MARTIN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Martin County Administration Building
Growth Management Conference Room
240 I SE Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996
(772) 22 1- 1498
www.martinmpo.com
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 - 9:00 a.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Amy Eason, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. in the absence of
the Chair.

2. ROLLCALL
Members in Attendance:
Sheila Kurtz, CAC Chair (Arrived at 9:08 A.M.)
Amy Eason, Vice Chair
Stephen Driver
A I Zilg
Saadia Tsaftarides
Daniel Parz
John Patteson
Trent Steele (Left at 9:59 A.M.)
Gary Coton
Members Excused :
Michael Ho uston
Members Absent
Staff in Attendance:
Beth Beltran, MPO Administrator
Bonnie Landry, Senior Planner
Margaret Brassard, Administrative Assistant II
Mun-iah Dekle, Planner II
Others in Attendance:
Betsy Jeffers, FOOT
Roberto Jimenez, FOOT
Brad Sa lisbury, FOOT
Patrick Murray, Martin County School District
Demian Miller, T indale Oliver
A quorum was present for this meeting.

3. APPROVE AGENDA
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Mr. Stephen Driver made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides. There were no objections. The motion passed
unanimously.
4. APPROVE MINUTES
Mr. Dan Parz made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of September
3, 2014. Mr. Gary Coton made a second to the motion. There were no corrections.
The motion passed unanimously.
Ms. Saadia Tsaftarides made a motion to approve the Joint Meeting of the
Bicycle/Pedestrian, Citizen's, and Technical Advisory Committee Members
(BPAC/CAC/TAC) minutes dated November 12, 2014. Mr. Stephen Driver
seconded the motion. There were no additions. The motion passed unanimously.
5. AGENDA ITEMS
A. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Ms. Beth Beltran advised that Officer Elections is an annual event at the first
meeting for the calendar year. She advised that the current officers were retained at
the recent TAC meeting as there are no term limitations, advising that unless
someone has a desire to hold either of these positions, that option is available. The
floor was opened for nominations.
Mr. Dan Parz made a motion to retain the current Chair (Ms. Sheila Kmtz) and Vice
Chair (Ms. Amy Eason). The motion was seconded by Mr. Stephen Driver. The
vote was called and the motion passed unanimous ly.

B. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN (PIP) ANNUAL REPORT
Ms. Bonnie Landry advised that the MPO has to review and report annually on their
public involvement accomplishments throughout the year as a requirement by the Florida
Department of Transpo1tation (FOOT) a nd the Federal Highway Administration
(FHW A). Ms. Landry advised that the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) shows how the
public is involved in the planning process utilizing the five objectives that MPOs are
required to meet annually. She advised that regular public meetings are held by the
adv isory committees and the MPO Policy Board noting that in all there were 33 meetings
this past year. Ms. Landry stated that overall attendance was very good, however, there
were a few cha llenges with the Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) in that
they held a few "special meetings" which unlike the regular meetings, are not noticed a
year in advance, allowing for calendar conflicts. Ms. Landry advised that in atte mpt to
improve quorum the meetings w ill all be scheduled a year in advance a nd they wi ll
attempt to ensure that al l committee positions are occupied. She stated that Staff will
work with the local governments to promote vacancies in an attempt to obtain names of
potential vo lunteers. Ms. Landry advi sed that the second objective is to provide equ itable
access to infonnation regarding transportation decisions. She advised that outreach
meetings are held throughout the County and showed a picture of a Waterways Plan
meeting held in Jensen Beach seeking public input. Ms. Landry advised that the MPO
collaborated with South Florida Commuter Services (SFCS) sponsoring a booth at the
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Martin County Fair to provide information to the public regarding alternative modes of
transportation, i.e. biking, walking, or public transit, in an attempt to reduce roadway
traffic. They also promoted a safety message [Three feet it' s the Law.]. Ms. Landry
advised that goal three is to engage the public early and often. She said that all meetings
are held in accessible locations for those with mobility issues, adding that the Title VI
language, which documents non-discrimination for all classes of people, has been
updated. Ms. Landry added that the MPO collaborates with Martin County Television
(MCTV) who assists in getting meeting information to the public. Ms. Landry stated that
the MPO's website is comprehensive and can be translated into over 75 languages via
Google Translation. She advised that agendas are distributed seven days prior to each
meeting to provide review time for members as well as the public. Ms. Landry advised
that a transit fair was held in Martin in which the MPO patticipated and it is anticipated
that another will be held in the near future. She provided photos of events in which the
MPO has patticipated as outreach to the public noting that the MPO Policy Board
meetings are aired live on MCTV as well as on-line streaming " on demand" on the
County's website. She added that the Interactive Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) tool has been in place for approximately three years and is searchable for those
seeking information regarding anything in the five year Work Program . Ms. Landry
advised that the MPO has updated the PIP to include the Program of Projects (POP) for
Mattin County Public Transit (MCPT). This will assist in the collection of public input
on public transit projects. Mr. Al Zilg inquired if the MPO could have a description of
the bus routes on Channel 20 [MCTV]. Ms. Landry advised that the bus routes are
located on the Martin County website. Ms. Landry advised that the MPO has continued
the relationship with LanguageLine which is the company that provides different forms
of translation from verbal to written. She noted that live, professional interpreters have
been present at meetings which the MPO has held in the anticipation of participants with
Limited English Proficiency (LEP). Ms. Beltran reminded the committee that the third
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) open house will be held next week in
Indiantown and an interpreter wi ll be present. Ms. Landry encouraged the committee to
provide input on the website at www.Martin2040.com and requested an approval of the
PIP.

