


















informative to have that information in the future. Projects which receive
no funding should receive special consideration when evaluating for
Enhancement Funds. Ms. Brotherton stated that she will do a list of the
Federal and State project funds so the committees will have that to consider
when making their decision.

B. SR 710 PROJECT UPDATE
MEMO: temp 11 TACa08.02

Ms. Beltran stated that at the last meeting this committee approved a TIP
Amendment to program $2.5 million to the SR 710 Project. After the
advisory committees met, it was found that the funds that the State was
requesting to program were actually the MPO discretionary funds, and the
MPO Board did not want the funds to go to a State Road Strategic Intermodal
System (SIS) project. (See email in the agenda from Arlene Tanis) FDOT's
email from Arlene Tanis states that the State funds will be programmed for
the state road project and not the MPO SU discretionary funds.

Ms. Beltran stated that an additional item which came up related to the multi­
use path scheduled to run along the SR 710. The Board was concerned at the
cost of the multi-use path due to the cost of the right-of-way acquisition for
the multi-use path because in some areas the path is approximately 200 feet
from the roadway. The Board was also concerned of issues brought up by
the Indiantown representative, Mr. Brian Powers. Mr. Powers mentioned that
there are some landowners in Indiantown who object to the multi-use path as
the land that would be acquired is the land on which they use for grazing of
their livestock. Due to the items Mr. Powers brought up, and the cost benefit
or lack thereof, the Board voted 4-2 not to include the multi-use path along
SR 710. The letter from the MPO Chair, Michael Mortell, is in the agenda
package. After the agenda went out, a response from FDOT was received. A
copy of the response was available at the entry of this meeting. The project
manager from FDOT did mention the figure of $30 million as the total cost
for the right-of-way for the project; the cost for the multi-use path is $2.3
million. (See handout.) This letter also mentions that the multi-use path has
another purpose, as it will be used as a maintenance berm to access the
drainage ditch. The 65 miles per hour (mph) along that portion ofSR 710 is
not conducive to having paved shoulders for bike lanes. This letter also
states that both Okeechobee and Palm Beach Counties have supported this
multi-use path. This will be addressed at the MPO Board meeting. If anyone
present wishes to have any additional information brought before the Board,
please advise.

Ms. Beltran is going to begin providing the Board with a memo stating
comments and discussions which have been made at advisory meetings so
they have an opportunity to be aware of what to expect at the meeting.
Currently, if a recommendation comes from an advisory meeting, the Board
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learns of it at the meeting, and they do not have any time to ask questions
about it prior to the meeting.

Mr. Capra stated that the State is going to need that right-of-way anyway for
the berm, with or without the multi-use path. When there is limited right-of­
way the County does not include multi-use paths, but since this right-of-way
will be necessary anyway, it should be used for the multi-use path. It should
be noted that this state has the worst record for bicycle accidents, so from a
technical point of view, it seems like this path should be kept in. Ms. Rauth
agreed and stated that if the path is not included now, that in ten years from
now, the County will be looking for Enhancement Funds to put it in. Also, as
the path is going to be in Palm Beach and Okeechobee Counties, there will
be a missing link and that would be Martin.

It was discussed that the TAC committee wanted to send a recommendation
to the MPO Board to include the multi-use path. Comments were made in
support of the multi-use path. The letter from the DOT with the bullet points
was concise and hopefully that will sway the MPO Board to allow the multi­
use path. The issue about the cost seemed to be a huge factor and since that
was positively satisfied the support for the multi-use path should prevail.
Since the right-of-way was going to have to be purchased anyway, it would
be a loss not to include the multi-use path.

Mr. Dan Hudson made a motion to support the DOT letter in favor of the
keeping the multi-use path in the project on SR 710. This motion was
seconded by Mr. George Stokes. There being no opposition to the motion,
the motion passed unanimously.

c. AUDIBLE CROSSWALK SIGNALS
MEMO: temp11 TACa08.03

Ms. Beltran stated that this is the follow up to discussions in which both the
CAC and BPAC have previously engaged. These results were deemed to be
beneficial to the MPO Board, and were submitted in the agenda package.
The CAC recommended that an audible crosswalk be installed at the
intersection of Savannah Road and 24th Street in Jensen Beach. A member of
the committee is blind and she is aware of vision impaired students at a
nearby school who walk to school. It was noted that this crosswalk could be
extremely beneficial to this particular community. The MPO Board
considered and approved this recommendation. The MPO Board did write a
letter to the County to request that the audible crosswalk be installed.

