MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD FOR THE TRANSPORTATION
DISADVANTAGED
Martin County Administration Building
4111 Floor Workshop Room
2401 SE Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 221-1498

Monday, June 1, 2015 @ 10:00 A.M.
MINUTES
1.

2.

CALL TO ORDER- The meeting was called to order at l 0:05 AM by Chair E ula C larke.
She expressed birthday wishes to Ms. Lisa Sanders as Ms. Sanders brought in cake to share
with the Board.
ROLL CALL
Eula Clarke, Chair
Suzanne Desposati
Lois Krom
Phyl Weaver
Angela Van Etten
Jayne Pietrowski, (Alt.)
Harry Hernandez

EXCUSED
Anthony Reese
Krista Brewer
Dalia Dillon
Steven Wolfberg

ABSENT
None

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Bolivar Gomez Senior Associate Planner
Margaret 1-1. Brassard, Administrative Assistant II

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
Lisa Sanders, Medical Transportation Management (MTM)
Matt McBride, MY Transportation
Diane Moore, MC OMB
Anita Cocoves, Health and Human Services
A quorum was present for this meeting.
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Ms. Eula Clarke introduced Ms. Beth Beltran to advise of a new Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) staff member. Ms. Beltran introduced Mr. Bolivar Gomez as the new
Senior Associate Planner. She extended a warm welcome to Mr. Gomez as did the Board.
Ms. Clarke stated that that staff has an addition to the agenda before its approval. Ms. Beth
Beltran stated that there was going to be a new agenda item for Approval. She advised that
subsequent to the release of the agenda, Mr. John Irvine from the Commission for the
Transportation Disadvantaged (CTD) advised that this item, the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Rate
Model should be an agenda item which necessitated the supplemental agenda. Ms. Beltran
advised that this will be added as the first business item on the Agenda, "Agenda Item A".

3.

APPROVE AGENDA
Ms. Phyl Weaver made a motion to approve the agenda with the additional Agenda
item "A". Ms. Angela Van Etten provided a second to the motion. There were no
objections. The motion passed unanimously.

4.

APPROVE MINUTES
Ms. Angela Van Etten made a motion to approve the minutes for the March 2, 2015
meeting. Ms. Phyl Weaver provided a second. There were no additions or deletions.
The motion was passed unanimously.

5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. FY 2016 RATE MODEL
Ms. Beltran advised that this item originally was ·not anticipated to be on the
Agenda but after evaluation by Mr. John Irvine at the CTD it was determined that
the item should be included as an agenda item. She stated that staff recommends
approval of the current rates and turned the floor over to Ms. Lisa Sanders, in case
she had any additions. Ms. Sanders said that this is a standard, annual document
that comes to this Board providing the projected rate per passenger mile and per
passenger trip. She stated that the ambulatory rate is $31.26 while wheelchair is
$53.58. She said that they are projecting to provide at least one stretcher trip,
noting the rarity of stretcher trips in Martin, at a rate of $111 .64. Ms. Sanders
stated that the average trip distance projection is 8.6 miles which is up 2.1 miles
from 2014. The ambulatory passenger mile rate is $3.63, wheelchair $6.23, with
stretcher trips being $12.98. Ms. Sanders stated that there are no revenue funds,
Ambulatory $4.65, Wheelchair $7.97 and stretchers at $16.59. Ms. Clarke
asked the Board if there were any questions regarding the Rate Model. Seeing
none a motion request was made.
Ms. Phyl Weaver made a motion to approve the FY 15-16 Rate Model. The
motion was seconded by Ms. Suzanne Desposati. There were no objections
the motion passed unanimously.
B. TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED SERVICE PLAN (TDSP)- FY

