MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Martin County Administration Building
Growth Management Conference Room
2401 SE Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 221-1498
www .martinmpo.com

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 - 9:00 a.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Sheila Kurtz, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Sheila Kurtz, CAC Chair
Amy Eason, Vice Chair
Stephen Driver
Al Zilg
Saadia Tsaftarides
Daniel Parz
John Patteson (Arrived at 9:06 a.m.)
Gary Coton

Members Excused:
Michael Houston

Members Absent
Trent Steele

Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant II

Others in Attendance:
Robert Trout, Martin County Public Transit
Paul Bangs, Martin County Capital Projects
Vinny Barile, MPO Board Member
A quorum was present for this meeting.

3. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Mr. Stephen Driver. Mr. Gary
Coton made a second. No objections were expressed. The motion passed
unanimously.
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4. APPROVE MINUTES
A motion to approve the Joint Bicycle Pedestrian/Citizens'/Technical Advisory
Committees (BPAC/CAC/TAC) meeting minutes of April 8, 2015 was made by Mr.
Dan Parz. The second was offered by Mr. Stephen Driver. There were no
corrections requested. The motion passed unanimously.
5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. FY2014/15 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM (TAP)
GRANT APPLICATION
Ms. Beth Beltran advised that this grant application is for the Transportation
Alternative Program (TAP) which comes before the committee annually. She stated
that normally there are multiple applications for these Federal funds which allow
local agencies to construct sidewalks, bike lanes and plant landscaping along eligible
corridors. She advised that this year there was only one application from Martin
County which was the Bridge Road Sidewalk Project. Ms. Beltran introduced Mr.
Paul Bangs, from the Martin County Engineering Department who presented the
item. Mr. Bangs advised that the County has been working on this for a couple of
years as this project was requested by a citizen' s group in Hobe Sound off of Flora
Avenue. Mr. Bangs provided a map showing the limits ( 1,973 feet/.37 miles) being
on Bridge Road from Flora A venue to Retreat Drive. He added that there are
challenges with the project specifically wetlands and a canal. Included in the project
will be a pedestrian bridge over the canal along with a guardrail. Mr. Bangs said that
there is a considerable amount of right-of-way (ROW) and they plan to keep the
sidewalk but they anticipate the additional sidewalk being constructed as far from
the roadway as possible, stating that he expects about 14 feet in some areas. He said
that closer to Retreat Drive the ROW lessens and the sidewalk will need to be closer
to the roadway. Mr. Bangs provided a cross section view of the bridge and the
sidewalk with the 14 foot clear zone. Mr. Stephen Driver inquired as to the amount
of vegetation that will have to be moved for this project. Mr. Bangs advised not very
much, possibly a small amount from the one slide viewed where it was tight to the
road. He said there are some swales which will need to have piping installed to
ensure that the drainage is addressed appropriately, but tree removal will be very
minimal. Mr. Al Zilg inquired if there are plans to widen Bridge Road. Mr. Bangs
said he was unaware of any plans to widen it at this time. Mr. Zilg stated that near
U.S . 1 it seems to get congested. Mr. Bangs mentioned that in the next couple of
years paved shoulders and bike lanes are being added further west on Bridge Road
but no lanes are being added. Ms. Beltran said that in the process of the producing
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Needs Plan the model doesn't show a
need to widen Bridge Road; however, the consultant was going to review this noting
heavy congestion near U.S. 1. Mr. Patteson asked if there was going to be a problem
with the trees in the set back. Mr. Bangs explained that the setback for the clear
zone is from the travel way. He added that the community requested and supports
this project as evidenced by the many documents from local residents or businesses
in the agenda package. Mr. Dan Parz asked if he could elaborate as to the costs of
the project as page 20 shows three different cost totals. Mr. Bangs explained that the
total cost is approximately $400,563. He said the TAP grant will fund $337,694
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with the balance being local funds in the amount of $62,868. Mr. Bangs explained
that the $286,343 at the top of page 20 is the construction costs to build the project.
He said that the FDOT grant requires a contingency fee of $57,000 on the project
which is not reimbursable.
Mr. Stephen Driver made a motion to approve the FY2014/15 Transportation
Alternative Program (TAP) Grant Application. The motion was seconded by
Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides. There was no additional discussion. The motion
passed unanimously.
B. FY2015/16 - FY2019/20 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
(TIP)
Ms. Beltran stated that this item is the Final Draft Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015/16 through FY 2019/20. She noted that
the TIP reflects FDOT's Work Program, and the committee reviewed the first draft
at the last meeting. Ms. Beltran reminded the members that this is the end of the
MPO's funding process which began in September with the List of Project Priorities
(LOPP). This Final Draft TIP is expected to be adopted by the MPO Board at the
June 15th Public Hearing. She advised that the Major Projects are: Resurfacing of
High Meadow Avenue; Murphy Road Bridge Replacement; and State Road (SR)
714 widening. Ms. Beltran provided a summary of Public Involvement efforts