Mr. Dan Parz made a motion to approve the PIP. Mr. Stephen Driver provided a
second. The question was called and the motion passed unanimously.
(Ms. Sheila Kurtz had atTived at 9:08 AM and took her position as chair.)

C. US 1 MULTIMODAL CORRIDOR STUDY
Ms. Beltran introduced this item as being a project in the adopted 2035 LRTP; this
project was undertaken by FOOT and their consultants, Tindale Oliver, to analyze ways
to make mobility and safety improvements along U.S. I without roadway expansion. Mr.
Demian Miller ofTindale Oliver advised that he will make a brief presentation regarding
phase one of the project to review how they arrived at thi s point and the
recommendations for the corridor. He noted that the original assignment encompassed
both Mattin and St. Lucie Counties but for this presentation he will cover Martin County.
Mr. Miller said that specific data was reviewed to identify focus areas. He said that the
2035 Plan was focused on the redevelopment of U.S. I, providing a new image or vision
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which could improve the multi-model possibilities inclusive of safety and other
transportation modes. Simu ltaneously, it was imperative to keep in mind that U.S. 1 is a
major thoroughfare for these communities as the Interstate and Turnpike are quite a drive
west. Mr. Miller advised that they reviewed what is currently in existence, from the
infrastructure, transit, land use/development and stakeholder engagement in an effort to
develop short or mid-term recommendations. Traffic conditions, bike lanes, and existing
faci lities inclus ive of crash data was reviewed to ensure safety issues for all modes were
considered. Mr. Miller advised that they reviewed crashes, particularly those with
serious injuries noting that bicycle/pedestrian are predominant in fata lity accidents, which
better directs their focus. Mr. Mi lier stated that major projects, especially the two bridge
projects wi ll help to improve some of the intersections. Land use, current and future, was
studied showing commercial predominance in the front with low density residential
behind it. Mr. Miller stated that the conidor has Community Redevelopment Areas
(CRAs) in which the City or County has redevelopment visions. Mr. Miller added that
with a higher residential density there is greater potential for pedestrians, cyclist and
transit ridership. Uti lizing this infotmation, specific areas were identified in both
Counties; however, in Martin the focus was Cove Road to Stuart, then the Jensen Beach
Boulevard Area. Mr. Miller stated that this road was designed as an automobile oriented,
high speed facility so in terms of retrofitting to become more multi-model there are a lot
of opportunities and challenges. He advised that many stakeholders were contacted and
queried as to their opinions as well as desires for the roadway today or in the future ;
safety was a major concern. He suggested some low cost improvements such as
enhancing the crosswalks to make them more obvious, better signage with countdown
pedestrian sig nals, improving lighting to the new Florida statewide standards especially
in the crosswalk or intersection areas. Mr. Miller also noted more expensive changes to
intersections such as the geometrics of some turning lanes which may slow the driver
al lowing more time to see a pedestrian or cyclist. He stated that each intersection along
the corridor was evaluated for improvement to veh icle/pedestrian/cyclist activities
including parallel streets seeking connections to U.S. 1. Mr. Miller went on with his
presentation and spoke about specific safety improvements at intersection s like those
recommended for Cove Road, including the shortening of crosswalks and designed
channelization islands. Ms. Amy Eason mentioned a sl ide showing stakeholders
contacted wh ich featured U.S. I at Palm C ity Road. She said moving more traffic down
that road was indicated. She advised that the City of Stuart is trying to do something
about that particular area. Mr. Miller affirmed noting that those improvements were not
in the presentation and Tindale O liver is not trying to move more traffic on Palm City
Road. Mr. Mi ller clarified that particular design is relatively high speed, basica lly
providing a way to cut the corner, which they are in hopes to slow that'movement down
and not make it as enticing as a high speed cut through. He acknowledged that the
existing design is not suitable for pedestrians on the sidewalk as it encourages that fast
movement, and they hope to get it resolved. Ms. Eason said that the report addresses the
utilization of the Palm City route as a "cut through" route she questioned if it was a
priority to make it a "cut through" route to reduce the traffic on U.S. I. Mr. Miller said
that they took it for granted that people hate that "cut through" route except those that
drive through there.
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Mr. Al Zil g inquired if the study reviewed places for bus stops. Mr. Miller said that they
looked for bus stops and fo und them difficult to locate. He added that at a recent meeting
it was determined that they will obtain a list of all the shelter proj ects being implemented
so they can return to the roadway, cross refere nce it w ith their recommendations, and
should amendments to the recommendations be necessary they could be done. Mr. Zilg