14/15 ANNUAL UPDATE
Mr. Bolivar Gomez stated that this is an annual requirement by the CTD. He
refreshed the Board's memories in that the TDSP stands for the Transportation
Disadvantaged Service Plan covering a time span from 2013-2018. He advised
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that this is required to be updated annually and any necessary changes be made at
that time. He stated that a document was provided in the agenda showing all
necessary changes in strike/underline format for FY 14/15. He added that many of
these items overlap with the Community Transportation Coordinator (CTC)
Eva luation which is the following agenda item. Ms. Van Etten inquired as to
where the changes in the population are derived. Mr. Gomez stated that these
numbers are from the 20 I0 Economic Demographic Research (EDR) which is
what the County uses. Essentially these numbers are a bit more in depth than just
using Census numbers and they were obtained in collaboration with the County's
Growth Management Department. He clarified that the newest information was
from the 20 I 5 EDR though this represents the previous information. Ms. Sanders
inquired if the Florida information came from the current EDR and the Martin
County information came from the Census data. Mr. Gomez clarified that the
EDR is a branch of the Census Office, but it specifically is regarding Florida so
essentially this info1mation does come from the Census Bureau. Ms. Van Etten
stated that she liked the Legislative format adding that is the way to go with
changes. Mr. Gomez delineated some of the respective changes noting that the
largest change is in the eligibility as Medicaid is no longer used by Medical
Transportation Management (MTM) and no longer applicable. He said the
majority of the TDSP did reference Medicaid so the goal was to strike out any
reference to it. Mr. Gomez stated that the trip rates were another update. Ms.
Clarke inquired if the numbers this year were higher or lower than last. Ms.
Sanders replied that they are higher. Mr. Gomez stated that the numbers in the
Service Plan are the most recent, and that this past year is shown in strike through.
He said that the last major update was the Annual Performance Repo11 which is
completed in Tallahassee by the CTD annually. Mr. Gomez stated that the report
was from January, 2015. He advised the Board that the TDSP annual update is
due to the CTD at the end of June and staff requests a recommendation. Mr.
Hernandez asked if they had to wait until the end of June as that also is the end of
the fiscal year. Ms. Beltran advised that it can be submitted once approved . Ms.
Van Etten affirmed that these figures were provided by the Commission and we,
as a County Board are to approve it. She asked if the Commission also provides
an increase of the allocation to the CTC? Ms. Sanders said that after their
regional training the Legislation asked that the CTC use the same allocation fee
that they received last year, because the Legislature has not approved the new
allocation to date. If the allocation is increased they will add it. Ms. Beltran
mentioned that the special session begins today so this will be discussed later in
the agenda.

