that FDOT will come to the 
committees in April to explain their anticipation of the impacts of freight in 
Martin, saying that their tagline is Florida ls the Future. She noted that most of 
the freight in Florida is moved by trucks; however, the ports are being looked at 
closely. She advised that her understanding is that Martin wants the freight to 
move through the County, as they do not want a truck stop. Ms. Bojanowski 
went on with her presentation, saying that trucks account for 80% of the freight 
in Florida highlighting that they travel most often at night as they are not in 
competition with as many other drivers. She noted the Waterways crosses 
through our County and the State, emptying out at Ft. Myers. She said the 
railroads as well as the Witham Field Airport also are fre ight opportunities 
noting that the center body of a Boeing airplane is produced at the Triumph Plant 
near the airport. Ms. Bojanowski concluded that Martin needs to account for 
their major freight corridors 1-95, the Florida's Turnpike, and SR 710, which 
allows the freight to pass through the County. Mr. Dan Parz questioned if when 
the Panama Canal opens up will that possibly change the incoming freight traffic 
to Martin? Ms. Eason stated that Miami is refurbishing their port to 
accommodate more freight. Ms. Bojanowski advised that there is a large 
Intermodal Logistics Center in the Orlando area. She said that St. Lucie County 
is also considering an Intermodal Logistics Center, so it 's conceivable that more 
freight could be passing through Martin and FDOT is looking at capitalizing on 
this Statewide freight oppo1tunity with the widening of the canal. Mr. Zilg asked 
if the costs of dredging is being considered since Martin's waterways are being 
studied as a potential freight mobility option. Ms. Bojanowski said that could be 
necessary depending on how the waterways would be used. Ms. Bojanowski 
said that the marina in Indiantown increases their potential opportunities as a 
strategic location for freight, depending upon the neighboring landowners. Ms. 
Eason said that it sounds as though Martin only wants a pass-through and are not 
entertaining the notion of developing any inland ports like St. Lucie or Palm 
Beach Counties. Ms. Bojanowski is of the opinion that it depends on the desires 
of the local citizens and the County Commission. Ms. Beltran advised that the 
Indiantown citizens seem to support economic growth and having a Strategic 
Inte1modal System (SJS) roadway, rail and the waterway it is an ideal spot for 
freight transfer. She said that currently the State is organized with the Ports 
Council being focused on the deep water ports for dredging grants, however, this 
year there is an additional $10 million going to the Legislature for the Ports 
Council. It will be interesting to see if their focus will remain on the deep water 
ports, adding that the inland waterways have a major impact on the local 
economy. Mr. Houston asked if the Waterways Plan that the Treasure Coast 
Regional Planning Council (TCRPC) was working on is related to thi s project. 
Ms. Beltran advised that the Plan was approved and Martin has a waterway that 
is an Emerging SIS facility extending from the East to the West Coast of Florida. 
She said that the C-44 Canal goes into the St. Lucie River with the terminus 
being the Inlet, but the State doesn't recognize any inlets not part of a deep water 
port. Ms. Beltran advised that a number of years ago FDOT did a Local 
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Waterways Plan to show that focus needs to be given to the local waterways. 
Ms. Beltran continued that Martin received a "Best Practice" for the Waterways 
Plan. She hopes that this will enhance the justification for Ma11in to receive 
some of that $10 million for their waterways. Ms. Bojanowski concluded with 
the reminder that FOOT wi ll elaborate on the Statewide Plan at the Joint Meeting 
in April. Ms. Kurtz requested that FDOT be asked to address the additional 
freight and the All Aboard Florida (AAF)/Florida East Coast (FEC) railroad 
matters. No additional discussion was forthcoming on this informational item. 

D. 2014 LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS) 
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Ms. Eason advised that this item also is informational. Mr. Bolivar Gomez 
advised that this is the 2014 Level of Service (LOS) report which is annually 
developed by the Martin County Traffic Division. He said that the MPO 
previously used the report in conjunction with the Congestion Management 
Process (CMP). Now, Mr. Gomez said, we anticipate using it to facilitate 
devising the formula for the shared Transportation Management Area (TMA) 
funding split between the St. Lucie Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) 
and the MPO. Mr. Gomez stated that LOS provides an overview of traffic 
volume on roadway segments adding that traffic volume is defined as the number 
of vehicles passing a point at a specific time. He said LOS is primarily a 
planning tool and that a road segment's level of service should be compared to 
previous years to determine patterns and identify vehicular capacity, roadway 
congestion, failures or overall performance. He advised that the Traffic Division 
performs their traffic counts in-house. He answered Mr. Zilg' s question saying 
that traffic counts are taken throughout the year, for the entire year, to ensure 
accuracy, but may vary depending on the road segment. Mr. Zilg noted that on 
page 4 7 there are four segments of County Line Road, each indicating a greater 
amount of traffic in 2010 than 2014, he doesn't believe that these counts were 
taken " in season" nor can he believe the totals could go down. Ms. Beltran 
stated that staff can clarify that with the Traffic Division. Mr. Gomez advised 
that there are different variables that determine the LOS for a road: (l) Road 
Type: highway/freeway, divided/undivided; (2) Generalized Service Capacity: 
total vehicular traffic in each direction, during peak hours; (3) Annual Average 
Daily Travel: this is the yearly average daily traffic for a particular road 
segment; (4) Directional Distribution: this tracks which way the traffic is going 
and if more travel is a particular direction; (5) Peak Hour Directional Volume: 
indicates which direction is more heavily traveled at peak times; (6) Generalized 
Level of Service: reflects the road' s quality of service and is measured by a 
lettered scale from A/B to F; and (7) Average Annual Growth Rate: indicates the 
percent of growth rate of traffic over the year. Mr. Zilg asked about the traffic 
that comes from St. Lucie through Martin to Palm Beach County. Mr. Gomez 
said that currently they are concerned with the northern connections as the TMA 
funding is split between those two Counties. Mr. Gomez went on to delineate 
the 2014 LOS for Citrus Boulevard and he explained the road using each 
category heading. He clarified for Mr. Parz the difference between the 
Generalized Service Capacity as being the total number of vehicles in each 
direction on the road during the peak time and the Annual Average Daily Travel 