noted the danger of bus stops on high speed roads. Mr. Miller commented that
frequently, bus stops "get in where they can" which sometimes encourages riders to cross
in unsafe areas, though this will be inco rporated in the final report. Mr. Zilg asked if the
study included anything south of Bridge Road. Mr. Miller advised that they stopped at
Cove Road. Mr. John Patteson suggested that "signage" was one of the items mentioned
on the Stakeholder slide, and inquired if the lettering is larger does it gain more attention
from motorists. Mr. Miller affirmed . Mr. Patteson noted that sidewalks seem to be a big
deal more so than traffic safety, and he noticed the absence of the right tum lanes though
there are deceleration lanes. He was of the opinion that right turn lanes are sporadic. Mr.
Patteson mentioned the right turn lane on U.S. I at Pomeroy going east toward Walmart
has a deceleration lane. Heading west where there should be a turning lane there is a
traffic light pedestal, yet the dealerships on the corner each have deceleration lanes into
their parking lots. Mr. Patteson stated that though Pomeroy is the last road heading
south on U.S. I that has access to Kanner Highway before Salerno Road, and it is
probably one o f the most heav ily used roads, why a right turning lane was not installed
the re is baffling. Mr. Patteson inquired as to what criteria is used to determine where
right turn lanes are to be installed. Mr. Miller advised that generally, with new
deve lopment a traffic study is performed to determine the number of trips that will turn in
that direction. The County or FOOT will make that decision to include a left or ri ght turn
lane to be able to safely reach a designatio n. If it's at an intersection and the intersection
was built without a turning lane, FOOT or the County w ill go back a nd review the safety
qualifications to determine if it is cost feasible to improve it. Mr. Miller noted hav ing
turning lanes to the parking lots and not the intersection, stating that possibly it's a ROW
issue on the commercial property or that the cost to construct or maintain drainage could
be the problem. Ms. Dekle advi sed that it' s [Pomeroy Street) not a part of the se lected
area, but was part of the Traffic Concurrency Compliance Standards, when that area was
developed. It was reviewed by the County Traffic Engineers, so there is probably a
reason for it having been done that way. Mr. Driver stated that with the completion of
the bridge from Indian Street to Cove Road, traffic in that area has dramatically
increased. He witnessed a pedestrian hav ing difficultly crossing the road as the turning
motorists refused to yield, taking him two light cycles to cross. Mr. Driver suggested time
expansion for the pedestrians. Mr. Mille r admitted that turning drivers are supposed to
yield, though they may not. He mentioned that there is a setting that may be used to
provide the pedestrian w ith a five second " head start" before the right turn is permitted.
Mr. Miller will look into this as they may substitute a " fl ashing ye llow arrow" instead of
the "green ball" light directing the motorist to proceed with caution . Mr. Driver
suggested looking at this and other areas througho ut the Co unty to cease the right turn on
red as pedestrian have a difficult time cross ing. Ms. Landry advised that the " Lead
Pedestrian Signal" was suggested in the Congestion Management Process (CMP)
whereas the pedestrians get a lead before the motorists light turns green so the motorist
can see the pedestri an in the midst of the lane. She stated that based on the
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demographics, a high population of older citizens could warrant an extended pedestrian
signal, as some intersections are so wide that even one who ambulates well could have
difficulty crossing in the allotted time. Mr. Driver stated that Cove Road to lndian Street
along Kanner Highway is predomi nantly senior citizens and the Leading Pedestrian
Signal could benefit the area. Ms. Dekle advised that those areas have been identified in
the repo1t so annotation of that can be made. Mr. Trent Stee le inquired in retrospect why
the study didn' t go further south than Cove Road. Ms. Beltran advised that it was the
decision of the Board as transit service terminates at Cove Road. Mr. Stee le commented
on the traffic synchronization. He advised that he travels from Hobe Sound to the
[Stua11] Cou1thouse frequently utilizing this intersection. He stated that he is rewarded
by making the light if he exceeds the speed limit. Mr. Miller said that the bigger
chalJenge is seen in more suburban areas in that it could have more to do with the spacing
between lights. More space allows for additional side streets making it difficult to
maintain the correct speed or get into the main stream. Mr. Miller also said that
sometimes the Engineers though they won't adm it it, will set the speed a little high to
optimize the traffic. Mr. Parz inquired if they had performed any pedestrian counts in the
area. Mr. Miller said that there were no forma l pedestrian counts performed but a lot of
time was spent doing observations. Discussion ensued with Mr. Miller stating that a
corridor wide treatment is studied but due to the geometric skews of certain intersections
some have individualized recommendations utilizing best practices from the FHWA and
FOOT.

