MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Martin County Administration Building
4•h Floor Workshop Conference Room
2401 SE Monterey Road, Stuart, FL 34996
www .martinmpo.com
(772) 221-1498
Monday, June 1, 2015@ 1:30 pm
Minutes
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Sam Amerson called the meeting to order at I :32 pm.

2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Sam Amerson
Samantha Lovelady
Joe Capra, (All.)
Mark Cocco
Stephen Mayer (Arrived at 1:42 PM)
Don Donaldson (Arrived at I :35 PM)
Lisa Maack
Robe1t Trout
George Stokus
Members Excused:
Kim Delaney
Members Absent
Stuart Trent
Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Bolivar Gomez, Senior Associate Planner
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant II
Others Present:
Paul Bangs, Martin County Engineering Department
Diane Moore, MC Office Business and Management
A quorum was present for this meeting.
3. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion to approve the Agenda was made by Mr. George Stokus. A second
was provided by Mr. Joe Capra. The motion passed unanimously.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. George Stokus which was seconded by Mr. Mark
Cocco to approve the April 8, 2015 minutes of the Joint Bicycle/Pedestrian,
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Citizens', Technical Advisory Committee (BPAC/CAC!fAC) meeting.
motion passed unanimously.

The

5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. FY2014/15 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM (TAP)
GRANT APPLICATION
Ms. Beltran introduced this item. Martin County submitted the only application this
year. The Call for Projects was in January, followed by a mandatory workshop for
applicants on February 5, 2015. The Project Manager, Mr. Paul Bangs provided a
brief overview of the project which would propose new sidewalks on Bridge Road.
The project limits are Flora Avenue to Retreat Drive to fill a gap of 1,700 feet. Mr.
Bangs said that it' s a simple project though there is a canal which joins a couple of
wetlands that will require a pedestrian bridge. Mr. Bangs said that they plan to run
the sidewalk as far from the road as they can to keep it out of the 14 foot clear zone.
He noted that there are some swales that will require pipes and fill, but it will be
minimized as much as possible. Mr. Bangs presented the bridge and sidewalk cross
sections. Mr. Amerson asked if he had an aerial which shows the sidewalk
connections. Mr. Bangs returned to the first slide showing the currently existing
sidewalk and where this project will connect. Mr. Amerson said that the City of
Stuart had a project, the NW Dixie Highway sidewalk, rejected by FOOT because
there was a 160 lineal foot gap due to the lack of Right-of-Way (ROW). He said
FOOT would not fund an incomplete project. Mr. Bangs said that this project was
requested by the neighborhood and this sidewalk connects to the sidewalk leading
to U. S. 1. It was noted that the bridge was costly, $160,000 but it's small so it can
fit into the necessary area. Mr. Amerson said that he was of the opinion that for the
TAP projects, FOOT required a minimum of eight feet [for the bridge], possibly it
was that they "encouraged" eight feet. [Proposed bridge width is six to eight feet
wide.] Ms. Lisa Maack suggested that it may have something to do with a permit
for the bridge. Mr. Bangs said he' s checked and it' s a general permit which is easy
to get, but he' ll confirm if it's eight feet or not. Mr. Bangs stated that he thinks the
bridge may be less expensive than actually quoted. He mentioned that FOOT has a
lot of add-ons for this type of grant, the contingency as well as Construction,
Engineering and Inspection (CEI) which inflate the numbers. Mr. Capra advised
that he will have to abstain from the vote on this project though he supports the
project.
Mr. George Stokus made a motion to recommend the project to the
Ms.
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Board for approval.
Samantha Lovelady gave a second to the motion. The motion passed
unanimously with Mr. Joe Capra abstaining.
B.