Page 5 of7 Feb. 3, 20 16 



being the yearly average daily traffic for a twenty-four hour period on a 
particular road segment. Mr. Gomez concluded his presentation and asked if 
there were any questions. There were no additional comments or questions. 

E. SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION 
Ms. Beltran advised that there was a handout prior to the meeting to provide 
some history on this item. She said that the previous Federal Legislation was 
called the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transpmtation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) and it had a Federal program called Safe 
Routes to School (SRTS) which was to provide facilities for children to bike or 
walk safely to school. Ms. Beltran said that about five years ago the Community 
Redevelopment Area (CRA), School Board, County and the MPO collaborated 
to develop applications for local schools in Martin to have sidewalks funded by 
this program. Ms. Beltran advised that only the Indiantown connector sidewalks 
were funded which provided facilities around Warfield Elementary School and 
Indiantown Middle School. This project was recently completed. Ms. Beltran 
said since these are Federal funds they come through the MPO. She advised that 
recently staff was notified by FDOT's Central Office that they were requesting 
application submittals for SRTS projects. The Port Salerno Sidewalks had not 
been completed since the original application submittal, and the application had 
previously been vetted, was in the CRA boundary as well as had great local 
suppo1t. Ms. Beltran said there is only $7 million avai lable statewide this time, 
but FDOT's staff said that this was a good project since Martin has previously 
applied for it. Ms. Beltran clarified that the handout was from the Agenda 
Package from five years ago. She said the current recommendation is to update 
and resubmit the grant application for the Port Salerno sidewalks that support the 
Port Salemo Elementary School. Ms. Beltran advised that Mr. Mark Cocco from 
the School Board, who is on the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), is 
working with the Engineering staff to update the cost estimates and other 
information. 

Mr. Michael Houston made a motion of recommendation to update and 
resubmit the grant application for the Port Salerno Sidewalks that support 
the Port Salerno Elementary School. Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides provided a 
second. There were no objections. The motion passed unanimously. 

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
None. 

7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Ms. Liz Elliott introduced herself as being in the County Leadership Program, Class 26. 
She advised that everyone must attend some form of a County meeting and she chose 
this group as she 's a Realtor and felt that knowing about transportation would be 
important. She appreciated the information about the train, saying that she bel ieves once 
the tracks are expanded it will be all about moving freight and that ' s what we're fighting 
against. 
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8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT 
None. 

9. NEXT MEETING 
• April 4, 2016 1:30 PM Joint BPAC/CAC/TAC Meeting 

Ms. Beltran reminded the committee that as there wasn ' t a quorum at the September 
meeting so staff has reinstated having an attendance sheet included in all the Agenda 
Packages for accountability. 

Mr. Zilg inquired how the bus transportation is going toward Palm Beach County. Ms. 
Beltran advised that Martin County Public Transit (MCPT) has initiated a new express 
route which goes from Indian River State College (IRSC) to the Gardens Mall. She said 
there is a stop at Bridge Road and one at Florida Power and Light (FP&L). Ms. 
Tsaftarides said she took the express route to the Gardens Mall. Mr. Houston inquired 
as to bus stops to which Ms. Bojanowski advised that schedules are on the racks in the 
lobby at the Administration Building. Mr. Houston clarified that he was meaning 
covered bus stops. Ms. Beltran advised that there are a couple in Indiantown, one at 
JRSC Chastain Campus, and she believes that some are slated to be constructed on along 
U.S. I. Ms. Bojanowski added some are on Willoughby Boulevard. Mr. Houston said 
he's been seeing people waiting for the bus and it 's good to see. Mr. Zilg said they need 
to be near the medical facilities so people can get to and from them. He suggested that 
the routes should be listed on the Internet and advertised on Channel 20, Martin County 
Television (MCTV). Mr. Houston saw the MCPT booth at the recent Martin Luther 
King Junior Event, saying that each route has its own pamphlet. Mr. Zilg said the routes 
need to be listed in the bus shelters as he's seen that in other areas. Mr. Houston said 
having schedules in each shelter would be a plus. He said that he has seen the 
advertisement for "Marty" on U.S. l in Hobe Sound noting there has been great 
progress. 

10. ADJOURN 
Mr. Dan Parz made a motion to adjourn. 
Meeting was adjourned at I 0:05 a.m. 

Recorded and Prepared by: 

Mr. Houston provided the second. The 

Date 

CAC Minutes Page 7 of 7 Feb. 3, 201 6 