Ms. Phyl Weaver made a motion to approve the Transportation
Disadvantaged Service Plan (TDSP) FY 14115 Annual Update. Ms. Van
Etten offered a second and the vote was called.
The vote passed
unanimously.
C. CTC EVALUATION
Mr. Gomez advised that this also is an annual requirement by the CTD to fulfil
the requirements for FY I 4/15 which ends on June 30, 2015. He reminded the
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Board that much of this information has been presented at previous meetings but
the information is cumulative and this completes the quarterly/year end reports.
Mr. Gomez stated that Ms. Lisa Sanders is the Project Manager for MTM who is
the CTC for Martin County. He added that MTM entered into a new five year
agreement as CTC with the County on July 3, 2013. Mr. Gomez said that MTM
is a complete brokerage which means that they contract with other vendors to
provide TD transpo11ation who report their infom1ation back to MTM. He
showed a list of providers on the screen noting that the changes from last year are
that Heavenly Place was added and Four Ways Medical Transportation was
removed. Mr. Gomez provided a list of the three agencies with coordination
contracts with the CTC, noting that Gulfstream Goodwill, Inc. was added this
year. He covered some of the innovative ideas that have been implemented this
year by the CTC, such as the Voucher Programs with the Volunteers of Medicine,
and Caring Children Clothing Children. He continued by advising of programs
that are continuing from previous years, the Provide-A-Ride and Gas Mileage
Reimbursement Programs are on-going. Mr. Gomez said that the public transit
system also plays a role in the CTC process more so than in previous years. More
TD riders are transitioning to public transit if they are within one half of a mile to
a bus stop location, if they can't do that then MTM will provide services to the
TD rider. Mr. Gomez noted that certain tasks had to be performed for this
evaluation. He collected/evaluated TD rider and contractor survey information,
performed on-site observations of the system and vehicle inspections. Mr. Gomez
said that he received information for l l 0 TD riders from MTM and that 48 were
actually surveyed accounting for a 45% outreach which was increased from last
year. He said that the surveys asked the TD riders to rate the transpo1tation
service that they have received from MTM using a scale from one to ten, 45 of the
riders responded to this question with a total of 405 which when divided by the
number that responded results in nine, meaning that MTM's total overall
satisfaction is nine. Ms. Van Etten inquired as to the time period used for pulling
of the rider information. Ms. Sander's advised that it was between three to six
months as the Board requested that it be a fairly recent time frame. Ms. Van Etten
said that she noted a couple of the surveys where people said that they had not
used the service in over a year. Ms. Weaver commented that people seem to be
very vague. Ms. Van Etten stated that was why the request was for the rider
information pulled for the survey to be recent. Ms. Sanders confirmed that it was
three to six months. Ms. Van Etten said that some of the surveys had noted the
name of the rider. She saw a name which she knows, and that particular rider is
on Martin County Public Transit (MCPT). She added that a ce1tain amount of
confusion is to be expected when speaking to some of these riders. Ms. Sanders
said that some members use both services. Mr. Gomez advised that when a
member wasn 't able to be reached at the information provided for whatever
reason, MTM was notified. He said that the Contractor Survey inquired if there
had been issues with the CTC to which each contractor replied "no" and asked if
adequate time was provided to report statistics and all replied "yes". Mr. Gomez
advised that four vehicles were inspected, one from each prov ider. He said that
vehicle equipment was tested to ensure good working conditions. Mr. Gomez
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stated that there were signs on each vehicle indicating the telephone number for
the TD "Help-Line". He advised that Ms. Weaver and he took "ride along" trips
on the vehicles as well as Saturday trips. Ms. Weaver repo1ted that the driver
with whom she rode was excellent, that he handled his clients well, in a
professional manner and it was a good experience. Mr. Gomez mirrored those
observations. Mr. Gomez responded to Ms. Van Etten that the ride alongs were
performed with three vendors out of the four. Mr. Gomez stated that there wi II
always be barriers in a coordinated system and the only one found was that there
was a limited Interlocal Agreement between some of the CTC' s within the region,
though stated that MTM holds qua1terly TD steering committee meetings to
proactively resolve current or potential issues. Ms. Weaver relayed a trip she was
on stating that it was unfortunate that two trips had to be made to lndiantown as
one was a trip to a doctor office with the other to work but the two were unable to
be scheduled within a sim ilar time frame. Ms. Van Etten said that in both of those
situations the scheduling is beyond their control; one must work when assigned
and doctors schedule as to their availabi lity. Mr. Gomez concluded saying that
certain documents are required to be attached to the evaluation, and he showed
each on the screen. He advised that he will now take any questions and that he is
seeking an approval of the CTC Evaluation . Ms. Van Etten commented that she
read each of the rider surveys and was of the opinion that some of the riders do
not understand how the services work. She said that had they been more
knowledgeable of the service the CTC would have received a ten for ten instead
of the nine out often positives. She said some were calling for Medicaid trips and
were upset when they were not able to get one whi le another with whom she' s
acquainted , having seen his name, was requesting an out of County trip. Ms. Van
Etten suggested making a note of this going forward as these are assistance issues
not MTM issues, and those negatives shou ld not be a reflection on MTM.

