














(Nov. 18, 2010). She and the County Attorney will conference call instead of going back
to Tallahassee to show that there is not really an issue. There are 79 acres and all the
appraisals and titles are very clear; Audubon wants to make this an issue. Ms. Rauth
feels that it is more of a delay tactic. When Kiplinger donated a portion of the island to
the County, there was a designated 200-foot right-of-way to the bridge, that was not
necessary, but knowing how Martin County is, that was done. The zoning has also
been changed to conservation. There is a hearing at the Water Management District
because a permit was challenged by the Citizens for Smart Growth. They hope that the
judge will make a ruling in their favor and have a decision by February or March. Money
is being spent, an agreement is going up to the Board at the next meeting to allow the
Contractors to store the steel trusses at the land where the transit station will be. The
construction will be from the top down. All the lighting on the bridge is in the middle;
FDOT reduced the light level, and they’ve worked with the CRA to relocate the sidewalk
and actually, now there will be two sidewalks. There will be a sidewalk that comes off
the bridge and one that goes behind the swale. There are not any crosswalks, so people
can only cross at Mapp Road or St. Lucie Boulevard. It was asked if there could there
be a riverwalk underneath the bridge as that would be a way to get across. St. Lucie
Boulevard does run under the bridge, so it will connect down by the water.

Ms. Rauth continued with an update on the transit depot. When the County took on the
transit depot, the idea was that it wasn’t going to cost the County anything, so they did
not place it in the Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Now the County needs money as
there are things that are not covered by the grant, and also to have money to work with
until they get reimbursed by the grant. They have tried to negotiate a deal with the City
of Stuart for a while. The project can be downsized but they still need funds to cover the
costs of things not covered by the ARRA grant. In order to meet the grant deadlines, the
County may take over the project all together. A recommendation was made by Julie
Preast, that if the project goes further, whether the County or City does it, that the transit
depot should still follow the looks of the old Florida style train depot as in both Jensen
and Stuart.

Ms. Beltran stated that the FEC/Amtrak project was not approved by the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) as shown by the letter included in the agenda package. FRA
approved the high speed rail from Tampa to Orlando and also from Orlando to Miami.
FRA said that the FEC/Amtrak project application was insufficient. Ms. Beltran said that
FDOT is just waiting for FRA’s correspondence to elaborate, and that a revised
application for the next inner city passenger rail program will be submitted in early 2011.

6. COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ms. Preast commented that the Green River Parkway is about to be open and it’s looking
good. They have trees in and now they would like to have a sidewalk on Baker Road.
Ms. Rauth responded that they are in process of determining how much money they have
to determine if it could be funded. They have just completed the bridge and the waste
management installation and they just don’t have the funds. Ms. Preast suggested that the
City work with her because that section is the east part of Baker Road and they could
have a sidewalk connection, between Savannah and Green River Parkway. Ms. Rauth
stated that the County has been trying to get the schools to help out, and there is a Safe
Routes to School Grant that may be an option. The School Board has to apply for the
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grant though, and the County has not been able to get them to apply.

A Motion was made by Julie Preast to recommend that the MPO Board write a
letter to the School Board recommending them to initiate an application for the
Safe Routes to School Program specifically considering all amenities that would
benefit pedestrians and school children and that the letter be copied to the Board of
County Commissioners and the City of Stuart. The Motion was seconded by
Barbara Kauffman. The Motion passed unanimously.

Mark Mathes inquired if the County still has sidewalk box fund that was prorated over
the years with slots of money. There may be some in the out years, but there is nothing
in the current years.

Mr. Carlos Tobar was introduced as Community Coach’s new Assistant Director of
Transportation. He’s worked in Jacksonville, Tampa and two smaller communities in
California. He brings a wealth of experience to Florida transit systems and has
experience in fixed routes so he can meet ADA requirements. He has done a lot of work
bringing work load materials up to date. Also, Adam Levenson is the new IT Director.
He came from Lakeside Hospital after their build out. He is a national award winner.
He’s improved the infrastructure greatly. They have made some capital investments in
their IT systems and will be donating some computers to Transit to update their
equipment.

A question was asked regarding the status of the bus shelters. Ms. Beltran replied that we
are waiting to hear from the Federal Transit Administration, in Atlanta. The paperwork
has been submitted for the grant. The shelters, when built, will match the character of the
neighborhoods. However, a couple of bus routes have been lost due to lack of funding.

7. COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC
None.

8. COMMENTS FROM FDOT
None.

9. NOTES
None.

10. NEXT MEETING
e January 5, 2011-Location to be determined

11. ADJOURN
There being no further business, Vice-Chairman Joseph DeFronzo entertained a
Motion for adjournment. Moved by Mark Mathes. Seconded by Sheila Kurtz. The
meeting was adjourned at 10:33 am.
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