MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Martin County Administration Building
First Floor Growth Management Conference Room
240 I SE Monterey Road, Stuart, FL 34996
www.ma11inmpo.com
(772) 221 -1 498
Monday, February 1, 2016 @ 1:30 pm
Minutes

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Sam Amerson called the meeting to order at I :33 pm .

2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Sam Amerson
Samantha Lovelady
Joe Capra
Stuart Trent
Mark Cocco
Steve Mayer
Don Donaldson (Arrived at 1:34 PM)
Lisa Dykstra (Arrived at I :42 PM)
Claudette Mahan
George Stokus
Members Excused:
Kim Delaney
Members Absent
None
Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Adm inistrator
Alice Bojanowski, Planner II
Bolivar Gomez, Senior Associate P lanner
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant II
Others Present:
Yanique Kelly, FOOT
A quorum was p resent for this meeting.
3. APPROVE AGENDA
Mr. Amerson advised that there is an addition to the Agenda SE-Safe Routes to
School Application.
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A motion to approve the Agenda including t he addition was made by Mr.
George Stokus. A second was provided by Mr. Joe Capra. T he motion passed
unanimously.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. George Stokus to approve the minutes from the
September 2, 2015 meeting which was seconded by M r. Joe Capra. The motion
passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Ms. Samantha Lovelady and Mr. George Stokus
provided a second to approve the minutes of the Joint Bicycle/Pedestrian,
Citizens, a nd Technical Advisory Committee meeting, November 18, 2015
meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. ANNUAL OFFICER ELECTIONS
Ms. Beltran advised that as this is the first meeting of the calendar year it's time
to hold officer elections.
Mr. George Stokus made a motion to maintain the current C hair, Mr. Sam
Amerson, as well as the current Vice Chair, Ms. Samantha Lovelady . The
motion was seconded by Mr. Joe Capra. There were no a dditional
nominations offered, t he vote was called and the motion passed
unanimously.
B. ANNUAL PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN (PIP) REPORT
Ms. Be ltran advised that the MPO is required to prepare an a nnual Public
Invo lvement Plan (PIP) report. She stated that there are five obj ectives: (1)
Advisory committee participation/involvement; (2) Provide equitable access to
information ; (3) Engage the public early, often and with clarity for public
feedback in the transportation decision making; (4) Use a variety of methods to
engage or involve the public; and (5) Public input on the Program of Projects
(POP) for public transit. She detailed each objective the first being to hold
regularly scheduled committee meetings and provide information to the Board.
Secondly meeting information is distributed to committees as well as the public
seven days in advance to allow ample review time. Ms. Beltran mentioned how
the second objective was achieved by ho lding open houses in various locations in
the County, e.g. the Kane Center in Stuart and the Indiantown Community
Redevelopment Area (CRA), to afford people with disabilities or transportation
issues to attend and be heard. Ms. Beltran stated that objective three is to engage
the public early and often, showing photos of the 2040 Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) events that were held. Ms. Beltran said that the
fourth objective is to use multiple methods to glean information from the public.
She mentioned the Ma1tin Mobility Bucks and the polling activities, as well as
Geographica l Information Systems (GIS) mapping of individuals' ideas . Ms.
Beltran also advised that they used a different forum for these events, adding that
the public was more receptive to the "Open House" forums rather than the
typical workshops allowing people to come and go as they chose. Mr. Stokus
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inquired if there were more in attendance in the "Open Houses" as opposed to
the traditional " Workshops". Ms. Beltran said that the LRTP Open Houses have
had very good attendance, and they recently used the Open House format for the
Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (BPSAP) to which she again noted a
successful public turnout. Ms. Beltran stated that objective five was to provide
public involvement for the transit agency' s Program of Projects (POP). She said
that the POP was presented to and approved by the MPO Policy Board in June
with the other MPO Lists of Priority Projects (LOPP). Ms. Beltran said that
approval of the PIP Annual Report is requested and she will answer any
questions at this time. Mr. Joe Capra inquired as to the number of Spanish
speaking attendees. Ms . Beltran said that the only location where there were
some was at the Indiantown Open House. She said that the MPO has a bilingual
employee, and they also have a contract with Language Line which provides
interpreters to the Open Houses, or anytime there is a need for interpretation.
Mr. Capra mentioned the Waterway Study inquiring if there has been any follow
up on this project and if it still continuing. Ms. Beltran advised that the
Waterway Plan was referenced in the 2040 LRTP with a freight update later in
this Agenda.