which included copies of the TIP on display at each of the public libraries in the
County, the Administrative Building; the TIP has been posted on the MPO's website
since May 1st for public review; it was presented at each advisory committee
meeting last month with the Final Draft being presented this month, and a Public
Hearing notice was placed in the newspaper. She pointed out that there were a few
changes since the committee saw this last month. Ms. Beltran stated that the Board
had questions regarding the SR 710 projects which are a part of the State's Strategic
Intermodal System (SIS). She refreshed the committee that Design of the segment
from the power plant to County Road (CR) 609 was presented and approved last
year by both the committees as well as the Board. She advised that the State is
funding ROW acquisition for this segment and concerns have been expressed by the
Indiantown representative. Though Indiantown supports the project, it is desired to
have the project remain within the State's ROW, and currently the shared use path is
outside of that ROW. Ms. Beltran advised that the Project Manager will present an
update to this project to the MPO Board on June 15th for clarification. She provided
a handout of a snapshot of the SR 710 segment that was inadvertently omitted from
the agenda (page A4), advising that the project which runs through Indiantown on
Warfield Boulevard should have been omitted instead (page AS) as FDOT has
dropped it from their Work Program. Ms. Beltran said that FDOT's Central Office
had some issues getting the correct projects to the MPOs and Martin was fortunate in
that this was the only error that appeared in the TIP. Ms. Beltran advised that the
Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) and the Indiantown community have
worked closely with the State to work this [improvements on SR 710] out. Mr. Zilg
inquired as to how a project like this suddenly gets priority. Ms. Beltran explained
that this isn 't one of the MPO ' s priorities; it's a State priority because of the freight
movement along the SR 710 corridor. There are three SIS roadway facilities in
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Martin County: I-95, the Turnpike and SR 710. Ms. Amy Eason said that she
watched the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) meeting recently when the
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) was being discussed. She noted that High
Meadow A venue and the Murphy B1idge were also being discussed. She asked if in
the process of getting things approved, do items go through the CIP first then to the
MPO Process or vice versa. Ms. Eason said this discussion has gone on for years
and she's unsure why it's still being discussed. Ms. Beltran said that until a few
years ago the MPO only had capacity projects on their priority list with the Veteran's
Memorial Bridge being the first priority. She said since there wasn't enough money
for the bridge and even after the bridge was funded, if there were Surface
Transportation (SU) funds available, FDOT would put the funds on one of their SIS
facilities in Martin County since they were Martin' s funds. Ms. Beltran said the SIS
facilities may not be Martin's priorities but they are the State's priorities. She said
now the LOPP consists of seven to ten [both capacity and non-capacity] projects so
FDOT may review them to determine which projects are eligible. Ms. Beltran said if
there are projects that are not eligible, FOOT has another project that is an MPO
priority that they can now put those funds towards; FDOT won't be spending SU
funds on an SIS facility. Ms. Eason inquired as to how a project gets on the CIP.
Ms. Beltran said since some MPO projects are non-capacity projects a few may not
be eligible for SU funds but for those that are, MPO staff talks to Engineering staff
to determine their priorities. She said for the last couple of years funds have been
directed to resurfacing projects to help with the backlog. Ms. Beltran said
resurfacing projects would start with the CIP and then become part of the MPO' s
process. Ms. Eason mentioned that Murphy Bridge has safety issues, and the
Citizen's Advisory Committee (CAC) has been talking about it for a couple of years.
When it went to the Board during review of the CIP, there was some discussion as to
why it is being funded. It was puzzling to her as many of the Board members are the
same people. Ms. Beltran said that some projects are the County's responsibility,
but the MPO amended the LRTP so those projects would be eligible to go through
the MPO process. If a project is eligible for the MPO process, chances to get FDOT
or Federal funds will offset the CIP. Mr. Patteson requested a status on SR 714. Ms.
Beltran said that there have been some Congestion Management Process (CMP)
issues on this road. She said that when the MPO updated their CMP, there were
recommendations to improve a couple of intersections along that roadway.
However, last year FDOT's Central Office initiated the State Environmental Impact
Report (SEIR), a new program to fund capacity projects. Ms. Beltran said it' s a pilot
program to widen Federal Aid roadways using the State Process instead of a Federal
Process as the Federal Process is longer. She said the Federal Process consists of
different phases; PD&E, Design, ROW, and construction with each phase taking two
to four years. To widen a Federal roadway it could take upwards of 10 years. The
State also acknowledges that gas tax revenue continues to decline. So the Districts
were advised to provide some pilot widening projects for their review to try this new
State method. Ms. Beltran said that FOOT-District N chose SR 714 over all the
District projects. After discussion it was noted that the project will now be widening
not CMP. Ms. Beltran said that when the Legislature meets early [like in 2016] it
throws off FDOT's deadlines. FOOT is requesting that we approve FY2016-20 TIP