Ms. Suzanne Desposati made a motion to approve the CTC Evaluation. The
motion was seconded by Ms. Phyl Weaver. The motion was approved
unanimously.
D. QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE REPORTS
Ms. Sanders advised that this new format has been viewed by this Board before
and it's MTM ' s quarterly status. She said that page three contains the Utilization
Information which shows the number of eligible members, trip legs authorized or
requested, no shows, and other performance metrics. She advised that it' s
followed by the phone statistics showing 583 answered in March and complaint
information noting no complaints in March with only one noted year to date. She
addressed the number of Trip Legs by Mode, Ambulatory-488, Bus-0, Gas
Reimbursement-2 and 152-Wheelchair adding that they need to get the bus and
gas mileage reimbursement numbers up. Ms. Sanders responded to Ms. Clarke in
that the 20 14 numbers were a bit higher but they also contained Medicaid
patients. Ms. Sanders said that she' ll be looking into ways to increase the bus and
gas reimbursement numbers. She mentioned that she will be working remotely
from the Virgin ia Call Center next week to participate in training of Customer
Service Representatives (CSR). Ms. Sanders advised that parts of Florida have
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increased the Gas Mileage Reimbursement (GMR) fees, currently it's .24 a mile
and on some Plans it has been increased to .46 per mile which encourages
members to use it, as .24 a mile isn 't much when the average trip is only eight
miles. She said when more people use the GMR that leaves more TD funded trips
for the TD riders. Ms. Sanders added that raising the rate may be something that
this Board may consider doing in Martin. Mr. Hernandez asked if the funding is
limited to any mode. Ms. Sanders affirmed stati ng that it' s limited for the most
appropriate mode for that rider. She added for those riding the bus, it would only
be for those with the abi lity to ride the bus and the individuals who are along the
bus line so it's not a specific amount, it's just any mode. Ms. Van Etten asked if
saying "the bus" she was referring to the MCPT. Ms. Sanders affirmed adding
that it' s not the Indiantown route buses. Ms. Sanders clarified that it' s the number
of bus passes that are given out, the amount of trips provided the number of
people transported to the bus. Ms. Van Etten said that in future reports it should
be noted that it's the MCPT not to be confused within the TD System. Ms.
Sanders said that " bus" indicates the number of riders we have placed on the
MCPT bus. Ms. Sanders reiterated that the Board may choose to raise the GMR
to promote usage.
Ms. Van Etten mentioned that the State mileage
reimbursement rate is .446 though the Federal rate is higher. Ms. Beltran
suggested if the Board was interested in possibly raising the rate that staff could
do some research on this information fu11her and have this as an agenda item for
the August meeting. She said she wou ld look into the rates that other areas are
paying for their GMR. Ms. Van Etten said she would be ready to make a decision
today. Ms. Beltran said that she wou ld rather wait until the next meeting as it
wasn't published in the agenda that went out. Ms. C larke asked if they are
suggesting .46. Ms. Sanders said to increase to the state rate, adding that the
Agency for Health Care Administration (ACHA) rate is .46 per mile . Ms.
Sanders said this isn't a proposal, it' s just for the Board's consideration at another
date as an increase in GMR may encourage people to use it. Ms. Sanders advised
that the reimbursement comes out of TD funds. Mr. Hernandez said that it is
more cost effective to have more people on the bus instead of other modes of
transportation, and the increase in GMR would need to be heavily marketed to get
people to use it. Ms. Sanders reminded the Board that it' s only for those capable
of using it. She said that the others will still have to ride the bus or take TD trips
as not everyone is capable or qualify to use some modes. Ms. Van Etten said that
she's had people say it wasn ' t worth the effo11 to be reimbursed for $3 .00 for
short trips, longer trips would be worthwhi le. She restated that she wou ld like to
see it on the next agenda. Ms. Beltran said that the TDSP addresses the M ileage
Reimbursement Program and she's surprised it wasn't brought up to staff prior to
today. Ms. Beltran mentioned that the rates went up this year so with the GMR
rates as well as increased usage all will have to be considered, to see how that
affects the TD budget. Ms. Van Etten agreed adding that w ith an increase in the
GMR and reimbursements it will still be less expensive than other TD
transpo11ation which will be a big help. Ms. Sanders provided a breakdown of
trips by reason with Medical, Dialysis and Employment being the top three in that
order. She concluded with the Satisfaction Survey which was completed by nine
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people. Ms. Van Etten asked to return to the Uti lization page. She inquired as to
the first quarter in 2015, there were 35 "Unique" members using transportation
and under the Authorized Trip Legs there are 1,962. She inquired if that means
the 35 people took l ,962 trip legs. Ms. Sanders affirmed. Ms. Van Etten has
been told that people wanting to take trips to work are only allowed five trips a
month, so how do 35 people take l ,962 trip legs? Ms. Sanders said some people
know the system, will call and book 25 rides at once, so we have had to put limits
on the number of trips people can schedule in order to allow additional
individuals to use the service. If there are available funds at the end of the month,
we do allow them to take more rides, so it's not stopped after five trips. She said
that they have had to put some stops in place as people wi ll use all the trips not
leaving enough funding for others. Ms. Van Etten said that those 35 people have
taken a trip daily each week. She asked if that means they are putting a five day
cap, making reservations and has MTM just started doing this since March? Ms.
Sanders said that they have begun to allow individuals take on more trips. Ms.
Van Etten said this qua1ter seemed to have more trips. Ms. Sanders affirmed
adding that some people take more than one trip a day as they may stop for a
prescription after going to the doctor, and three legged trips do happen. She
clarified that they have caps in place but they w ill allow additional trips if funds
allow. Ms. Van Etten inquired as to what we are goi ng to do for those trying to
get to work as they are being told now that there is a five trip limit. Ms. Sanders
said that she will speak to M s. Van Etten to work this out after the meeting. M s.
Van Etten said she was of the opinion that there was no policy and that a person
going to work could make a reservation for an everyday trip and they have not
been able to do so . Ms. C larke asked if there were any more questions and
requested a motion.