Ms. Samantha Lovelady made a motion to approve the Annual Public
Involvement Plan Report. Mr. Mark Cocco seconded the motion. Seeing no
additional comments the vote was called passing unanimously.
C. FREIGHT UPDATE
Ms. Alice Bojanowski said that the Florida Department of Transportation
(FOOT) and its partners updated their Statewide Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP). She provided a couple of books for the review of the committee
adding that FOOT is working on their implementation plan. Ms. Bojanowski
read a Freight mobility statement from the Florida Mobi lity and Trade Plan that
was approved in 2014 which was noted in the Agenda Summary. Ms.
Bojanowski noted that since the Panama Canal is being widened, the Governor is
trying to focus on Florida as a freight movement state promoting jobs, industry,
and better roads. She noted that Martin has some major roadways running
through it, there' s also the Waterways Plan, the airport, many avenues by which
to move freight. Ms. Bojanowski discussed activ ities of the southern MPOs
saying that they have allocated major freight movement investments in roadway
and railroad improvements. She mentioned the Strategic Intermodal Systems
(SIS) facilities stating that FDOT wou ld come to this meeting in April to provide
more information about the SIS. Ms. Bojanowski noted that Armellini
Enterprises is stationed in Martin and 80% of freight is transported by trucks.
She added that Indiantown has a marina capable of transporting small freight
through the waterways to Fort Myers or beyond. Ms. Bojanowski highlighted
Witham Field to which Mr. Stokus added that it does not meet the State
guidelines so it is not an SIS faci lity. Mr. Capra stated that he and the Economic
Council are advocating that freight should be transported through the midsection
of Florida, but it will take considerable coordination between FDOT, the two
railroads, the CSX and Florida East Coast (FEC). He noted that Martin is
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currently challenging All Aboard Florida (AAF) and there already are issues
with freight on that rail. Mr. Capra said that in his opin ion, it would better serve
the communities if the freight went west. He said that when it was learned at a
prior Economic Council meeting that the St. Lucie River was an SIS fac ility it
was suggested that more freight should be transported via the waterway. Ms.
Lisa Dykstra from FOOT said it was good being able to present at the Economic
Counci l meeting and they will keep Martin informed of new information. Mr.
Capra said that is one of the reasons why Martin is concerned with closing the St.
Lucie Bridge as there could be more freight on the waterway. He added that if
frei ght were to be moved west, a route would need to be determined as the ports
are North and South of Martin. Ms. Dykstra advised that in April FOOT will be
before the committees to discuss the Unfunded Needs Plan of the SIS in attempt
to gather qualifying projects for those funds, which includes all SIS facilities,
seaports and airports as well. She said it will take a fu ll year to update that Plan,
make presentations and collect input. Mr. Stokus reminded the committee that
Witham Field is not an SIS facility, and their funds are received from the
General Fuel Tax Pool. He inquired of Ms. Dykstra if they would be capable to
apply for SIS status. Ms. Dykstra said the new policy Plan on the website
informs what can and is designated but the facility must already be designated,
advising of the other currentl y designated District airports/seaports. M r. Stokus
asked if the SIS funding will be separate from the existing Fuel Tax revenue or
will a portion of it be allocated? Ms. Dykstra said no funding changes will be
made but some future Legislative and Policy changes may be forthcoming. Ms.
Bojanowski said though Martin 's airport may not be, our waterway is included.
Mr. Amerson asked if FOOT would fund the bascule bridge opening being
lengthened for capacity. Mr. Donaldson advised that the greatest restrictions are
the FEC Railroad crossing and the eight foot depth of Lake Okeechobee when
water levels are low. Mr. Stokus expressed concerns as to the SIS Program
because it was to address capacity with "shovel ready" airport projects which
were to meet with Governor Scott's economic development and supposed to be a
separate pot of funds. He said if there' s an SIS airport, i.e. Ft. Lauderdale, they
have numerous funding sources whereas Martin County has two, FDOT and the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Mr. Stokus said if funds from a portion
of that revenue structure are going to be cut, Martin would be on the losing side.
Mr. A merson commented that if Martin prefers that other Counties house the
intermodal hub or distribution center, Martin will still be impacted by the
additional freight traffic. Regardless of Martin ' s position, long term capacity on
highways will need to be addressed as we won' t have the benefit of having the
hub or center. Ms. Beltran said that the past few years a proposal in the State' s
Transportation Bill has been that some of the fund s go to faci lities that support
the SIS but are not on the SIS. Ms. Dykstra said she' s heard those comments
from various seminars with Central Office and consideration is being given to
"other types" of SIS support facilities. She commented that they have discussed
a "third" type of SIS designation, though she' s not seen anything as of yet. Mr.
Capra noted that a perfect location would be Indiantown with water, SR 7 10, and
ra il for freight. He compared it to the 2040 LRTP when the information is
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presented to the public they considered it, but if they don ' t know they can 't . Mr.
Capra said during the upcoming year of public involvement, if these benefits are
pointed out to the public they may want to capitalize on the project and use it.
He said he' s aware that's not what the elected officials desire, but the public may
be of a different mindset. Mr. Capra stated that had the waterways been utilized
in a different matter, the current rail situation with AAF may be different, even
parts of the St. Lucie Canal System that needs dredging could possibly use the
SIS funds. Many waterway improvements could be done to the local basin, that
are creating water quality issues and this funding could provide many
improvement options for Mar1in. Mr. Capra said this type of information needs
to be included in the publications to the communities. Ms. Dykstra said
information by County is on the FDOT website. She said it has a profile per
County as to the type of freight that moves through it. Mr. Capra mentioned that
there's a lot of vacant storage in Indiantown and a lot of people want to expand.
Ms. Bojanowski advised that currently there' s a lot of movement with truck
drivers, their regulations, hours they can drive and salaries. She said that
Enterprise Florida is working with CareerSource to get more career truck drivers,
but they are finding that wages and hours may have an adverse effect so they are
trying to establish policies and procedures. Mr. Amerson said that we must
anticipate that there will be more freight with this high speed rail project. He
said there also will be more locally beneficial freight. Mr. Amerson said we
need to get the facts, do we benefit from the freight or is it just a drive through.
He said it could be an investment for Indiantown if it were to move to the West.
Ms. Bojanowski said that the Port of Pa lm Beach specializes in freight consisting
of sugar or rocks while the Port of Ft. Pierce currently has less freight than the
Port of Palm Beach. She advised that Miami has all sorts of stuff coming in
from the Caribbean. Ms. Bojanowski commented that she found it important that
we are importing freight. There were no additional comments.

