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Regional Waterways Plan
Although the name “Treasure Coast” 

represents the gold and silver 
doubloons remaining on our oceans 
floors from the sunken Spanish galleons, 
this name is also synonymous with the 
abundance of beautiful beaches (with 
a generous portfolio of public access) 
and protection of our its environmental 
treasures.   The Martin Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) will leverage 
these assets with the creation of the Martin 
– St. Lucie Regional Waterways Plan.  The 
Plan, in collaboration with Florida Inland 
Navigation District (FIND), the St. Lucie 
Transportation Planning Organization 
(TPO) and the Treasure Coast Regional 
Planning Council (TCRPC) will examine 
the regional and local aspects of the 
waterways, including its transportation 
and economic potential. This vision will 
ultimately aid the Martin MPO and St. Lucie 
TPO in making informed decisions about 
matters that affect the local waterways. 

The two counties contain an extensive 
inventory of waterways that provide 

access to the St. Lucie River and the 
Intercoastal Waterway along with significant 
canals such as the St. Lucie Canal (or C-44), 
which provides a connection westward 
to Lake Okeechobee.  The Intracoastal 
provides connections to the Atlantic Ocean 

via the St. Lucie Inlet in Martin County.  
Additionally, the counties include a series 
of smaller creeks and tributaries, which 
provide additional waterway connections 
for residents, business owners, visitors, and 
marine life.  The two counties have come to 
rely on the protection, function, regulation, 
maintenance, and access to the waterways. 
The plan will build upon these values.

The Waterways Plan will be developed 
under the guidance of a diverse project 

steering committee. The project kicked 
off with a series of public educational 
sessions on the following topics:

1. Marine Transportation
2. Land Use and Upland Transportation
3. Regulation and Management of Wa-

terways
4. Natural Resources
5. Recreation, Cultural and Education 

activities
6. Economic Development

The informative workshops included 
presentations from agencies such as 

the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP), South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD), U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Florida Department 
of Transportation (FDOT), Marine 

Industries Association, Port of Fort Pierce, 
Audubon, tourist development councils, 
cultural and educational institutions such 
as Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute 
at Florida Atlantic University, Savannas 
Preserve State Park, Florida Oceanographic 
Society, Elliot Museum, and community 
redevelopment agencies.  In addition, input 
will be sought from other resources such 
as the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity, Enterprise Florida, Visit 
Florida, and other appropriate entities. 
The Educational Sessions began in 
December and will continue through April. 

The challenges and opportunities 
identified in these sessions will 

create a framework for the next phase 
of the project, Policy and Design 
Charrettes.  Beginning in May, these 
public meetings will garner public input 
about ways to best utilize our waterways.

The first draft will be ready in June 
2014 and will include a list of 

recommendations and potential projects. 
The final draft is expected in September 2014.

Look for information on how you can 
participate in this planning effort by 

visiting our website www.martinmpo.com

Martin Metropolitan Planning Organization
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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 1: BASELINE CONDITIONS & 
EXISTING TRANSIT SERVICE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2014-2023)

MPO
M A R T I N  C O U N T Y,  F L O R I D A

From the Chairman Commissioner Bausch
Ma r t i n 

M P O 
is preparing 
plans that 
will provide 
a framework 
for the future 
of Martin 
C o u n t y . 

The Martin/St. Lucie Regional 
Waterways Plan is underway.  
This plan will explore our 
local waterways as it relates 
to transportation and a 
strong economic base.  Public 
Educational Forums and 
public workshops will help 
develop a future vision for 
those waterways. In addition 
to this regional plan, the MPO 
is also updating its Congestion 
Management Process (CMP) by 
conducting a detailed analysis of 
East Ocean Boulevard in Stuart 
from SE Monterey Road to SE 
St. Lucie Boulevard.  This update 
will identify potential CMP 

projects that will ultimately 
reduce vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) and pollution caused 
by cars. Currently automobiles 
account for about 30 percent 
of U.S. energy-related CO2 
emissions.  The study area has 
a perfect mix of uses including 
dense residential, government, 
financial institutions, houses of 
worship, schools, restaurants, 
physicians’ offices, just to name 
a few.  Because of this, it is an 
excellent candidate to study 
ways to make it safer and more 
appealing to walk, bike or 
utilize public transit. The goal 
is for visitors and residents to 
be able to safely walk to grab a 
bite to eat or get a cup of coffee 
without getting into their cars.