FY2015/16 - FY2019/20 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
(TIP)
Ms. Beth Beltran introduced the Final Draft of the FY2015/ l 6-FY2019/20
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). She advised that the committee saw
an earlier draft of this document last month and noted where the project is in
relation to the timeline. Ms. Beltran said that the TIP will go to the Board for final
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adoption in June, the end of the MPO's fiscal year. She advised that the Major
Projects are the High Meadow Avenue Resurfacing, the Murphy Road Bridge
Project and State Road (SR) 7 I 4 Widening Project. She summarized the necessary
public involvement component as outlined in the Public Involvement Plan (PIP).
The Draft TIP has been on the MPO's website since May I , 2015, with printed
copies in the local libraries and the County Administrative Building. The Public
Hearing on June 15th was advertised in the local newspaper. Ms. Beltran advised
that there were two projects mentioned at the last MPO Board meeting. The first
was the widening of SR 710 from the power plant to SR 609 (page A-4). Ms.
Beltran stated that there is an ex-officio Indiantown representative on the Board,
and she said that though Indiantown supports the project they want FDOT to remain
within the State' s Right-of-Way (ROW). She said that the consultant will be
coming to make a presentation at the next Board meeting to discuss the design,
which was previously reviewed and approved by each committee as well as the
Board. Ms. Beltran said the second SR 710 project (page A5) was dropped from
the Work Program. She stated that during the past few years the MPO has been
using an Interactive TIP which has been very beneficial in keeping track of funding
sources and amounts. Ms. Beltran said with the exception of SR 710 the TIP
mirrors what came to the committee in May. She said that staff recommends
approval of the Final Draft TIP to forward it to the MPO Board, and she will take
any questions at this time.
A motion to approve the Final Draft FY2014/15-FY2019/20 TIP was made by
Mr. George Stokus with Mr. Don Donaldson providing a second. Mr. Joe
Capra abstained. The vote was called and the motion passed unanimously
with Mr. Capra in abstaining.
C.