D. KANNER HIGHWAY/CR 711 (PRATT WHITNEY RD) INTERSECTION
Ms. Beltran stated that this is an information item regarding an FOOT intersection project
on Kanner Highway and Pratt Whitney Road which is at a point where public input is
needed. Mr. Brad Salisbury introduced himself as being with FDOT and he w ill present
this item w ith the project manager, Ms. Betsy Jeffers. He advised that he is going to
present the roundabout analysis of this intersection which is pa11 of the larger project on
Kanner Hi ghway from south of Pratt Wh itney to north of SW Locks. He advised that it is
approximately 1.6 mi les of widening from two to four lanes. He advised that the existing
road is two lanes with a 50 MPH speed limit, undivided; the proposed typical section will
be fo ur lanes divided with seven foot buffered bike lanes, a six foot sidewalk on the west
side, a 12 foot shared use path on the east side with the same posted speed. Mr. Sa lisbury
stated that the FDOT criteria has been updated in recent years to mandate roundabout
eva luations for all new construction projects adding that a screening check list has been
developed to determine if a roundabout would work in a given location. Mr. Sal isbury
sa id criteria for a two lane roundabout is up to 50,000 vehicles entering daily with
anticipatio n of 40,000 vehicles entering with a design year of approx imately 2029. He
stated that the ROW is avai lab le and the traffic operational analysis was performed to
provide the delay comparison between a signalized intersection and a roundabout. Mr.
Salisbury stated that they are here today to fu lfill the local jurisdictional po licies. Mr.
Salisbury continued and presented a slide of the signalized section showing the 2039 AM
and PM peak travel hours with the highest traffic volume level of servi ce (LOS) being a
" D" or " C" respectfully for the AM and PM peaks. He noted improved rou ndabout LOS
being " B" and " B" respectfully with less delay for the motorists. He advised that the cost
consideration for the signal verses the roundabout being; reduced signalization in
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roundabouts, onl y two la nes south on Pratt Whitney with increased lighting costs;
whereas the intersection has four developed lanes with a signal in the intersection. Mr.
Salisbury noted that the roundabout has met the initial screening, the FHWA has
reviewed and critiqued the design, Traffic Operations have provided their input leaving
the next steps to be meeting w ith the local agencies, now being done, to obtain feedback.
Mr. Patteson mentioned that he resides near Citrus and asked what the peak time frame
was when they were checking traffi c. Mr. Salisbury advised that they observed peak
times at approximately 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM . Mr. Patteson inquired if they noticed the
traffic back up at SR 76A and SW 961h Street near the Crystal Lake Elementary School.
He advised that they have police direct traffic in the morning as there is a great number of
farm equipment and citrus trucks coming thro ugh heading to l-95; there are parents
backing up the right turn lane to Kanner to drop off their children at the Elementary
School while the left turn lane backs up with those going to South Fork High School.
Mr. Patteson stated that the process reverses betw een 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM as the
schools are being released with school buses everywhere. He said that traffic is a breeze
by 5:00 PM. He is of the opinion that this would not be a good location for a roundabout
especially w ith only one lane heading west. Ms. Betsy Jeffers advised that the study was
based on a n entire day [24 hours] by traffic eng ineers so peak times were viewed by them
as well. Mr. Patteson is aware that rounda bouts are used all over, but this may not be an
optimal location. M s. Jeffers advised that F OOT is not pushing this project, it is j ust a
requirement that it be studied to see if it's a possibility and the decision of the community
will determine if FOOT will go fut1her on the project o r not. Ms. Jeffers noted that when
there is a signal, one will be stopped for periods of time, with a roundabout one will
continue to move. Mr. Patteson inquired if this was going to be presented to the parents,
students and employees of the two neig hborhood schools. That will be discussed w ith
staff after the MPO meeting. Mr. Driver stated that where he is from roundabouts are
fa irly common, but locally people may need instruction as to how to use o ne. He stressed
the importance of motori sts being able to see the vehicles in the roundabout a couple of
cars back or ahead. Ms. Eason agreed adding that o ne lane is easy but it gets confusing
when there are two lanes. Ms. Tsaftarides said that the ro undabout in Salerno is a
ni ghtmare. Mr. Patteson mentio ned the di fficulties of the ro unda bout in "Confusion
Corner" even at 15-20 MPH . Mr. Parz asked what the speed through the roundabout will
be o n Ka nner H ighway. Mr. Sali sbury sa id that the max imum speed will be 25-3 0 MPH,
but the current posted speed is 50 MPH . Mr. Patteson advised that the loaded citrus
trucks will have to slow down greatly prior to getting into that a rea. Ms . Jeffers advised
that there will be speed signs and a marque well in adva nce of the roundabout to notify
the motorists o f the impending speed reduction. Ms. Beltran advised that these and all
the other committee comments w ill be bro ught to the atte ntion of the Board at the
upcoming meeting fo r their directio n.