Staff is laying the 
groundwork in order 

to prepare the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP). In 
anticipation of this, beginning

in April, the Martin MPO 
will work with leading 
transportation experts and 
conduct a Household Travel 
Survey. The purpose is to learn 
how people get around and their 
thoughts toward transportation 
choices. The Survey will 
ask how, when, and where 
participants travel each day. The 
data collected will be used to 
supplement the transportation  
model being used for the LRTP.  
Community leaders will be 
listening! Randomly selected 
households will be contacted 
throughout the month of April 
and asked to participate.  With 
your help, we can provide 
efficient transportation solutions 
AND enhance the quality of life!  

Looking to the future, I see 
Martin County as a unique 

place where people can safely get 
to destinations by multiple mode 
options, not just by driving a car.

MPO Board Members

Tom Bausch, Chair
Town of Sewall’s Point

Sarah Heard, Vice Chair
Martin County

Eula Clarke
City of Stuart

Troy McDonald
City of Stuart

John Haddox
Martin County

Anne Scott
Martin County

Doug Smith
Martin County

George graduated from Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale with a Bachelor 

of Arts (BA) in Aviation Management and 
an Associates of Applied Arts and Sciences 
(AAS) in Aviation Flight.  He later graduated 
from Devry University with a Master’s of 
Public Administration (MPA). 

George is a commercially rated pilot having accumulated over 
1,000 hours of flying time in various aircraft ranging from 

Cessna 172’s to DC-9s.  George began his airport management 
career as an intern at Lakeland Linder Regional Airport.  He then 
served as Airport Operations Officer with Roanoke Regional 
Airport. George moved back to Florida to be the Airfield 
Manager at Kissimmee Gateway Airport.  George currently 
serves as Airport Manager for Martin County Airport/Witham 
Field in Stuart. George is an Accredited Airport Executive by the 
American Association of Airport Executives. George served as 
Facilities Chair and organizes the “Specialty Conference” for the 
Florida Airports Council.  George’s hobbies include golf, cycling, 
and philanthropic work in the community.

Spotlight on Advisory Committee 
Member George Stokus, A.A.E.Martin MPO is reaching the mid-point of the Transit 

Development Plan (TDP).  Staff was very busy during the 
month of December. We held public workshops in the communities 
of Hobe Sound, Stuart and Indiantown. We also presented to the 
Local Coordinating Board for theTransportation Disadvantaged, 
City of Stuart Commission and the MPO Policy Board.  Not only 
did we proactively gather public input during these workshops, 
but we also surveyed both users and non-users at the local public 
libraries; aboard the public transit and via our website.  Transit 
users were asked to provide feedback on how to improve our 
service to the community.  Non-users were asked what we could 
change about the transit system that would encourage them to 

ride. This information is being 
compiled and will ultimately 
provide a framework that 
will result in the new vision 
for the Martin County Public 
Transit System. In addition 
to public input, stakeholders 
and elected officials were 
interviewed to establish goals 
for the future.   Please voice 
your opinion on the future 
of Martin County Transit 
by visiting the Martin MPO 
website www.martinmpo.com

n The Move
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You may already know what the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
does - meet the transportation needs of Martin County. But do you 

know who we are? The MPO has a team of 5 staff (pictured from left) Bonnie 
Landry, Luke Lambert, Beth Beltran, Murriah Dekle, Margaret (Peggy) 
Brassard, who work together to ensure elected officials and the public are 
included in the  transportation planning process in Martin County.  To get 
to know us better, we will provide a description of the five MPO employees.  
Try to match the description with the name and photo to the left.  The first 

person to contact us and match all five bios with the right employees will win a prize.

 1) I grew up in Kentucky.  I love the outdoors, especially biking, hiking and camping. I believe in the promotion of “reduce, reuse and 
recycle” while encouraging others to protect the environment.
2) I am a native of the Treasure Coast, and I am passionate about designing projects that promote safety, health and are aesthetically 
pleasing. I am a master multi-tasker, so I always make time to have fun with my friends and family.
3) I grew up in Northeast Alabama but now consider myself a Florida native after being here 27 years.  I enjoy making sure the public’s 
desires are included in the final list of transportation project priorities. I enjoy exercising especially running and biking. 
4) I am a also Treasure Coast native, and I like planning the transportation network for my lifelong community.  I am dependable for 
creative approaches to problem solving at both work and home. In my spare time I enjoy the Florida weather - biking, surfing and 
playing Ultimate Frisbee.
5) I am from Virginia. The best part of my job is the dynamic MPO team. In my spare time, I enjoy outdoor activities, reading, traveling 
and spending time with my family and friends.