D. 2014 LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS)
Mr. Bolivar Gomez advised that this is the 2014 Level of Service (LOS) Report
which is performed annually by the County's Traffic Division. He advised that
this was released in August, 2015. Mr. Gomez said that the LOS reports are
primarily reviewed to determine roadway congestion in Congestion Management
Process (CMP) Repor1s and are also incorporated in corridor traffic studies. Mr.
Gomez said that the MPO is seeking to develop a new Transportation
Management Area (TMA) funding split formula between the Martin
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the St. Lucie Transportation
Planning Organization (TPO). The two organizations share an Urbanized Area
(UZA) and must split the TMA funds. He said that staff hopes the LOS repo11
will assist in devising a formula for this split. Mr. Gomez refreshed the
committee that LOS is a planning tool which provides an overview of all County
road segments specifically traffic volume. He stated that many factors can affect
the LOS from weather to construction but it helps determine traffic patterns,
identifies vehicular capacity, congestion, roadway failure or over all road
performance.
Mr. Gomez went on to discuss the different roadway
characteristics: Type, Generalized Service Capacity, Annual Average Daily

TAC Minutes

Page 5 of 8

Feb. 1, 2016

Travel (AADT), Directional Distribution, Peak Hour Directional Volume,
Generalized LOS and Average Annual Growth Rate.
Mr. Donaldson addressing the TMA split said the model that was used for the
LRTP which compares the vehicle miles traveled for each County could be used.
Since the traffic volume for the urban area is closer to Martin than St. Lucie or
Indian River, reflecting this information may be another method to use
considering the split. Mr. Donaldson reminded that the data used must be used
by "time" such as "peak times" with heavy traffic coming in or leaving Martin .
He said when using the total day numbers it doesn 't reflect the traffic surges.
Mr. Donaldson said Citrus Boulevard may have a more even flow between
Counties than U.S. I. He sai.d U.S. 1 has a high morning influx and afternoon
exit from Martin. Mr. Amerson agreed that the average daily figures won 't give
you a true read, the peak hours need to be used. Mr. Stokus inquired if the
construction on SR 714 has swayed traffic over to U.S. I. Mr. Donaldson stated
that he is of the opinion that it hasn 't affected U.S. 1 that would affect the F lorida
Turnpike more indicating that both Counties have a fair amount of commuter
traffic south to Palm Beach County according to the recent LRTP study. Mr.
Capra said he sees a significant amount of vehicles coming north to Martin on J95 during peak traffic times. He mentioned it because Martin recently opted out
of widening (-95 and he's wondering if enough consideration was given to the
amount of traffic on I-95. Ms. Beltran said that was last year and the 2035 LRTP
didn 't show the trips to justify the widening, nor did the 2040 LRTP but it was
included in the multimodal Cost Feasible Plan because it is on the State's Cost
Feasible Plan. Ms. Dykstra said that five years ago when the Needs Plan was
developed it didn 't show a need. She said it will be reviewed again during
FDOT's Regional Plan now that the Regional Planning Model has all three
Treasure Coast M/TPOs completed LRTPs. Ms. Dykstra advised that FDOT is
setting aside funds for the Treasure Coast's 1-95 Action Plan which will begin
this fall adding that it will study through at least 2040 if not further to determine
when an additional lane on I-95 would be needed. She said that studying for the
addition of toll lanes has set FOOT back on their I-95 Plans. Ms. Dykstra said
she'll keep Martin posted when more is learned. Mr. Capra noted that we gave
up lanes that would have been paid by FOOT and now when they are put back
in, they will become toll lanes. Ms. Beltran advised that they were analyzing it