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ms. Beltran introduced Mr. Patric k Murray, from Martin County Leadership, who was
present to observe the meeting.

7. COMMENTS FROM T HE PUBLIC
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Mr. Murray advised that he works at the Martin County School District. He understands
the issue brought up regarding the roundabout near Crystal Lake Elementary School
noting a sizable ditch on the right side so it will take some work to have that additional
pull-off lane. He said that the school is looking into their parking situation but it does
seem that they need a second lane for the over flow traffic. He mentioned that he's been
in other countries and has been amazed at the flow of traffic even in a six lane circle.
Mr. Mu1Tay commented on the vast number of cyclists and pedestrians in other countries
who bike to use public transit noting that motorists have to see them as there are so
many. Mr. Murray was excited to see the number of pedestrian overseas as well as the
health benefits it afforded and hoped we [Martin] could follow that lead. Mr. Z ilg
inquired if there is fo liage in the medians overseas adding that fo liage can impede
vision . It was noted to be sporadic as sometimes there were trains in the medians. Mr.
Zi lg advised that California has eliminated foliage in medians due to the sight
obstruction. Ms. Kurtz mentioned the coloring of the lines/crosswalks. Ms. Beltran
added that it is becoming more prevalent in Florida to have the colored confl ict areas for
veh icles/bicycles and pedestrians. It draws more attention for all transpo1tation modes.
Mr. Murray responded to Ms. Ku1tz that he is in the Leadership class #25.

8. COMMENTS FROM FOOT
None.
9. NEXT MEETING
• Joint CAC/BPAC/TAC Meeting Blake Library, Apri l 8, 2015 @ I :30pm

10. ADJOURN
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Dan Parz. Mr. Stephen Driver provided a
second. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 10:22
AM.
Recorded and Prepared by:

t H. Brassard, Administrative Specialist IJ
Approved by:

~~~
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