A motion to approve the Quarterly Performance Report was offered by Ms.
Phyl Weaver. Ms. Suzanne Desposati provided a second. The motion passed
unanimously.
Mr. Matt McBride was introduced to provide the quarte rly National Transit
Database (NTD) report for MCPT. Mr. McBride advised that the numbers are
steady across the board. He advised that the Stuart and U. S. I routes have
changed a bit, a ridership increase is anticipated for next quarter. Mr. McBride
stated that there haven 't been any significant changes in the past six months in the
door to door or fixed routes numbers. He said that both shuttles have been
streamlined ; the vehicles are preparing to be wrapped w ith the new "Marty" logo.
Mr. McBride gave a brief overview of the shuttle route changes in that there are
two shuttles now, one loops on the East side of town, the other loops on the West
and the headway is under 50 minutes. Ms. C larke requested that he speak to the
City Manager and that thi s information be placed on the City of Stua1t 's website
also. Ms. Beltran stated that the request wou ld need to go to Ms. C laudette
Mahan the Transit Manager. Mr. McBride stated that with the new and
anticipated changes, having schedules on a Quick Response (QR) Code may not
happen for about a year. Di scussion ensued about the transit progression, routes
and other schedules. It was noted that MCPT' s report is informational only.
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E. FY2015/16 TD GRANT DISTRIBUTION FOR MARTIN
Ms. Beltran stated that this is for the TD Planning Grant and the Trip and
Equipment Grant which MTM receives for their service. She advised that the
Special Legislative session begins today and as Ms. Sande rs mentioned earlier the
CTC has requested that the amounts from last year be used until the allocation
amount has been calculated. Ms. Beltran said that staff is requesting approval by
the Board for the formula based allocation and if any changes are required due to
the Special Session, that the Board will authorize staff to make those changes.
Ms. Yan Etten questioned why it needed approval as the Board has nothing to do
with it. Ms. Beltran said that historically the Board has approved it, but it is an
allocation. She said Board approval is to ensure that all requirements wi 11 be
complied with for the allocations.

Ms. Phyl Weaver made a motion to approve the FY2015/16 TD Grant
Distribution for Martin County. This motion was seconded by Mr.
Hernandez. The motion passed unanimously.
6.

COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS
Ms. Van Etten inquired ifthe TD Conference was going to happen this year. M s. Beltran
advi sed that it is actually in October this year because the CTD is combining it with the
Florida Public Transportation Association Conference so there will be another LCB-TD
meeting prior to it.
Ms. Loi s Krom noted again for the record that meetings/workshops that are held by the
MPO should be held during operating hours o f the public transit so those who need
transportation may attend . She said that she saw it somewhere in the agenda about a
meeting that was held at seve n in the e vening and people are unable to attend as the bus
doesn't run that late. Ms. Beltran said that this was discussed at the last meeting.
Di scussion ensued regarding evening meetings, transportation issues and getting buses to
bring people to the meetings. Ms. Beltran stated that the conversation is getting off track
adding that by Jaw each advertised public meeting stipulates if a person is vision or
hearing impaired, needs a ride or spec ial accommodatio ns there is a telephone number to
call. Ms. Van Etten queried, "eve n if they need a ride?" Ms. Van Etten said that she has
never seen that in an ad . Ms. Beltran clarifi ed that it states accommodations. Ms. Van
Etten said that someone like Lois would have called sayin g she needed a ride, if that had
been the case, we wouldn 't be addressing it now . Ms. Krom said this has been a problem
for seve ral years, she called for a ride during the prior LRTP, to attend a meeting that was
held at Tradition and Martin County could not provide her a ride; however, she called
Fort Pi.erce and they sent a big blue bus to her apartment to transport he r to and from that
meeting. Ms. Van Etten disagrees that this is off topic because we no w a re ta lking about
the 2040 Transportation Plan, and this was brought up whe n meetings were held in the
evening before the 2040 Plan was introduced . She said she belie ves it will never change,
but if the meetings are going to be held at night, a phone number needs to be provided
that people may call to obtain transportation to/from that meeting. Ms. Beltran said that
the ads state "accommodations" . Ms. Van Etten said that you may specify as to what a re
the accommodatio ns. M s. Weaver said that an accommodation doesn't mean they could
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get a ride, it means they can get there using a wheelchair or other access. Ms. Beltran
asked Ms. Krom if she had called Ms. Sanders. Ms. Clarke stated that maybe you are
calling public transit and not TD, to which Ms. Krom replied, "maybe." Ms. Krom said
that MY supplies her needs. Ms. Sanders clarified that the public transit and TD services
are comp letely different, with MTM a rider must have an application on file in order to
use the services. She said if you called, without having an application on file, MTM
would not be able to transport you, but you could have gotten a ride at a later time if you
had an application on file. Ms. Sanders advised that had Ms. Krom had an application
with MTM she could have gotten a ride at a later time to attend the public hearing. Ms.
Krom said that the number she called was the number in the ad and she was told that they
could not provide a ride to that meeting. Ms. Sanders said the number you called was
MY. Ms. Clarke mentioned that more education is necessary to explain to people the
difference between public transit and TD services. Ms. Van Etten said that the problem
is that there is nobody that can provide the service as the public meetings are outside the
service hours of both companies, MY and MTM. She continued that if the person is not
already registered with the TD services, MTM, they cannot use the service anyway. Ms.
Yan Etten said that MCPT would be the way to go, which is MY, but it's still outside of
their service hours. She added that for MTM, under the TD the specific trip is considered
and going to a public hearing would not be a priority trip. She said this has gone on way
too long and she has zero confidence in public hearings being scheduled during public
transit operation hours when more of the general public would be able to attend after
those hours. Ms. Van Etten said that "the accommodations" which we have stumbled
upon today, needs to include paying for a ride to get someone to the meeting. She said if
they call that number because they need an accommodation, it's not just to include a sign
language interpreter; it's going to include a ride to the meeting. That is what
accommodations needs to mean in Martin County for those hearings and she said she will
speak to whomever she needs to in order to make that happen. Ms. Clarke suggested that
staff look into whether a letter should be drafted for the Chair's signature or a resolution
passed to strongly show that the LCB-TD Board supports transportation accessibility to
any local, County or other specific meetings by those who are TD. This should include
location, time of day as well as transportation to provide assurance to al I persons to
effectively be capable of participating in any meeting. Ms. Beltran stated as a staff