CACMinutes

Page 4 of8

June3, 2015

at the same meeting when the Board is approving the FY2017-21 LOPP. She added
that the LOPP will include the widening of SR 714. Thi s year's TIP reflects what
this committee discussed last September which was the CMP that is why it' s still in
this TIP. When the Tentative Work Program is presented next fall she said, these
intersection improvements will not be in it, just the PD&E and Design of the SR 714
widening project will be there. Ms. Beltran stated that staff is looking to have a
recommendation of the Final Draft FY2015/16-FY2019/20 TIP with the FY2017
project, to be forwarded to the MPO Policy Board for approval.

Ms. Amy Eason made a motion to approve the FY2015/16-FY2019/20
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with the FY2017 project. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Stephen Driver. There were no additional
discussions. The motion passed unanimously.
C. FY2016/17 LISTS OF PROJECT PRIORITIES
As mentioned previously, the change in the Legislature schedule moved up the time
of year to approve the LOPP. Ms. Beltran said the timeframe for this LOPP is for FY
2017. Ms. Beltran summarized the project list: the traffic signal modification to
move the mast arm on U.S. 1 near Barnes and Noble so the right lane may serve as a
dual purpose lane to improve traffic flow; the resurfacing of Savannah Road from
Cardinal/Jensen Beach Boulevard; the third is a safety project, along County Road
(CR) 609. Ms. Beltran refreshed the committees' memories in that the County
received American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (2009) (ARRA) funds to
resurface the road but they didn't have the funds for the guardrail along that facility,
so this will provide the guardrails. The fourth item is the U.S. 1 Corridor Retrofit
which was a recommendation from last year's planning item, adding that the
presentation came before this committee a couple of meetings ago by Tindale Oliver,
the consultant from FDOT. Ms. Beltran said that this is to improve the left
southbound lane which turns onto Joan Jefferson that backs up in the mornings, on
the Roosevelt Bridge. Project five is widening SR 714 from two to four lanes. The
sixth project is lighting along A-1-A. Ms. Beltran said that the Design was funded
last year, and due to the community support for the construction funds it will remain
on the list. Project seven is a safety project, the CMP recommendations to improve
the local pedestrian crosswalks and it is currently under review at FOOT.
Resurfacing of Indian Street and St. Lucie Boulevard are projects number eight and
nine. FDOT requested that the two roads be listed separately though Indian Street
runs into St. Lucie Boulevard. The tenth project is the realignment of CR 714 where
is runs into SR 710. She said that there is a very sharp curve and FDOT District One
is doing a PD&E Study on SR 710 which includes this realignment, noting that a
presentation was provided to this committee about 1Yi years ago. Though it' s not a
District Four project they recommend having it on the list as it promotes support for
the project. Mr. Coton asked what the chances are in getting the crosswalks at
Monterey Road/Ocean Boulevard and Kingswood/St. Lucie Boulevard, which are
listed at priority seven. Ms. Beltran said that FDOT is working with the MPO on
this but it is doubtful that it would happen anytime soon as they are State roadways.
She noted that before anything could happen they would have to get concurrence
from the MPO advisory committees and Board. Ms. Beltran advised that the second
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list is the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) list. She advised that this
committee reviewed and the MPO approved the Mapp Road multimodal
enhancement project a couple of years ago. She advised that last year the Kindred
Street/Johnson A venue complete streets improvements were funded and you just
heard the presentation from Mr. Paul Bangs for the Bridge Road sidewalk project.
She noted that FDOT is currently confirming eligibility for the Bridge Road project,
adding that it is a solid application. Mr. Driver asked when this project would be
funded. Ms. Beltran stated that these funds are not available until three years after
the next fiscal year. She said this is the 2015 cycle for that application and it will be
finalized at the beginning of the State' s fiscal year 2016 but they will not be
available for construction until FY 2019. Ms. Beltran assured Mr. Driver that the
community in Hobe Sound has been requesting this for a few years. Ms. Beltran
advised that the final list is Martin County' s Public Transit' s (MCPT) Program of
Projects (POP). She stated that the MPO amended their Public Involvement Plan
(PIP) at the request ofMCPT to have their POP presented during our LOPP for their
public involvement component for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). Mr.
Trout said that MCPT rolled out their realignment of the Stuart Route Three
previously which took 80 minutes to travel 3.2 miles. He said they relocated some
signs onto the street allowing them to decrease the travel time. He said that they
now have circular patterns traveling in opposite directions stating that if you get off
the bus you can catch one going back to where you left. Mr. Trout said that the U.S.
1 Route was adjusted, again moving the stops to the road, so it goes as far north as
the Walmart in St. Lucie County to Indian River State College. The route was an
hour and ten minutes and it' s now down to 50 minutes with a bus traveling in each
direction. He advised that the County has been given three years to perfect all their
stops to be American's with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant. Mr. Trout noted
when the study was originally done there were no stops that were ADA compliant
but by realigning the route seven stops are now in compliance. Mr. Zilg asked if the
new schedules and routes will be shown on channel 20 Martin County Television
(MCTV). Mr. Trout said that the information is currently on the County's website
under "transit" with maps ready to be downloaded. Mr. Zilg asked if he could
explain why there have been appropriations for bus shelter but he doesn' t see any in
Martin or St. Lucie County. Mr. Trout said that the appropriations are for both
counties and currently they are going out for bid in the next couple of months for the
shelters. Mr. Trout said thus far Indiantown has received two shelters, two shelters
at Indian River State College (IRSC)/Martin Memorial South and two slabs have
been poured at Sailfish Park anticipating completion in a month or so. Mr. Zilg
inquired if any shelters are planned for the Hobe Sound area near the medical
facilities. Mr. Trout said not at this time, but under the ADA law shelters must be
maintained at a certain level of cleanliness and currently we do not have
maintenance personnel to accomplish this. Mr. Trout answered Mr. Zilg that they
will have schedules in the shelters, with the busier stops having small kiosks with the
schedules there as well.
Ms. Beltran stated that staff is looking for a
recommendation to move the FY2016/ 17 List of Project Priorities forward to the
MPO Board for approval.
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Ms. Amy Eason made a motion to approve the FY2016/17 List of Project
Priorities and move it forward to the MPO Board. Mr. Stephen Driver
provided a second. There was no additional discussion. The motion passed
unanimously.
6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr. Robert Trout advised that in the past the County had smaller vehicles which can
only be utilized for five years. He said that they have gone to the next size which is a
full size 30' Gillig bus with front and rear door loading. He said that the bus will be
more identifiable so people can distinguish the public transit bus from other buses. Mr.
Dan Parz asked the capacity of the buses. Mr. Trout said there are four different buses
now which range from the smaller, paratransit vehicles from six to twenty-two with the
Gillig accommodating 30 people. Mr. Coton asked what the anticipated ridership will
be as it sounds like a larger vehicle is being purchased because of an FDOT requirement.
Mr. Trout said it costs the same amount to run a 30' bus as it does a 40' bus and its best
to have the capacity. He said at peak time it's standing room only, and we anticipate
future growth. He said that MCPT has been steadily growing; noting that three years
ago when they began going to Indian River State College (IRSC) South they were
transporting 1,300 riders annually and now they transport 4,000 a month.
Mr. John Patteson expressed concerns about areas in the County that have many names