The Seabranch Trail, a multi modal path located in southern 
Martin County, was dedicated on January 23rd as part 

of the East Coast Greenway. This 3.5 mile trail is completely 
off the road offering walkers, cyclist and non-motorists a 
safe route through the scenic Seabranch Preserve Park along 
Dixie Highway. This project demonstrates a success story of 
collaboration between Federal, State and Local Governments, 
neighboring communities and the East Coast Greenway Alliance. 

Martin MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
(BPAC) Chair, Joan Moore attended the event noting “it 

creates a more bikeable and walkable community.” The East Coast 
Greenway features more than 3,000 miles of trails that extend 
from Maine to Southern Florida. This portion is Phase Two of the 
project. Phase One was completed in 2010, consisting of .83 miles. 
The Seabranch Trail funding was provided by: the Federal Stimulus 
Program under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
the Martin County Board of County Commissioners and the State 
of Florida Department of Transportation Local Agency Program.

Meet the Martin MPO

MPO at County Fair
Martin MPO partnered with Martin County Fire Rescue and 

South Florida Commuter Services (SFCS) to provide safety 
information to the public at the 2014 Martin County Fair.  The 
primary message was  for cars to keep a safe distance of “Three 
Feet, it’s the Law” from cyclists. This safety focus is a result of a 
priority established by the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT). Secretary of the FDOT Ananth Prasad, P.E. showed his 
committment to reducing the number of pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes  by initiating a safety campaign.  Florida has been ranked 
in the top five states with pedestrian and bicyclist deaths over the 
past decade. There were three incidents on the Treasure Coast just 
in the month of February.  The aim of the program is to develop a 
systematic approach toward identifing locations prone to pedes-
trian and bicycle crashes.  Once identified, FDOT will implement 
multidisciplinary countermeasures toward reducing the risk. Staff 
also sought input from surveys for the Transit Development Plan 
(TDP) to learn ways to make the buses and bus routes more at-
tractive in order to increase ridership.

Teresa Lane of SFCS discusses the benefits of commuting.
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Martin County MPO: http://www.martinmpo.com
County Information: http://www.martin.fl.us
Martin County Schools: http://www.sbmc.org

Beach Conditions: http://www.martin.fl.us/beachcam.html

Local Bicycle Shops:

Pro Cycles
1098 NW Federal Highway

Stuart, FL 34994
www.procycles.net

772-692-8476

Bike Shop Inc. 
403 SE Monterey Road

Stuart, FL 34994
www.stuartbikeshop.com

772-283-6186

BikeStreet USA 
2044 SE Federal Hwy

Stuart, FL 34994
www.bikestreetusa.com

772-283-6186

BikeStreet USA 
8803 SE Bridge Road

Hobe Sound, FL 33455
www.bikestreet.com

772-546-7751

 

Learn more about what’s 
happening in Martin County.

Martin County MPO: http://www.martinmpo.com
County Information: http://www.martin.fl.us
Martin County Schools: http://www.sbmc.org

Beach Conditions: http://www.martin.fl.us/beachcam.html

Local Bicycle Shops:

Pro Cycles
1098 NW Federal Highway

Stuart, FL 34994
www.procycles.net

772-692-8476

Bike Shop Inc. 
403 SE Monterey Road

Stuart, FL 34994
www.stuartbikeshop.com

772-283-6186

BikeStreet USA 
2044 SE Federal Hwy

Stuart, FL 34994
www.bikestreetusa.com

772-283-6186

BikeStreet USA 
8803 SE Bridge Road

Hobe Sound, FL 33455
www.bikestreet.com

772-546-7751

 

Martin County 
Bicycle Map

2013

M A R T I N
For questions and comments, please contact:

Martin County MPO at (772) 288-5927
For questions and comments, please contact:

Martin County MPO at (772) 288-5927

Joint CAC/TAC/BPAC: April 7 at 1:30 p.m. 
MPO Policy Board: April 28 at 9 a.m.
CAC April 30 at 9:00 a.m.
TAC April 30th at 1:30 p.m.
BPAC May 5th at 5:00 p.m.

Visit our website to see the newly published bicycle maps. Maps define bike surfaces such as sidewalks, bike lanes and 
multi-modal paths. The maps also mark locations of restrooms, bike shops,  bus stops and other destinations.

Upcoming Public Meetings

2401 S.E. Monterey Road
2nd Floor
Stuart, FL  34996
Mail Code: 2203
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