person, she could send a memo to those in charge of public transit, which could be copied
to this Board. She would also recommended that Ms. Clarke bring this up at a City
meeting. Ms. Jayne Pietrowski stated that the County's Title VJ Plan should be checked
as when FDOT's quarterly Title VI reports are completed they have to check a box at
every public meeting that asks if the meeting location is accessible by public transit
which includes time. She said that you may on ly need to look to the language of the Title
VJ Plan to see what that says. Ms. Beltran stated that question is also on each of the
MPO's Board/Committee' s sign in sheets. Ms. Diane Moore stated that the County' s
Americans with Disabilities Act (A DA) clause says specifically, and it's in the public
notices that Growth Management or other areas publish, that transportation is not
included under the accommodations. Ms. Suzanne Desposati inquired if any of the
meetings have " Go to Meeting" or " Conference Calling" granted it's best to be at a
meeting in person, could work but that cou ld be a funding issue. Ms. Van Etten said that
it' s definitely a funding issue for a person who doesn ' t have a computer with the latest
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software on it. Ms. Desposati said it could be done as a conference call. Ms. Beltran
said that staff will send this memo to the public transit staff and copy the Board.
Ms. Clarke asked how Dr. Anita Cocoves clients get around. Dr. Cocoves said that many
have difficulty, others are Medicaid eligible but have yet to receive it, so they are in a
twilight zone. Ms. C larke asked if she advises clients of the bus routes? Dr.
Cocoves affirmed and advised Ms. C larke that she wi ll track how people get to her
office. It was learned that Dr. Cocoves gets groups of people at once in her facility
and Ms. Sanders volunteered to come to the faci lity to make a presentation,
with brochures and applications to see if MTM could be of service to them. Dr.
Cocoves affirmed. Ms. Sanders said she would get with her after the meeting.
Ms. Desposati said when meetings are advertised on flyers, advertise the Mileage
Reimbursement Program, as well as to seek volunteer drivers.
Ms. Weaver offered a warm welcome to Mr. Gomez to his new position and
complemented the clarity of the report he provided.
Ms. Jayne Pietrowski stated that she' s on the Techn ical Advisory Committee of the
Florida Transpo1tation Plan which is currently being updated. This is a Statewide Long
Range Transportation Plan which is estimated for completion toward the end of the year.
She advised that it' s the public' s opportunity to advise how the state should be spending
their transportation funding. She specified the website, "F loridaTransportionPlan.com" to
provide comments. She emphasized if you fee l strongly about any transportation issues
please go to the website and leave your comment. Ms. Pietrowski said there have been
subcommittees to the Steering committee and three of the four subcommittees have put
transit and transit funding somewhere in the top six of their priority. Ms. Clarke
requested that the website be sent to the Board with a link, Ms. Beltran agreed.
Mr. Hernandez expressed thanks for the opportunity to be involved in the survey and that
he will pa1ticipate again, adding that he didn 't forward the non-functioning numbers to
anyone. He said from the 20 that he was ass igned there were several. He said he would
provide them to either Mr. Gomez or Ms. Sanders. Mr. Hernandez said from the
employment side the Federal Government is doing a new program and some of the
challenges are helping people with transpo1tation, not just to our facilities but to
employment. He and others sit on other committees and transportation is a high issue.
Ms. Sanders advised that there was a good turnout at last month 's TD steering committee
meeting. She said the four Treasure Coast Counties were working on an Interlocal
Agreement which wi ll allow TD individuals to cross county lines. She said the CTD TD
Program Manager, Mr. John Irvine indicated that TD funds are not just for "your"
County, the individuals have the abi lity to cross County lines. Ms. Sanders said it would
be something that we wi ll have to bring to this Board. She said the CTD is looking more
at "regional" transportation with the loss of Medicaid . Ms. Sanders stated that the
meeting also covered the coordination agreement with FOOT and possibly its new
format, which would provide ease in collecting the Annual Operating Report (AOR) data.
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Ms. Pietrowski said that FOOT has been working for a year purchasing vehicles for the
Volunteer Driver Program and it appears that a way has been found where the vehicles
are funded up front. Ms. Sanders added that it would be a huge help as the volunteer
drivers could use those vehicles instead of their own, and there' s funding built into the
grant that could help in fuel and maintenance costs. Ms. Clarke inquired is there a smaller
allocation of vehicles in the area with the loss of Medicaid. Ms. Sanders said " no", they