to be a toll lane anyway. Ms. Dykstra affirmed that the toll lane policy changed
for the State. Mr. Donaldson said that FOOT is of the opinion that the Treasure
Coast has a lot of influence over the SIS , but if the State wants to add another
Ms.
lane, they will. Ms . Dykstra said FOOT seeks Martin's support.
Bojanowski suggested that the temporary traffic on 1-95 is due to the low cost of
gas with the reduction of car pools. Ms. Samantha Lovelady asked how much of
impact on the LOS will be made when the construction on SR 714 is complete.
Mr. Donaldson said it will impact Martin Downs and the Palm City Bridge but
it's basically only going to help the SR 714 link. He said it won't help anything
between the Turnpike and Citrus Boulevard though it may change travel patterns
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of people. Mr. Donaldson added that the LOS on Mapp Road and High
Meadows may also be affected. Mr. Amerson noted no additional comments.

E. SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL APPLICATION
Ms. Beltran stated that she received an email from the State indicating that there
are some Federal funds for the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program. She said
that five years ago the MPO, the School District, the County and the Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) collaborated to compile a list of SRTS projects.
Ms. Beltran said that four applications were submitted, with the Indiantown
connector sidewalks being funded. She has spoken to Mr. Mark Cocco from the
School District, Ms. Kate Parmelee with the CRA as well as County Staff about
resubmitting the Port Salerno SRTS application. They are interested in
resubmitting the grant application so it is before you at this time for concurrence,
to move forward on this project. Mr. Cocco has met with the Principal at Port
Salemo Elementary School, who has sent out surveys and they are in process of
collecting the data to update the application. Mr. Donaldson advised that George
Dzama with the Engineering Department would be the County contact on this
project and the CRA would provide the public outreach. Ms. Beltran advised
that she'll speak to Mr. Donaldson as to when this may be presented to the Board
of County Commissioners (BOCC) as the grant application is due on March 31 ,
2016. Mr. Donaldson said this was discussed and approved at a recent Joint
Meeting between the BOCC and the School Board. Mr. Stokus asked if match
funds were necessary for the grant. Ms. Beltran said that the grant pays for the
Engineering and CEl with the Survey and Design being considered as the match.
Mr. Donaldson said if there is a match the County has some sidewalk impact fees
that could be made available.
Ms. Samantha Lovelady made the motion to approve resubmitting the Safe
Routes to School Grant Application. Mr. Joe Capra provided the second.
The motion passed unanimously.
6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr. Joe Capra mentioned the lighting on l-95 south of Kanner Highway. He asked if
that was approved by this committee and what was the reason for it. Ms. Beltran
advised that it was mentioned at a recent MPO Board meeting and Mr. Gerry
O'Reilly from FOOT said the lights were justified as the result of a lighting study
that was done due to crash data as well as other factors .
7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.
8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
None
9. NEXT MEETING
Joint BPAC/CAC/TAC Meeting-Administration Building, 4th Floor Workshop
Conference Room, April 4, 2016 at I :30 PM
10. NOTES
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None.
11. ADJOURN
Mr. Joe Capra made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. George Stokus provided
a second. The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 PM.

Recorded and Prepared by:
Date:
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Approved by:
Date:
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