FY2016/17 LISTS OF PROJECT PRIORITIES
Ms. Beltran said that this item historically comes to the committees m
September but due to the accelerated Legislative schedule, FDOT is
recommending that the List of Project Priorities (LOPP) for FY 2017 be
received before August 1, 2015. Ms. Beltran stated that in the agenda package
there are three lists. The first is the list of projects eligible for Surface
Transportation Program [SU] funds, followed by the Transportation
Alternative Program (TAP) projects and lastly is the Program of Projects
(POP) for Martin County Public Transit (MCPT). She reviewed the first list of
projects, including the Traffic Signal Modification to relocate a traffic signal
in front of Barnes and Noble in order to make the right lane a dual purpose
lane. The next item is a resurfacing project on Savannah Road. The third
project is County Road (CR) 609 installation of a guardrail. Item four was on
the list last year as a planning project from the U.S. 1 Corridor Retrofit Plan
improving the southbound turning lane from the Roosevelt Bridge into
downtown Stuart onto Joan Jefferson. The fifth item is SR 714 widening
[adding two lanes] from Citrus Boulevard to Martin Downs Boulevard. Sixth
is the lighting on A-1-A as a roadway improvement from the Ernie Lyons
Bridge to Jensen Beach Boulevard. The seventh project is to implement
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recommendations from the traffic study around this building along Monterey
Road and East Ocean Boulevard such as adding pedestrian crosswalks to
improve safety of pedestrian and non-motorized vehicles in that area. Ms.
Beltran said that she has collaborated with the Engineering Department's
Capital Projects Division and will be working with the County on improving
the area around the Administrative Building while they are making needed
repairs to the parking lot. Project eight is resurfacing Indian Street from Dixie
Highway to St. Lucie Boulevard. She advised that the street name changes so
FDOT requested that it be shown as a separate project. The ninth project is St.
Lucie Boulevard from Indian Street to East Ocean Boulevard. Finally, the last
item, which was on last year' s list as well, is the re-alignment of CR 714 where
it intersects with SR 710. She stated that there is a dangerous curve in the
roadway and this will straighten out the curve. The roadway will go into
Okeechobee County and connect to CR l 5B. Ms. Beltran said she'd answer
questions about these projects prior to going on to the other lists. Ms.
Lovelady inquired if the transit stop at the Administrative building had
changed. Mr. Trout affirmed stating that there are three new stops; in front of
the Blake Library, going East on East Ocean in front of the Insurance Agency,
and its sister stop across the street near a doctor' s office. He said that those
stops on East Ocean are already Americans with Disabilities Act (2009) (ADA)
compliant. Mr. Amerson asked if there was any more information regarding
the changing of the signal at the corner of Monterey Road and East Ocean
Boulevard as there had been complaints about excessive queuing without the
right turn on red. Ms. Beltran said that it has been adjusted but people are
continuing to make that right turn on red. It was noted that there was a digital
message sign for about two weeks stating "new traffic pattern ahead" and "no
turn on red". It was also noted that there was a sign erected annotating the
same but Ms. Lovelady said there are a lot of signs there so it gets lost. Mr.
Capra advised that there was an editorial in the newspaper about the change.
Mr. Capra advised that he would have to abstain from this vote as well. He
stated that he would like to see a walkway from the Florida Turnpike all the
way to Stuart Beach, down Monterey Road and going to East Ocean to the City
of Stuart. Mr. Capra inquired if Martin decided to make wider paths eight or
ten foot paths, or some designation for a nice walkway or multiuse path, could
SU funds be used? Are these funds limited in what can be constructed? Ms.
Beltran said that it would depend on the various project factors, as these are
Federal funds. Ms. Beltran said that sometimes it's not the most cost efficient
way to use these funds adding that for intersections or pedestrian
improvements the oversight costs more money than the actual construction, but
yes, the funds could be used. Mr. Capra said that in order to make some of the
wider paths Martin will have to make arrangements with the adjacent property
owners for ROW acquisition. He advised that it tends to pose a problem when
Federal funds are used. Mr. Capra asked if there was a way that some of these
arrangements could be made prior to using the funds . Ms. Beltran said that the
Indian Street Bridge ran into that situation where they were using Federal
funds and since the County supported the project at the time they went ahead
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and purchased some of the property. However this did not ultimately save time
because they had to go back through the Federal process anyway. Ms. Beltran
said that you have to follow the Federal process for the project to be eligible
for those kinds of funds. Mr. Capra inquired if a PD&E study would be
required for a shared use path. Mr. Donaldson said if the shared use path
required ROW acquisition, FDOT would require a PD&E study. Mr.
Donaldson said if the design was within the ROW its ok but if the design
expands outside of the ROW, a PD&E process would be required. Mr. Stokus
asked about the St. Lucie Boulevard and Indian Street resurfacing as they have
storm water issues. Is there any available land for the storm water
improvements and can Federal funds be used to buy property for those
improvements as a part of the resurfacing? Mr. Donaldson said that too would
require a PD&E to demonstrate the whole project. Mr. Amerson advised that
there is no ROW for bike lanes on that project. Ms. Beltran said that the next
list is the Transportation Alternative Project (TAP). The first two projects are
the Mapp Road multirnodal enhancement project which was approved a couple
of years ago. Last year the City of Stuart received approval from FDOT for a
TAP grant for the Stuart Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) for funds for
the Kindred Street and Johnson A venue complete streets project. The last one
is the Bridge Road sidewalk as presented earlier in this meeting. Ms. Beltran
said that the Federal TAP funds are normally reviewed in the process, and the
funds are available three years out. The last list is the Martin County Public
Transit (MCPT) Program of Projects (POP). She said that staff is looking for a
recommendation for these lists to be forwarded to the MPO Board for
approval. Mr. Amerson asked for a motion.

A motion to approve was offered by Mr. George Stokus. A second was
provided by Ms. Samantha Lovelady. Mr. Joe Capra abstained. The
motion passed unanimously with Mr. Joe Capra in abstention.
6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr. Sam Amerson introduced Mr. Stephen Mayer, Senior Planner for the City of
Stuart. This is his first meeting. Mr. Mayer will be representing the City of Stuart
Development Department previously staffed by Mr. Paul Nicoletti.
7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.
8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
None.
9. NEXT MEETING
• September 2, 2015
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to.ADJOURN
Mr. George Stokus made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Samantha Lovelady
provided a second. The meeting was adjourned at 2:06 PM.

Recorded and Prepared by:

Approved by:

Date:
Sam )ill)dson, Chair
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