still have the same number of providers with the same expectations of level of service.
Ms. Pietrowski said that FOOT had been using 5303 funds to implement a new pilot
practice, and the funds were to fund a new mobility manager position for the Port St.
Lucie Transportation Management Area (TMA) [St. Lucie and Martin Counties].
Applicants were due a couple of weeks ago with only one response. She said the review
committee will look at the application, interview on June 17, 2015 at the DOT Treasure
Coast Operations Center, and depending on the agency' s response a final decision will be
forthcoming. She advised that the 5303 Advisory Group consists of representatives from
an MPO, the CTC and one member from each LCB-TD Board. Ms. Pietrowski advised
that Sunshine will not affect this LCB Board. It was clarified that if the applicant was not
qualified they are not committed to hire. Mr. Hernandez advised that he is the
representative for this LCB Board and he will not be in attendance at this meeting.
Ms. Clarke asked Ms. Sanders to speak regarding Dump the Pump. Ms. Sanders
reminded the Board that June 17, 2015 is Dump the Pump day for public transit. She said
they have flyers adve1tising this annual, national event. She stated that MCPT, MTM,
and South Florida Commuters Services (SFCS) have partnered together to participate in
this event. Free bus rides will be offered on this date to encourage people to take transit
instead of their vehicles. MTM will also offer services to bring people to the bus stop to
utilize public transit. An individual may obtain a free ride from Martin County to
Sebastian on that date. Ms. Clarke requested that a press release be provided to her so
she may provide it to the City of Stuait.
Ms. Clarke mentioned that she's talked to staff about preparing a three-four
question survey to be provided to the Board at the August meeting with responses
due by the October meeting to advise staff as to what they believe is not being
achieved or what needs to be achieved as LCB Board members. Ms. Beltran said this
was discussed when the MPO was preparing the Transportation Disadvantaged Service
Plan (TDSP) Update. She said that is the time of year when we need to address the
public' s concerns. She added that the first three LRTP public meetings were in the form
of an open house, which was what Ms. Krom spoke about previously. Ms. Beltran said
there was a 2040 LRTP public meeting at Indian River State College (IRSC) that was
held during the operating hours of MCPT. The open house format allows people to
provide input whether they stay for I 0 minutes or two hours. She added that a fourth
workshop will be held when we are transitioning from the Needs Plan to the Cost
Feasible Plan which will probably be held at JRSC as it is on the Martin County bus
route, has access to younger people and it can be held from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. She
advised that people liked those hours as students can attend as they are leaving or
coming to classes and people leaving work can stop on the way home. She said when
speaking to Ms. Clarke, this would be the way to express those concerns. Ms. Beltran
said as the TDSP has already been adopted, this time next year, will be when the
concerns need to be expressed, during the update period.
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Ms. Beltran complemented this LCB Board noting that they seem to be much more
knowledgeable and engaged than other LCB Boards. Ms. Krom shared a memory from
her attendance at the 2035 Joint LRTP meeting saying that most meetings are directed
toward a larger more urban area, whereas Martin is different, small yet more attuned to
its residents. However, they have eliminated all the elderly bus stops. Ms. Beltran
requested that people go to the website [www.Martin2040.com] to view the commercial
which has been made for the 2040 LRTP. She advised that Ms. Krom pa1ticipated in this
commercial.

It was clarified, that MTM memberships are only good for a specific period of time and
members must be reapply to be qualified after that time limit. Ms. Krom advised that she
speaks of the concerns of friends and neighbors. Ms. Sanders advised that she would be
glad to meet with them to assist them with applications for MTM.

7.

COMMENTS FROM FDOT
None.

8.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

9.

NOTES
None.

10. NEXT MEETING

Ms. Beltran advised that the annual public hearing is scheduled for August 31 , 2015 at 1:30
in the Administrative Building, 1st Floor Commission Chambers followed by the LCB-TD
Board meeting in the 4th Floor Workshop at 2:30 PM. Ms. Clarke said that she would like
some assistance in getting some press out about this public meeting in order to get public
input. Ms. Beltran assured her that the public meeting is always advertised with a special
notice of the public hearing.

11. ADJOURN
Mr. Harry Hernandez made a motion to adjourn the meeting. There were no
objections. The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. RONR (10th ed.), p.233.c.(9)
Recorded and Prepared by:
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