for the same roadway. He has personal experience with this when a family member had
a medical emergency and the trouble explaining to the EMS where he was located. Ms.
Beltran recommended he contact Martin County Growth Management Department for
this matter. He said he would contact Ms. Nikki VanVonno to see if this could be
resolved.
Ms. Kurtz asked if there was an update on All Aboard Florida (AAF). Ms. Beltran said
the lawsuit is still pending though AAF canceled the recent bond hearing. Ms. Kurtz
requested updates on AAF until the impacts on the community are resolved. Ms. Beltran
said that the MPO has a meeting regarding the LRTP at FDOT on June 16, 2015, and
that is on the agenda. Ms. Kurtz wanted to give an update on Martin Grade. She said
that last year it was mentioned that there would be a designation. Ms. Beltran said that it
has been designated by the State but she's not heard as to when a public dedication wilJ
be held.
Mr. Al Zilg said he spoke with Commissioner Heard who expressed concerns with

traffic avoiding the Tequesta Bridge, and that it was to be opened to relieve traffic from
County Line Road. Ms. Beltran said she was unaware of that issue but suggested that he
contact the Commissioner' s Executive Aide on this item. Mr. Zilg said he would
contact her and asked how to get a resurfacing project on a priority list.
Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides asked if Dixie Highway in Golden Gate was a Federal Aid Road.
Ms. Beltran affirmed. Ms. Beltran advised that the County has submitted an application
to resurface that road.
Mr. Zilg asked for the status of the U.S. 1 Corridor Retrofit project from Palm Beach to
St. Lucie Counties. Ms. Beltran said that Tindale Oliver made presentations recently to
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the committees and Board about the preliminary recommendations.
documents are still being finalized.

She said the

7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None
8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
None.
9. NEXT MEETING
• September 2, 2015 9:00 AM
to.ADJOURN

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. John Patteson. The second was provided by
Mr. Stephen Driver. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was
adjourned at 10:23 AM.
Recorded and Prepared by:

Approved by:

~
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