The BPAC recommended audible crosswalks at the intersection of Kanner
Highway and U. S. Highway One and at Monterey Road and Kanner
Highway. A blind member of BPAC, was crossing the intersection of
Monterey Road and Kanner Highway, when she and her dog were struck by a
vehicle. It was noted that this intersection is laid out in angles, not a typical
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cross-intersection of two roads. The MPO Board included these
recommendations in their letter to FDOT. BPAC is working on a Master
Plan in an attempt to connect sidewalks and bicycle lanes throughout the
County. Audible crosswalks are also being addressed in this Master Plan as
it has been determined that the need exists in other areas as well. The MPO
Board was advised of the schools with vision impaired students. Ms. Beltran
will update this committee of the progress as made. It was suggested that the
schools should be contacted to determine where the audible crosswalks will
be needed as students change schools, but the crosswalks can't be changed
that easily. Not every intersection needs an audible crosswalk as it may not
have the volume of traffic, or unusual angles, and crossing is not as
dangerous. Ms. Lisa Wichser, the Martin County Traffic Engineer
Administrator, was consulted regarding the audible crosswalks. She
suggested only installing a few at a time in order to effectively monitor the
maintenance, the funding and to govern the success ratio. The effectiveness
of the crosswalks should be studied for approximately six or eight months
prior to additional installations, to determine necessity. Ms. Rauth stated that
FDOT's District Four no longer allows only one crosswalk for the vision
impaired to be installed at an intersection. It can be confusing to the walker
and lead the walker to the center of the road. District Four requires two
crosswalk be installed to enhance directional surety. It was recently
determined that the crosswalks are approximately $7,500 per installation. It
was noted that schools provide crossing guards, and the point was made that
blind students should be crossing at the guarded intersection. Maybe the
audible crosswalk would be needed for the after school activities when no
guard is present.

D. INDIAN STREET BRIDGE PROJECT UPDATE
MEMO: temp 11 TACa08.04

Ms. Beltran stated that this is a follow up item to a recommendation from
CAC members from a prior meeting. Ms. Beltran spoke to Beth Zsoka, the
Public Information Officer for the Indian Street Bridge. Ms. Beltran
obtained project flyers which show an anticipated project schedule for the
bridge. A job fair took place on March 14, 2011, with more than 600 people
in attendance. There was a public workshop on March 22, 20I I. Ms. Rauth
is the Project Manager of this event, so Ms. Beltran gave her the floor to
discuss the project. Ms. Rauth stated that Monday, April I I, 20 I I, the first
test pile will be driven in on the Palm City Side. It will be installed on land
as the Coast Guard permit has yet to be procured. The permit will be
forthcoming. There will be an official ground breaking following the MPO
Board meeting on April 18, 20 I I, at II :30 AM

As the piles will be driven in, they do anticipate some noise during the
building of the bridge. Ms. Rauth stated that a steal trestle will be built
between Palm City and Kiplinger Island, so that the construction will be top
down, since it is fairly shallow in the South Fork, barges will not be
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necessary. Between Kiplinger Island and the east shore where the
intercoastal is, barges will be used as it is much deeper. Everything west of
Kiplinger Island will be off of the trestle. They anticipate approximately two
years for construction. The crews have root pruned and trimmed trees on
Indian Street, and they are relocating the Myrtles to the area near the college
and hospital on Salerno Road. One large oak tree on the Palm City side is
being adopted by a golf course in the area. There is a pine tree still
remaining, which is housing a hawk with a nest. This tree will not be taken
down until after nesting season which is August.

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mr. Tobar, who is new to the area, inquired if this County holds funding swaps with Federal
funds. It was noted that projects have been substituted, but it was for the same type of
funds. Ms. Rauth stated that the County is LAP certified and the Cities are not, so
agreements between the two are reached and the County builds the project for them.

Ms. Kim DeLaney stated that she had attended an event recently with the EPA, HUD and
DOT with presentations from around the country. There was a Texas example presented.
Dallas, Fort Worth has a 16 county MPO. It was extremely progressive the way they shifted
funds around. Federal funds would be received for certain projects, and the Cities have
funds on other projects, and there were significant Bond funds which had been generated
through sales tax referendums and other means. The MPO would secure Federal Funds and
build the larger projects that can absorb the Federal funding and the Cities turned over the
bond funds to the MPO to then distribute for Enhancement Funds, Economic development
projects, TOD leverage, and they were able to get it documented that the money went about
30% further than it otherwise would have because it did not have to comply with all the
Federal criteria. Ms. Delaney said that she was going to provide Ms. Beltran, and all the
MPO's, with the power points from this workshop.

7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

None.

8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT

None.

9. NOTES

There will be a meeting date change from November 2,2011 to November 16,2011, which
will become a Joint CAC-TAC meeting. FDOT will present the FY2013-2017 Tentative
Work Program-Citizen's Report. Location and time to be determined.
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10. NEXT MEETING

• May 04, 2011 - TAC Regular Meeting. Martin County Airport-Witham
Field, Maintenance Building Conference Room at 1:30p.m.

11. ADJOURN

A motion was made to adjourn by Ms. DeLaney, and Seconded by Ms. Rauth. There was
no objection to the motion. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was
adjourned.

Recorded and Prepared by:

't H. Brassard, Administrative Specialist II

Approved by:

Sam Amerson, TAC Chairman
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